Help Preserve our Native Coast Oaks

San Dimas is home to many native trees which are an essential part of the natural heritage of this city.  These native trees define the community and add character and beauty to private and public property.  The established Coast Oaks are the predominant native tree found within the City of San Dimas.  By virtue of their majestic beauty and the many benefits they provide to both humans and wildlife, they are deserving of protection.  It is the goal of the City to preserve and promote the native species in existence and to increase the native tree population. 

Unfortunately, the native Oaks have suffered the consequences of development, inappropriate watering and landscaping beneath their canopy.   Particularly detrimental to the health of a well established Oak is the application of moisture to the base of the tree during the summer months.  The Coast Live Oak is native to Southern California and has adapted to our dry summers.  Irrigating underneath the canopy of these trees during the summer provides an environment conducive to the spread of Oak Root Fungus.  This pathogen spreads slowly throughout the root system, then travels up the inside of the bark, girdling the tree and causing eventual death.  Oak trees existing in dry soil are not susceptible to the fungus.

We are asking all residents to avoid irrigating underneath the canopy of the mature Oaks during the summer months.  It is particularly harmful when irrigation is applied directly to the trunk and at the base of the trees. If you would like assistance in redirecting  your irrigation system, selecting appropriate plant material or if you would like to have mulch delivered please contact us.  Thank you for helping to preserve our native tree population.  If you have any questions, please contact Deborah Day, Municipal Arborist at dday@ci.san-dimas.ca.us or (909) 394-6273. 

