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CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, July 3, 2008 
San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center 

201 E. Bonita Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kephart at 7:04 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present : Lorous “Connie” Brown 

Bee Dallas  
Paul Hernandez 
Judy Kephart, Chairperson 
Jay Pace 
Prudie Short 
Alta Skinner 
Don Stevenson 
Robbie Williams 

      
Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 
 
 
 

 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: 
 
None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 1, 2008 MEETING AS MAILED 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAY 1, 
2008, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SHORT AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Citizen/Community Center usage and activity comparison report noting an 
increase in the Chuckwagon Dinner Program.  Councilmember Bertone requested staff to make an oral report 
during an upcoming City Council Meeting to highlight the benefits of the Chuckwagon Dinner program. 
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Staff invited Commissioners to attend two upcoming intergenerational programs.  The Father/Daughter event 
encourages fathers, grandfathers and other male-role-models to share a day with a special young lady in their 
life; while the Intergenerational Talent Show highlights the talents across various generations. 
 
Staff reported that the Wii Nintendo System was purchased and an intergenerational program will be 
developed to assist adult players with the many functions of the game by utilizing youth volunteers as trainers. 
 
Staff reported that all Mt. San Antonio College sponsored courses will be off for two weeks from June 23 
through July 3, returning on July 7. 
 
B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in May and June: 
 

May 3   Seasonal Event – 90+ Birthday Celebrations 
May 8   Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
May 9   Seasonal Event – Birthday Buddies 
May 10  Outdoor Adventures – Bird Walk 
May 12  Chuckwagon Social – Mothers’ Day After Party 
May 14  Seasonal Event – Volunteer Recognition 
May 19  Chuckwagon Social – May Birthday Social 
May 21-22  Excursion – Buffao Bill’s Casino (2 Day) 
May 23  Senior Event – Friendship Tea Party 
May 31  Excursion – Day in Big Bear  
 
June 12  Excursion – Pala Casino (Bus #1 & 2) 
June 12  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
June 16  Chuckwagon Social – Fathers’ Day After Party 
June 18  Excursion – Pala Casino (Bus #3) 
June 20  Senior Event – Luau Dinner 
June 21  Outdoor Adventures – Family Hiking Adventure at Bonelli Park 
June 27  Seasonal Event – Anniversary Open House 
June 28  Excursion – Day in Ventura 
June 30  Chuckwagon Social – June Birthday Social 
  

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

July 3   Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
July 9    Excursion – JPL with Lunch 
July 10   Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
July 11   Senior Event – Summer BBQ 
July 21   Round Up Social – Sunnyside Apartments 
July 22   Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
July 25-26  Outdoor Adventures – Family Campout 
July 28   Chuckwagon Social – July Birthdays 
July 31   Excursion – Santa Barbara 
  
August 6  Excursion – Pageant of the Masters 
August 8  Senior Event – Award Show Dinner 
August 12  Screening – Derma Scan 
August 14  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 



-3- 

August 15  Intergenerational – Father Daughter program 
August 16  Excursion – Welk Resort 
August 21  Intergenerational – Talent Show  
  
  

C. Miscellaneous
  
None. 
 
ELECTION OF COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR 2008-2009 
 
Staff reviewed that annually at the July meeting the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Commission 
need to be selected. 
 
COMMISSIONER STEVENSON NOMINATED COMMISSIONER KEPHART AS SENIOR CITIZEN 
COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PACE AND PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
COMMISSIONER BROWN NOMINATED COMMISSIONER SHORT AS SENIOR CITIZEN 
COMMISSION VICE-CHAIRPERSON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SKINNER AND PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION FOUNDATION QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Staff reported that the current balance for the Commission Foundation Money Market account is $2,695.79 
and $6,100.85 for the Certificate of Deposit account. Staff reported that the Certificate of Deposit was rolled 
over with a new maturity date is December 16, 2008, a current rate of 2.95% Annual Percentage Yield and a 
2.908% Annual Percentage Rate. Staff reported that although Downey Savings is offering a higher interest 
rate, the difference is approximately a $6.00 return after a six-month term. Staff has no recommendations for 
expenditures from the account at this time. 
 
Staff reported that a donation was received in honor of Gerald Tietz by WISE Senior Services.  Mr. Tietz was 
an ombudsman for many years. 
 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 
 
Staff reported that summer is in “full swing” offering programs from tiny tots to seniors.  As usual, it is a 
hectic time with aquatic and summer youth programs.   
 
Staff will be replacing the flag in the Civic Center Plaza, per the request of Commissioner Pace. 
 
B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that Costco had a great opening.  According to Costco representatives, it takes 
two years for a store to become fully viable.  Sprouts has expressed interest in securing a space on Gladstone 
Avenue. 
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Councilmember Bertone stated that the Fox Project originally intended to open with 122 town homes and 
lofts; however, due to financing issues they will only begin with 38 residences and 14 business offices. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the Canyon Center project was approved. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy approached the Walnut Creek 
housing development owner and offered a set price for the land.  The owner must make the decision to sell 
within a two week deadline. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that Saffron Restaurant is interested in having a restaurant inside the Walker 
House.  The City has encouraged restaurant representatives to have a set menu with economical options.  
Currently they house a restaurant in the Riverside Art Museum.  
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Williams stated that the City of Claremont has trash receptacles in the downtown area and 
recommended that receptacles be added to the downtown area in San Dimas. 
 
Commissioner Dallas shared that she attended the successful Ohio Relay for Life during her recent trip to 
Ohio. 
 
Commissioner Short reported that Bingo attendance is down on Tuesday. She said that people are saving seats 
and it should be prevented. Staff directed Commissioner Short to the Senior Club Executive Board meeting to 
speak to the Bingo Chairpeople.  Commissioner Skinner shared that saving seats is a common practice in the 
bingo culture. Commissioner Short inquired on the status of the Holiday Express Hotel.  Councilmember 
Bertone stated that after the passing of the original owner, the family sold the property but it is expected to 
open by the end of the year.  Commissioner Short recommended that the Marine Band play during a summer 
Concert in the Park. 
 
Commissioner Brown reported that she noticed stagnant water in the creek on the West side of Lone Hill 
Avenue between Cienega Avenue and Covina Boulevard.  Staff will report to Public Works.  She urged staff 
to repair the lights at the SportPlex which do not remain on and the park is very dark in the early morning 
hours. 
 
Commissioner Hernandez requested to advertise voter registration information in the monthly SilverTimes 
Newletter.  Staff stated that voter registration forms are available and their availability will be advertised. 
 
Commissioner Stevens shared concerns with the Center for Health Care Rights.  He did not receive 
appropriate information with his wife’s rest home needs.  Commissioner Hernandez stated that he is very 
familiar with the Center for Health Care Rights and their staff is very knowledgeable.   
 
Commissioner Skinner stated that the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center needs a marquee.  
Councilmember Bertone stated that the marquee was rejected when it was previously presented to the City 
Council. Staff suggested to discuss the need for a marquee during an upcoming City Council study session. 
 
Commissioner Kephart invited everyone to visit the Senior Citizen/Community Center as a cooling site.  She 
also encouraged Commissioners to promote the Homeowners/Renters Assistance Program.  Commissioner 
Kephart requested to have the seats in the quiet lounge re-upholstered because the cushions are low. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. to September 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cienega Valley Mobile 
Estates. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  
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