
 

CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 
San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center 

201 E. Bonita Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Williams at 7:03 p.m.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present : Lorous “Connie” Brown 

Bee Dallas 
Judy Kephart, Vice Chairperson 
Marguerite Nelson 
Jay Pace 
Prudence Short 
Don Stevenson 

   Joanne Williams, Chairperson 
       

Denis Bertone, City Councilmember 
Emmett Badar, City Councilmember 
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation 
Leon Raya, Recreation Services Manager 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 

 
Absent:  Doris Burland, excused 

 
 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: 
 
Councilmember Badar introduced himself to the Senior Citizen Commission. He shared his experience as a 
San Dimas resident and his 11-year involvement with the Planning Commission. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 1, 2007 MEETING 
 
COMMISSIONER NELSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MARCH 1, 
2007,  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER KEPHART AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Center usage and comparison report noting that the Chuckwagon nutrition 
program attendance has increased.  Staff noted that excursion and Wednesday ballroom dance attendance has 
decreased considerably from last year.  Staff will conduct a survey of current excursion participants and 
ballroom leaders and identify areas of needed improvement and current interests. 



 

 
Staff presented a summary of the 50 senior programs provided at the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community 
Center from January to March 2007. The following data was discussed:  
 

• 11 fitness programs: 2386 total participants and approximately 184 participants per week. 
• 6 social groups – 1344 total participants and approximately 104 participants per week. 
• 7 card and game groups – 4262 total participants and approximately (including bingo) 328 

participants per week. 
• 9 social service programs – 396 total participants and approximately 31 participants per week. 
• 8 arts & craft programs – 1800 total participants and approximately 139 participants per week. 
• 9 life-long learning programs – 1149 total participants and approximately 89 participants per 

week. 
 
Staff noted that approximately 875 seniors per week visit the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center to 
participate in scheduled classes and programs. 
 
B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in March and April. 
 

March 10  Senior Social – Talent Showcase in La Verne 
March 15 Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Party for St. Patrick’s Day  
March 16 Excursion – Songs of Broadway  
March 16  Senior Dinner Social – Leprechaun Madness 
March 17 Excursion – Irish Dancers  
March 29 Excursion – Santa Anita Race Track 
 
April 5   Senior Social – Bunko Bonanza 
April 11  Excursion – Spring Surprise  
April 13  Senior Dinner Social – Viva Las Vegas Casino Night 
April 18  Excursion – San Diego Amphibious Tour 
April 20  Chuckwagon Social – Spring Ice Cream Social  
April 22  Excursion – Getty Villa  
April 24  Seminar – CTAP Presentation 
April 27  Senior Social – Festival of Arts Sneak Peek   

 
Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

May 5   Seasonal Event – 90+ Birthday Celebrations  
May 10  Excursion – Colorful Songs of Broadway 
May 11  Seasonal Event –Birthday Buddies 
May 14  Chuckwagon Social – Mothers’ Day 
May 15-17  Excursion – Laughlin, NV and Oatman, AZ (3 Day) 
May 23  Senior Volunteer Recognition Luncheon 
May 25  Excursion – Thornton Winery 
May 30  Older American Recognition Day 
 
June 2   Relay for Life at Horsethief Canyon Park 
June 6   Excursion – Lawrence Welk Resort 
June 15  Senior Event – Hawaiian Luau  



 

June 18  Chuckwagon Social – Fathers’  Day  
June 21  Excursion – Santa Barbara Wharf 
June 28  Excursion – Pala Casino 
 

C. Miscellaneous 
  
Staff reviewed that the annual 90+ Birthday Celebrations will be held on Saturday, May 5.  Staff confirmed 
Commission participation.  Commissioners Kephart and Short will volunteer at 10:00 a.m. at San Dimas 
Retirement Center; Commissioners Brown, Nelson and Williams will volunteer at 2:00 p.m. at Rancho Park 
Villa and Commissioners Kephart and Short will volunteer at 2:00 p.m. at Sunrise Brighton Gardens. 
 
