
CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, July 2, 2009 
Walker House, Conference Room 

121 N. San Dimas Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Director Bruns at 7:00p.m. in the absence of Chairperson Kephart and 
Vice Chair Short. 

 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present :  Lorous “Connie” Brown 

Bee Dallas 
Paul Hernandez 
Jay Pace  
Alta Skinner 
Don Stevenson 

   Robbie Williams 
      

Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 

 
Excused:  Judy Kephart, Chairperson 

Prudie Short 
 
 

ELECTION OF COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR 2009-2010 
 
Director Bruns reviewed that annually at the July meeting the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the 
Commission need to be selected.  This item was moved to the beginning of the meeting so that the newly 
elected Chairperson could conduct the meeting. 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER NOMINATED COMMISSIONER  BROWN AS SENIOR CITIZEN 
COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STEVENSON AND PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
COMMISSIONER BROWN NOMINATED COMMISSIONER SKINNER AS SENIOR CITIZEN 
COMMISSION VICE-CHAIRPERSON, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS AND 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 7, 2009 MEETING AS MAILED 
 
Minutes approved as mailed. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
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A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Citizen/Community Center usage and activity comparison report 
noting a decline in the Chuckwagon Lunch program during the months of May and June.  The difference 
reflects a decrease of five to six less meals served each day.  Staff noted a continued increase in the 
Chuckwagon Dinner Program.   
 
Staff invited Commissioners to attend the Intergenerational Talent Show, which highlights the talents 
across various generations.  The talent show will be hosted on Tuesday, August 18 at 2:00p.m. at the San 
Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center. 
 
Staff reported that most Mt. San Antonio College sponsored courses are in Summer Session for five 
weeks.  They will be on vacation for three weeks before return for their regular 18-week Fall Session.  
 
Staff encouraged Commissioners to attend the 2009 Senior Prom on Friday, July 17 from 4:30p.m. - 
8:30p.m. to be held at the Plummer Community Building. 
 
B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in May and June: 
 

May 2   Seasonal Event – 90+ Birthday Celebrations 
May 12   Seasonal Event – Caregiver Seminar 
May 13   Chuckwagon Social & Happy Hour Dinner Social 
May 13   Seasonal Event – Volunteer Recognition Event 
May 16   Excursion – Palm Springs Follies & Billy Reed’s Restaurant  
May 19-21  Excursion – Edgewater Casino (3 Day) 
May 23   Outdoor Adventures – Bird Walk 
May 29   Senior Event – Day at the Derby Dinner 
 
June 6   Excursion – Kayaking Adventure 
June 11   Chuckwagon Social & Happy Hour Dinner Social  
June 19   Senior Event – Luau Dinner  
June 22   Excursion – Sycuan Casino 
June 25   Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
June 28   Excursion – Catalina (Bus #1 & 2) 
  

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

July 9   Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
July 9   Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
July 10   Intergenerational – Father/Daughter Magic Show 
July 11   Excursion – Federal Reserve & Wells Fargo Bank 
July 15   Excursion – Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
July 17   Senior Event – Senior Prom 
July 25   Excursion – Summer Surprise 
July 27   Chuckwagon Social – July Birthdays 
July 31   Outdoor Adventures – Family Campout 
  
August 1  Outdoor Adventures – Family Campout 
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August 6  Seasonal Event – Bunko  
August 13  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
August 13  Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
August 14  Excursion – Wine & Dine at Santa Ynez 
August 18  Seasonal Event - Intergenerational Talent Show 
August 19  Excursion – Pageant of the Masters 
August 23-22  Outdoor Adventures – Family Campout 
August 28  Senior Event – Summer BBQ Picnic 
August 30  Active Excursion – Kayaking Adventure 
August 31  Chuckwagon Social – August Birthdays 
  

C. Miscellaneous
  
 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION FOUNDATION QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Staff reported that the current balance for the Commission Foundation Money Market account is 
$2,854.42 and $6,260.65 for the Certificate of Deposit account. Staff reported that the Certificate of 
Deposit will mature on August 13, 2009, with a current rate of 2.35% Annual Percentage Yield and a 
2.323% Annual Percentage Rate. Staff has no recommendations for expenditures from the account at this 
time. 
 
Staff reported that the interest rates offered at US Bank are lower than the interest rates previously 
offered.  Staff researched the Money Market and Certificate of Deposit interest rates offered by local 
banking institutions and shared the report findings.  Staff reviewed the allowable uses for the funds.  After 
discussion, the Commission directed staff to review the rates upon the Certificate of Deposit maturation 
and relocate the funds to a more profitable institution if needed. 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED TO PLACE $5,000 IN A CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
ACCOUNT FOR A 12-MONTH PERIOD AND THE REMAINDER IN A MONEY MARKET AT 
VINEYARD BANK,  SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STEVENSON AND PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Staff reported that a donation was received in memory of Ernest Harriman from Patricia Harriman.  This 
donation will be accounted in the fourth quarter’s financial report. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 
 
Director Bruns inquired on the location for the September Senior Citizens Commission Meeting.  After 
reviewing the sites previously visited, Commissioner Skinner suggested visiting Park San Dimas and 
adding their Disaster Preparedness Program as an agenda item.  Commissioners stated that they would 
like refreshments to be provided.  Staff stated that refreshments are usually provided by the host site.  
Commissioner Skinner requested that if refreshments are not provided, that the Commissioners be 
contacted to bring a contribution to the meeting. 
 
