
EQUESTRIAN COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

February 6, 2007 
Council Chambers Conference Room 

 
 
PRESENT: Chair Sally Feola 
  Vice Chair Darlene McGrady 
  Commissioner Shari Nichols 
  Commissioner Misty Reiss 
  Commissioner Debbie Humphreys 
   
  Assistant City Manager Ken Duran 
   
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Feola called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. by leading the pledge of 
allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 7, 2006 
 
Commissioner Reiss made a motion to approve the minutes of November 7, 2006 
as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner McGrady and passed 
unanimously. 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON 
 
Commissioner McGrady suggested that Commissioner Feola continue as 
Chairperson.  Commissioner Feola suggested that Commissioner McGrady 
continue as Vice Chairperson.  There being no opposition they were both elected 
by acclamation. 
 
SYCAMORE CREEK TRAIL VOLUNTEER CLEAN-UP PROJECT 
 
Mr. Duran confirmed that the volunteer trail clean-up project was scheduled for 
Saturday, May 5, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  He suggested that Mark 
Rheude, Landscape Maintenance Manager attend the next Commission meeting 
to coordinate what work needs to be done and the supplies that the City will 
provide.   
 
Commissioner Humphreys suggested that there is some dead brush and small 
trees that need to be removed.  Commissioner McGrady commented that they 
will be contacting some Boy Scout Troops to assist.  She asked if they City could 
provide lunch and refreshments for the volunteers.  Mr. Duran responded that 



that can be arranged.  Commissioner Humphreys suggested having a Mountain 
Rescue Unit on stand-by in case of injury.  Commissioner McGrady volunteered 
to create a flyer. 
 
SAN DIMAS AVENUE TRAIL UPDATE 
 
Mr. Duran reported that the engineers are finalizing thier report in regards to San 
Dimas Avenue and the adjacent trail.  He added that the report will be presented 
to the Traffic Safety Committee on February 21st and then to the City Council 
shortly after that.  He further added that the report will include suggested traffic 
control measures and fencing recommendations.  He stated that he will notice 
the Commission and send them a copy of the report when it is scheduled for the 
City Council. 
 
L.A. COUNTY REGIONAL OPEN SPACE TRAILS GRANT – POISON OAK TRAIL 
 
Mr. Duran reported that the City received notice that it has been awarded the 
competitive open space trail grant for clean-up of the Poison Oak Trail.  He 
added that the amount of the grant is $180,000 and will be used for trail clearing 
and widening, some retaining walls, picnic tables and a hitching post at the top 
of the trail.  He further added that the project will be scheduled for next fiscal 
year either in the fall or spring.  Commissioner Humphreys suggested that 
County Agriculture may be available to perform weed abatement and brush 
clearance. 
 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGERS REPORT 
 
Mr. Duran reported that Commissioner McGrady a had requested a report on the 
new development project on Foothill Blvd. east of San Dimas Equestrian Center.  
Commissioner McGrady commented that she spoke to the property owner, Mr. 
Simison, who stated that City required him to install an equestrian trail next to 
the road and he wanted to install a sidewalk next to the road and then a 
meandering trail.  Mr. Duran explained that the project had been reviewed by 
the Planning Commission and City Council and explained the reasons why it was 
approved with the trail next to the street.  He explained that a primary reason 
being that there is an existing trail along the street and that the project was only 
being required to maintain the existing trail.  He also added that there was an 
issue with the required scenic easement set back within this zone. 
 
Commissioner Humphreys commented that anytime there is an option to move a 
trail further from the road from a riders perspective it is desirable.  Commissioner 
McGrady felt that since the project involved a trail issue the Equestrian 
Commission should have been consulted.  Mr. Duran responded that since the 
recommendation was to maintain the existing trail it was probably presumed that 



it was not necessary to solicit comment from the Commission.  However, he will 
discuss with the Community Development staff the Commissions desire to review 
all future projects that include trails. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE 
 
There were no members of the audience present. 
 
COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Humphreys reported that the Posse patrolled Walnut Creek two 
weeks ago and made a couple of drug arrests. 
 
Commissioner Nichols commented that the trail on Via Verde Ave is in very good 
shape and being well maintained. 
 
Commissioner McGrady reported that while attending the Equine Affair in 
Pomona she became aware of a television program called Best of America by 
Horseback which features equestrian riding areas across the Country.  She found 
out that they will be filming in California in July and wondered if it would be okay 
to contact them and suggest they consider our area.  Mr. Duran encouraged her 
to make the contact. 
 
Commissioner Feola reported that there has been a section of trail fence down 
on San Dimas Ave. across from Ranch Town Market for some time.  She also 
asked if the City had looked in to the bucking chutes that were left over after the 
rodeo.  Mr. Duran responded that he spoke to Mike Norman but he hasn’t been 
out to take a look at them.  Commissioner Humphreys added that the Rodeo 
Committee had planned for some time to continue to buy elements of the arena 
as they can afford it.  She added that she didn’t feet that they were in the way 
for regular use of the arena. 
 
Commissioner Humphreys asked if the Adairs were still considering a roping 
arena.  Mr. Duran responded that they are still preparing the Conditional Use 
Permit application and he is not sure if a new roping arena is still being 
considered.  Commissioner Humphreys commented that there could be a 
significant fly problem with the cattle manure.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 


