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CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 4, 2008 
Cienega Valley Mobile Estates 

1245 W. Cienega Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kephart at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present : Lorous “Connie” Brown 

Bee Dallas  
Paul Hernandez 
Judy Kephart, Chairperson 
Jay Pace 
Prudie Short 
Alta Skinner 
Don Stevenson 
 

   Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 
 

Absent : Robbie Williams, unexcused 
 
 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: 
 
No audience in attendance. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JULY 3, 2008 MEETING AS MAILED 
 
COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JULY 3, 
2008, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HERNANDEZ AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Center usage and comparison report.  Staff highlighted the 
Intergenerational Talent Show and the many talents displayed by participants of all ages.   
 
Staff also encouraged military veterans or spouses of veterans to attend an informational meeting on 
September 11 at the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center. Participants will learn about assisted living 
benefits available through the Veterans Affairs office.  Refreshments will be sponsored by Atria Rancho Park. 
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B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in July and August: 
 

July 03   Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
July 09   Excursion – JPL with Lunch 
July 10   Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
July 11   Senior Event – Summer BBQ 
July 21   Round Up Social – Sunnyside Apartments 
July 22   Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
July 25-26  Outdoor Adventures – Family Campout 
July 28   Chuckwagon Social – July Birthdays 
July 31   Excursion – Santa Barbara 
  
August 06  Excursion – Pageant of the Masters 
August 08  Senior Event – Award Show Dinner 
August 12  Screening – Derma Scan 
August 14  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
August 15  Intergenerational – Father Daughter program 
August 16  Excursion – Welk Resort 
August 21  Intergenerational – Talent Show  
  

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

September 5-6  Outdoor Adventures – Western Campout for families 
September 10  Chuckwagon Social – School Days Ice Social 
September 11  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
September 11  Excursion – Old Towne Music Hall & Bubba Gump 
September 11  Excursion – Valley View Casino 
September 19  Senior Event – Night of Romance Dinner 
September 22  Seasonal Event – Bunko Social  
September 27  Citywide Event – 5K Run/Family Fitness Fair 
September 29  Chuckwagon Social – September Birthdays 
  
October 01  Screening – Bone Density 
October 02  Excursion – Colorful Songs of Broadway 
October 07  Excursion – New Orleans Pre-Departure Meeting  
October 09  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
October 10  Senior Event – A Pirates Life Dinner 
October 16  Excursion – Huntington Beach Oktoberfest 
October 27  Chuckwagon Social – October Birthdays 
October 29  Excursion – Mystery Trip 
October 31  Chuckwagon Social – Halloween Social 
October 31  Citywide Event – Halloween Carnival 
  
  

C. Miscellaneous
  
Staff invited everyone to attend the 5K Run and Family Fitness Fair on Saturday, September 27, to visit the 
various information booths available or enjoy a healthy oatmeal breakfast. 
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Commissioner Kephart stated that Chuckwagon Dinner meals did not arrive on time today.  She stated that the 
food quality was not good.  Commissioner Pace stated that the quality is “up and down” and the fish entrées 
are not good.  Staff will conduct a survey and report the findings to the Commission. 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 
 
Staff reported that the City Hall expansion project will go to City Council for review on September 9.  The 
expansion is expected to be a two-year project, which may result in a Grand Re-Opening as part of the 50th 
Anniversary Program. 
 
Staff reported on the Senior Commission work on a marquee sign from 2001 to 2004.  The sign was discussed 
by the Commission and then presented to the City Council in 2004 with no interest in support of the project.  
Staff suggested considering the marquee as part of the City Hall expansion project.  Commissioner Skinner 
suggested creating a prominent entrance to the Civic Center Plaza and a temporary shade over the stage area.  
Staff stated that the architect is already looking into options for temporary shade over the stage area. 
 
B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the State is considering taking money from cities to cover the State budget 
deficit. He reassured the Commission that San Dimas has a balanced budget and programs will not be cut 
even if money is taken. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that Los Angeles County designated Walnut Creek as a Significant 
Ecological Area (SEA).  The developer wants $9.24 million for the property.  The Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy (a non-profit agency) agreed to purchase the property.  The City will contribute $1 million 
toward the purchase to expand the area near Loma Vista Park in Via Verde. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the City Council has agreed to contract with Saffron Restaurant to 
provide meals at the Walker House with two distinct menus. The Historical Society and the Festival of Arts 
will share the second floor with a museum dedicated to the history of the Walker House. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that construction at the Canyon Center on San Dimas Canyon Road and 
Bonita Avenue is expected to begin soon.  A Fresh and Easy grocery store may be located at the Canyon 
Center.  He stated that the Fox Project on San Dimas Avenue and Arrow Highway is also underway.  It was 
originally going to be 122 units, but due to financial difficulties, it will only initially be 33 units.   
 
Councilmember Bertone announced that the School District has a bond for improvement projects.  
Councilmember Bertone stated that although he is not campaigning, he believes that quality cities have 
quality schools.  Commissioner Skinner is serving as the Vice Chairperson for the Bond Committee.  Among 
the projects considered are the San Dimas High School gymnasium and outdoor track, a gymnasium and field 
house at Bonita High School, a gymnasium at Lone Hill Middle School and a gymnasium with multi-purpose 
room at Ramona Middle School.  She stated that the multi-purpose room would serve as a lunchroom since 
the students currently eat outdoors.   
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Pace will not be attending the Chuckwagon Site Council meeting.  Staff urged Commissioner 
Pace to notify staff if she is not able to attend the site council meetings so a substitute may represent San 
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Dimas.  Commissioner Pace reminded the Commission that the Chuckwagon Lunch and Dinner Programs 
request a donation only and no one is forced to make a donation to receive a meal.  Commissioner Pace 
inquired as to why a donation can was placed next to the coffee.  Staff stated that coffee service is not a 
standard part of the lunch and dinner program and the donations assist with providing coffee to participants.  
Councilmember Bertone encouraged Commissioners to contact staff with concerns prior to the Commission 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Brown reported that the security lights located at the SportsPlex entry are working.  She stated 
that she is very impressed with how quickly issues are addressed.  Staff encouraged Commissioners to report 
repairs or concerns immediately to ensure a prompt response.  
 
Commissioner Dallas stated that the Farmer’s Market is wonderful and the best she has seen. 
 
Commissioner Short inquired on the status of the Holiday Inn Express hotel.  Councilmember Bertone 
reported that the hotel is expected to open mid-October.  He stated that the project was delayed due to the 
passing of the original owner. Commissioner Short stated that overgrown grass still needs to be cleared from 
the house on the corner of 5th Street and Acacia Avenue. 
 
Commissioner Kephart inquired on the no smoking zone and suggested adding signage outside the north 
entrance to the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center.  Staff stated that the parking lot and street are 
the only designated smoking areas. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. to November 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the San Dimas Senior 
Citizen/Community Center. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  
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