Director Bruns reported that the City Council passed a balanced budget with no reduction to service. 
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B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the City passed a balanced budget without cuts to any programs and 
services.  He stated that unlike other cities that had to make cuts to Fire Departments and Public Safety, 
San Dimas is part of the Fire District and does not have a contract for fire services.  The City of San 
Dimas has a contract with the Los Angeles County Sheriff, and that contract was not cut.   
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the Gateway Project in San Dimas Canyon Road and Bonita 
Avenue are expected to have a Fresh & Easy Market with construction beginning this summer and 18,000 
square feet of other retail outlets and the remaining area for apartments. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the original developer for the Fox Project on San Dimas Avenue went 
bankrupt.  He stated that the new developer is interested in building low-income housing, which may be 
controversial.  Commissioner Skinner stated that the City should look into the community impact because 
low-income housing often has a huge impact on the school district.  She also inquired on the amount of 
land that the City owns since the City provided funds.   Councilmember Bertone stated that money 
provided by the City was in escrow and all the funds were returned when the developer went bankrupt.  
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the possible $10 - $14 million expansion of City Hall is still being 
reviewed. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that Lone Hill Middle School and San Dimas High School are 
Distinguished Schools.  He stated that this is a great recognition for San Dimas because great cities have 
great schools. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that Golden State Water, the San Dimas water purveyor, is applying to the 
Public Utilities Commission for a conservation plan.  This is required because Metropolitan Water 
District is reducing the water they can access.  Golden State Water is suggesting Phase 1, which is a 
request of the community to reduce water consumption by 10% without penalties.  However, penalties 
may follow depending upon the success or failure of Phase 1. 
 
Councilmember Bertone invited everyone to attend the City Birthday BBQ on Friday, August 7 at the 
Civic Center, and the San Dimas Day at the Fair on Thursday, September 10.   
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Pace stated that she loves the street projects and cannot wait for them to be finished.  She 
stated that the last Site Council meeting was held at Pasadena to review the Chuckwagon caterer.  She 
stated that the facility was clean. 
 
Commissioner Hernandez inquired about the hours the San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center is 
open as a Cooling Station.  Staff stated that the Senior Center is open to the public from Monday to Friday 
from 8:00a.m. to 5:00p.m., and  that hours may be extended on an as needed basis and utilized as a 
temporary emergency shelter if the power is out at a senior housing facility. 
 
Commissioner Stevenson stated that he saw people crossing near the railroad tracks on San Dimas 
Avenue north of Arrow Highway.  He noticed that there is no actual crosswalk.  Staff will forward the 
request to the Traffic and Safety Committee. 
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Commissioner Skinner invited Commissioners to the San Dimas Day at the Fair.  “Going Green, Tree 
City USA” is this year’s theme, to acknowledge that San Dimas received recognition two-years in a row 
as Tree City USA.  Commissioner Skinner stated that last year four murals were painted at the City Yard 
and four more murals will be painted this year.  Forty-Four students and four teachers will be completing 
the work.  She encouraged everyone to stop by July 6 through July 17.  Next year the ceramics class will 
create tiles to decorate the entryway to the City Yard.  Commissioner Skinner inquired on the status of 
Bravo Burger.  Councilmember Bertone stated that they do not want to return to their previous site.  
Commissioner Skinner invited everyone to visit the 2nd Floor Gallery at the Walker House on July 10 and 
July 11.  She encouraged everyone to have lunch at Saffron.  Staff stated that the Historical Society will 
be hosting docent led tours the second Saturday of each month beginning in July. 
 
Commissioner Brown stated that she was concerned that only two restroom stalls were available for 
women during the Relay for Life, but was very pleased that they were always clean and fully stocked.  
She recommended that the City publicize that the City of San Dimas passed a balanced budget and 
recognize the efforts of the City Council and staff.  Commissioner Brown stated that on Covina Boulevard 
from San Dimas Hospital to Lone Hill Avenue, the speed limit varies from 40 miles per hour to 25 mile 
per hour and back to 40 miles per hour in a very short distance.  She stated that she understands that it is 
because of the schools, but recommended it be analyzed.  Councilmember Bertone stated that he would 
have someone look into it.  
 
 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: 
 
No audience communication. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. to September 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  
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