Staff reported on the “Round-Up Gang”, a group led by volunteers that promotes services and programs 
available to San Dimas senior residents. On March 28, Commissioners Kephart, Nelson, Short and Stevenson 
visited Royal Mobile Home Park. They engaged the residents in conversation and shared their experiences. 
Appetizers were provided by the Tea and Veggie House, who has agreed to continue sponsoring the 
appetizers for the program.  On April 4, Commissioners Kephart, Nelson, Pace and Short visited Charter Oak 
Mobile Home Park and were once again received by many residents interested in learning more about the 
programs available. Councilmember Bertone requested a report be presented to City Council.  Staff will 
prepare a report and present at the Tuesday, May 8th City Council meeting.  Commissioners Kephart and 
Nelson shared their personal experience during the “Round-Up”.  Commissioner Kephart expressed interest in 
visiting other sites and invited other Commissioners to participate.  Staff will be contacting other senior 
housing sites to schedule visits. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION FOUNDATION QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Staff reported that the current Commission Foundation Money Market account balance is $2,530.72.  The 
Certificate of Deposit account will mature on July 2, 2007 and the current balance is $5,776.77.  Staff has no 
recommendations for expenditures from the account at this time. 
 
Staff reported that Pomona First Federal bank is interested in matching a higher certificate of deposit interest 
rate. 
 
COMMISSIONER KEPHART MOVED THAT STAFF RENEW THE CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT AND 
MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS UPON NEGOTIATING A NEW RATE, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER BROWN AND APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 

 
Staff confirmed Commission attendance for the Los Angeles County Older American Recognition Luncheon 
on Wednesday, May 30, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the  Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, Board of 
Supervisor's Hearing Room. Staff reported that this year there will not be a luncheon. Following the 
ceremony, each district will celebrate with a mixer on the eighth floor.  Mr. Matt Matzenbacher will be 
recognized as the San Dimas Older American honoree.   
 
Councilmember Bertone and Commissioners Kephart and Short are interested in being contacted with 
transportation information and cost. 
 



 

Staff reported that Commissioner Nelson submitted a letter of resignation from the Senior Citizen 
Commission effective July 2007.  Commissioner Nelson shared her plan to move to Idaho and thanked the 
Commission for her experience as a Commissioner.    
 
 
 
B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that Costco has a construction permit and is expected to complete 
construction in time to open its doors in November 2007. The City currently owns the property and Costco is 
expected to purchase the property from the City for $18 million. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that “Fresh and Easy” Tesco is interested in the site at the Canyon Center.  
The Summit House which features a banquet facility is interested in a site at Cataract Avenue and Bonita 
Avenue.  Other restaurants may also be part of these projects. 
 
Councilmember Bertone shared that the Farmers’ Market returned and praised Director Bruns for her ability 
to manage the process required for the opening.  Director Bruns commended Maurice Cuellar for his work in 
meeting the numerous requirements. 
 
Councilmember Badar shared that the City is wonderful.  He attended the Planning Commission meeting last 
night and saw the success of the Farmers’ Market return.  He praised the staff’s ability to rapidly address 
issues and to maintain day-to-day operations. 
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
 
Commissioner Pace stated that she will attend Brighton Gardens during the 90+ Birthday Celebration and 
shared her experience during the Charter Oak Mobile Home Park “Round-Up” social.  She also reported that 
the food quality has improved during the Chuckwagon Lunch Program. Councilmember Bertone commended 
the Commission for taking the lead and sharing concerns for the food quality. 
 
Commissioner Stevenson stated that cribbage attendance is about the same and pinochle is getting better. 
 
Commissioner Brown shared her concerns with the Costco Center Project and the traffic impact on the 43 
residences located near Valley Center Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Short enjoyed the Round-Ups.  She stated that many participants stated they attend bingo and 
many have told her that they never thought about participating in other programs available at the Senior 
Center.  She stated that three houses near her home are vacant and the yards are over run by weeds.  These 
homes are not for sale, just abandoned and poorly maintained.  Staff encouraged Commissioner Short to 
contact the Sheriffs Department if she notices suspicious activity. 
 
Commissioner Kephart stated that a Via Verde resident is concerned that his neighbor below has an oven 
emitting smoke up to his house. They are concerned that the smoke has taken over their backyard and it leaves 
a sticky residue.  Commissioner Kephart is concerned with Verizon’s work on her street.  She stated that a 
dangerous ditch was left on the street.  Councilmember Bertone advised Commissioner Kephart to contact 
Public Work staff for investigation. 
 
Commissioner Dallas invited the Commission to participate in the Relay for Life scheduled on Saturday, June 
2 through June 3 at Horsethief Canyon Park.  



 

 
 
Staff thanked Commissioner Williams for her six years of dedicated service and perfect attendance record.  
Staff acknowledged the service of Commissioner Burland. Commissioner Williams thanked staff for the 
opportunity and commended staff for the success of Betty Barnes’ retirement party.  She stated that the new 
Senior Citizens Club Executive Board is doing an excellent job and was very impressed with the last meeting 
and the quality of the entertainment being provided. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. to July 5, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  


