
 
 

CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 

Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, August 20, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. 

245 East Bonita Avenue, Council Chambers 
 

 
Present 
Chairman Ash Dhingra 
Commissioner Emmett Badar 
Commissioner Howard Levreau 
Commissioner James Schoonover 
Planning Manager Craig Hensley 
 
Absent 
Commissioner David Bills 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Dhingra called the regular meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 7:31 p.m. 
and Commissioner Badar led the flag salute. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Approval of Minutes for July 29, 2003 
 
2. Approval of DPRB Case No. 03-38, a request to construct a 5,857 sq. ft. house on 

Puddingstone Drive, APN 8382-017-009, Specific Plan No. 8, submitted by Richard Lim. 
 
MOTION:  Moved by Levreau, seconded by Badar to approve the Consent Calendar.  Motion 
carried unanimously, 4-0. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
3. General Plan Amendment 03-02, Zone Change 03-02, Conditional Use Permit 03-03, 

DPRB Case No. 03-23 – A request to construct a 68-unit hotel on the 2.17 acre property on 
the northeast corner of Eucla Avenue and Arrow Highway.  A General Plan Amendment to 
change the designation of the property from Industrial to Commercial and a Zone Change 
from M-1 to CG–Area 1. 

 
Staff report presented by Planning Manager Craig Hensley.  He stated this request is being 
submitted by Keith Porchia who currently owns and operates the Comfort Suites Hotel at 501 
W. Bonita Avenue.  This would be another “suites” hotel with 68-units designed in a Craftsman 
architectural style.  At this time it is unknown which national chain hotel this will be associated 
with, but it will not be the same company as Comfort Suites. 
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He explained how changing the zoning to CG-Area 1 would be compatible with the adjacent 
corners and would allow the hotel to be regulated through the Conditional Use process.  He 
presented details on the building and site design and access from both Arrow Highway and 
Eucla Avenue.  This plan was reviewed by the DPRB on July 24, 2003 and felt overall it was a 
well designed project.  The only issue raised concerned the screening over the air conditioning 
units.  Staff feels that this is an extremely important architectural design issue and will not 
recommend final design review approval without adequate resolution of this issue.   
 
Planning Manager Hensley stated this proposed use creates an ideal transition from the 
industrial area on the east to the commercial area on the west, as well as buffers the residential 
property on the north from further impacts an industrial or manufacturing use would most likely 
create.  He then outlined the proposed conditions for this hotel use, and stated staff is 
recommending approval of the project and adoption of a Negative Declaration. 
 
Chairman Dhingra opened the meeting for public hearing.  Addressing the Commission was: 
 
Keith Porchia, applicant, stated that he was the owner of the Comfort Suites on Bonita 
Avenue and is planning to construct this new hotel because the business at Comfort Suites is so 
good.  He stated that he has read all the conditions and agrees with them. 
 
Commissioner Levreau asked Mr. Porchia what types of signs he planned on. 
 
Keith Porchia stated that he wasn’t exactly sure, but would like a monument sign on the corner 
and a sign over the entry. 
 
Commissioner Levreau comment that he wanted to make sure that the applicant had no intent 
of installing a roof sign at any time in the future because the City discourages such signs. 
 
There being no further comments, the public hearing was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Moved by Badar, seconded by Levreau to approve General Plan Amendment 03-02, 
Zone Change 03-02, CUP 03-03, DPRB Case No. 03-23 and adoption of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, and direct staff to bring back resolutions of approval.  Motion carried unanimously, 
4-0. 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
4. Director of Community Development 
No communications were made. 
 
5. Members of the Audience 
No communications were made. 
 
6. Planning Commission 
No communications were made. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chairman Dhingra adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. to the 
regular meeting scheduled for September 3, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
  _______________________________ 
  Ash Dhingra, Chairman 
  San Dimas Planning Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Craig Hensley 
Planning Manager 
 
 
 
Approved:  September 17, 2003 


