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CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 
San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center 

201 E. Bonita Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kephart at 7:01 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present : Lorous “Connie” Brown 

Bee Dallas  
Paul Hernandez 
Judy Kephart, Chairperson 
Alta Skinner 
Don Stevenson 
Robbie Williams 

      
Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Leon Raya, Recreation Services Manager 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 

 
           Absent:  Jay Pace, excused 

Prudie Short, excused 
 

 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: 
 
None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 3, 2008 MEETING AS MAILED 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
JANUARY 3, 2008, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STEVENSON AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Citizen/Community Center usage and activity comparison report noting 
that Mt. San Antonio College sponsored classes had one full week of vacation in February 2008 resulting in 
an overall decline in the monthly attendance of some classes. 
 
Staff highlighted the Bunko Socials that will be hosted quarterly by popular demand.  The event is sponsored 
by HomeWatch Home Care, a local San Dimas business. 
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B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in January and February: 
 

January 10  Excursion – Fantasy Springs Casino (2 buses) 
January 22  Chuckwagon Social – Martin Luther King Jr. 
January 24  Excursion – Nethercutt Museum 
January 25  Senior Dinner Social – Candlelight Cabaret 
 
February 2  Excursion – Day at Universal City Walk  
February 8  Chuckwagon Social – Chinese New Year 
February 14  Chuckwagon Social – Cupcake Social 
February 15  Senior Dinner Social – Mardi Gras Dinner 
February 17  Excursion – Date Festival in Indio 
February 25  Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
 

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

March 1  Round-Up Gang Social – Cienega Valley Mobile Estates 
March 13  Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
March 15  Citywide Event – Family Festival 
March 16  Excursion – La Mirada “Magic of Ireland” 
March 28  Senior Dinner Social – Giddy in Green Dinner 
March 30  Excursion – Flower Fields in Carlsbad 
March 31  Chuckwagon Social – March Birthday Social 
 
April 5   Seasonal Event – Senior Talent Showcase in Diamond Bar 
April 10  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social *NEW* 
April 12  Outdoor Adventures – Tree Travels 
April 18  Senior Dinner Social – April Showers 
April 19  Excursion – Lake Arrowhead 
April 25  Seasonal Event – Festival of Arts Sneak Peek 
April 26  Excursion – Palms Springs Tour 
April 28   Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
April 28  Chuckwagon Social – April Birthday Social 
April 30  Chuckwagon Social – Lunch at the Derby Ice Cream Social   
  

C. Miscellaneous 
  
Staff reported that Round-Up at Cienega Valley was a success.  During the Round-Up Social, Commissioners 
Kephart and Short shared their experiences and involvement with the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community 
Center.  Residents Genevieve Frechette and Ruth Arboit-Millar encouraged neighbors to attend the monthly 
events and excursions.  
 
Staff reported that the Book Club has successfully recruited an average of 25 participants.  The Book Club 
meets monthly in the Quiet Lounge and is led by Barbara Nightingale, the Los Angeles County Adult 
Librarian.   
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REPORT FROM SAN DIMAS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 
 
Senior Club Treasurer Linda Groth reported that the San Dimas Senior Citizens Club donated $13,750.00 
during 2007.  Donation recipients included the American Red Cross, City of San Dimas, Los Angeles County 
Firefighters, Los Angeles Rescue Mission, Salvation Army, San Dimas Hunger Project and multiple high 
school scholarships. 
  
Treasurer Groth will attend the City Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 8 at 7pm to present a 
donation report to Council.  
  
Commissioner Stevenson requested that the bingo game payouts should be increased.  Treasurer Groth 
suggested that Commissioner Stevenson attend the San Dimas Senior Club Board meeting on March 3 to 
make his suggestions before the Executive Board.   
 
 
SELECTION OF 2008 LOS ANGELES COUNTY OLDER AMERICAN HONOREE 
 
Staff reported that the Older American Honoree is usually hosted in May.  Staff stated that the location and 
time are unknown.  Staff reviewed the criteria for the Older American Honoree Award and presented the 
nominations received.  The Commission reviewed and discussed the nominations. 
 
COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED TO RECOMMEND MARIA YBARRA AS THE 2008 OLDER 
AMERICAN HONOREE, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER SKINNER AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 
 
Staff stated that a Wii Nintendo System will be purchased by the City of San Dimas for the San Dimas Senior 
Citizen/Community Center. 
 
Staff invited all Commissioners to attend the 50th Anniversary planning committee meeting on May 12.  
Chairperson Kephart and Commissioner Skinner expressed interest in attending. 
 
Staff invited Commissioners to attend the Family Festival on March 15 at the Civic Center Park where a 
Guitar Hero event will be held.  
 
Staff stated that a Storytelling event will be hosted in conjunction with the Festival of Arts on April 26 at 
11:00 a.m. on the Civic Center stage. 
 
Staff reported that the Recreation staff attended the California Parks & Recreation Society’s Annual 
Conference in Long Beach in February.  Staff also Co-chaired two informational seminars in January.  The 
first seminar discussed Senior Scams and the second promoted Senior Sensitivity and Customer Service.  
Staff will modify the Senior Sensitivity and Customer Service training for an upcoming intergenerational 
program. Commissioner Skinner supported presenting the program at the Teen Center.  
 
 
 
 



-4- 

B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that unlike other cities the City of San Dimas is not in financial jeopardy since 
it has a one-year reserve. 
 
Councilmember Bertone announced that the San Dimas Sheriff Station was rated the best in the world. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the Costco project is near completion and the City is interested in 
adding restaurants. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that four restaurant proposals were received for the Walker House.  An 
informational meeting will be hosted to identify the activities and services that may be offered at the Walker 
House while maintaining historical integrity. 
 
Councilmember Bertone announced that once again San Dimas is Tree City USA.  The City is revising the 
existing tree ordinance.  The City of San Dimas has approximately 7000 trees.  Councilmember Bertone 
stated that the residents, who do not want trees, will not be required to get a tree. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that multiple business proposals were received for the Canyon Center. 
 
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Hernandez stated that he is concerned that the Flu Shots given were not for the same strand of 
the flu virus that is affecting seniors.  Staff stated that the Los Angeles County Health Department will 
distribute information regarding the flu during the Family Festival.  
 
Commissioner Brown stated that she would like to have an additional treadmill in the fitness room at the 
Swim and Racquet Club.  Staff stated that the Swim and Racquet Club is researching options for additional 
space.  Councilmember Bertone requested a report during the May Commission meeting. 
 
Commissioner Skinner reported that Shirley Shaffer (1990 Older American Honoree) passed away.  She also 
invited everyone to attend the Festival of Western Arts on April 26. 
 
Chairperson Kephart reported that 11 Round-up friends are taking the SilverTimes Newsletters to various 
Centers throughout San Dimas.  She stated that the sites include senior apartments, mobile homes and assisted 
living facilities.  Chairperson Kephart also stated that during the Cienega Valley Round-up a resident 
approached her regarding dangerous electrical wires.  Councilmember Bertone stated that Code Enforcement 
should inspect the site.  Staff will notify code enforcement. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. to May 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Park San Dimas Apartments. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  


