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CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, November 6, 2008 
San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center 

201 E. Bonita Avenue, San Dimas 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kephart at 7:03 p.m.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Present : Bee Dallas 

Paul Hernandez 
Judy Kephart, Chairperson 
Jay Pace  
Prudie Short  
Alta Skinner 
Don Stevenson 

      
Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Erica Rodriguez, Senior Citizen Services Coordinator 

 
            Absent: Lorous “Connie” Brown, excused 

Robbie Williams, unexcused 
 
    
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION 
 
Joe Cima, a local reverse mortgage lender, stated that he is interested in learning about the senior services 
offered in San Dimas. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 MEETING AS MAILED 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2008, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SHORT AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Center usage and comparison report.  Staff presented a summary report for 
all programs offered at the Senior Citizen/Community Center for review by the Senior Citizen Commission.   
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B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in September and October: 
 

September 5-6  Outdoor Adventures – Western Campout for families 
September 10  Chuckwagon Social – School Days Ice Cream Social 
September 11  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
September 11  Excursion – Old Towne Music Hall & Bubba Gump 
September 17  Excursion – Valley View Casino Bus #1 
September 19  Senior Event – Night of Romance Dinner 
September 22  Seasonal Event – Bunko Social  
September 24  Excursion – Valley View Casino Bus #2 
September 27  Citywide Event – 5K Run/Family Fitness Fair 
September 29  Chuckwagon Social – September Birthdays 
  
October 01  Screening – Bone Density 
October 02  Excursion – Colorful Songs of Broadway 
October 07  Excursion – New Orleans Pre-Departure Meeting  
October 09  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour Dinner Social 
October 10  Senior Event – A Pirates Life Dinner 
October 16  Excursion – Huntington Beach Oktoberfest 
October 27  Chuckwagon Social – October Birthdays 
October 29  Excursion – Mystery Trip 
October 31  Chuckwagon Social – Halloween Social 
October 31  Citywide Event – Halloween Carnival 
  

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

November 5  Seasonal Event – Flu Shot Clinic  
November 6  Excursion – Harrah’s Casino 
November 10  Chuckwagon Social – Veterans’ Celebration 
November 13  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
November 14  Senior Event – Thanksgiving Feast 
November 15  Excursion – Day in Julian 
November 20  Excursion – Taste Bud Overload 
November 22  Outdoor Adventure – Wildlife Appreciation Hike 
November 24  Seasonal Event – Bunko Social 
November 24  Chuckwagon Social – Birthday Social 
 
December 4  Excursion – Victoria Gardens Shopping 
December 5  Senior Event – Holiday Dinner 
December 10  Excursion – Holiday Lights 
December 11  Excursion – Holiday Lights 
December 13  Community Event – HolidayFest 
December 17  Excursion – Rancho Cucamonga Wine Tasting 
December 19  Community Event – Santa’s Hayride at Horsethief Canyon Park 
December 29  Chuckwagon Social – Birthday Social 
December 30  Chuckwagon Social – New Year’s Social 
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C. Miscellaneous 
  
Staff thanked Commissioners Kephart, Hernandez and Short for volunteering during the flu shot clinic hosted 
on Wednesday, November 5 at the Community Building where a total of 202 vaccinations were administered 
by Los Angeles County nurses. 
 
Staff presented the finding from the Chuckwagon Lunch and Dinner program survey.  In the month of 
October 2008, a survey was conducted during the Chuckwagon Lunch and Dinner Programs as requested by 
the San Dimas Senior Citizens Commission in September 2008.  Program participants were asked to rate the 
program as poor, fair, good or excellent in the following areas:  
 

 Reservation Process 
 Check-In Process 
 Meal Cost (Was it a good value?) 
 Quality of Meal Provided 
 Helpfulness of Site Manager 
 Helpfulness of Volunteers 
 Overall Rating of Nutrition Program 

 
A total of 59 surveys were collected from lunch program participants and 22 surveys were collected from 
dinner program participants.  94.9% nutrition program participants rated the overall lunch program as 
excellent or good and 95.45% of dinner program participants rated the overall program as excellent or good.   
 
Staff will continue to evaluate the program on a yearly basis or as needed.  These findings will be shared with 
both site managers and the Intervale Senior Services director. 
 
Commissioner Pace attended the Site Council meeting.  They will be conducting a survey more frequently.  
She stated that “soggy vegetables” are still an area of concern for the caterer and meal sites.  The Site Council 
discussed cooking the vegetable at the San Dimas Senior Citizen/ Community Center to avoid overcooking 
during transportation.  Staff stated that Intervale Senior Services has not requested use of the kitchen.  Staff 
will contact Don Herring, Intervale Senior Services Director for additional information. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION QUARTERLY FOUNDTION FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Staff reported that the current Commission Foundation Money Market account balance is $2,698.50.  The 
Certificate of Deposit account will mature on December 16, 2008 and the current balance is $6,145.73.  Staff 
has no recommendations for expenditures from the account at this time. 
 
A Donor Wall donation for $150.00 was deposited in the Money Market account on October 3, this donation 
will be reflected in the 4th Quarter Financial Report to be presented in January 2009. 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED THAT STAFF RENEW THE CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT AND 
MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS UPON NEGOTIATING A NEW RATE, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER STEVENSON AND APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 

 
Staff invited Commissioners to attend the annual Holiday Fest on Saturday, December 13.  Staff thanked the 
San Dimas Senior Citizen Club for once again sponsoring the snow.  This year’s event will feature Santa’s 
Breakfast, Truck Stop San Dimas, food, arts & craft vendors and local entertainment. 
 
B. City Council Liaison 
 
Councilmember Bertone announced that the School District’s bond for improvement projects passed.  
Commissioner Skinner served as the Vice Chairperson for the Bond Committee.  Councilmember Bertone 
stated that the District and the City are working together.  
 
Councilmember Bertone reassured the Commission that San Dimas has a balanced budget and programs will 
not be cut even if money is taken by the State. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that Los Angeles County designated Walnut Creek as a Significant 
Ecological Area (SEA) and The Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (a non-profit agency) purchased the 60 
acre property.  The City will contributed $1 million toward the purchase to expand the area near Loma Vista 
Park in Via Verde. 
 
Councilmember Bertone reported that the City Council has agreed to contract with Saffron Restaurant to 
provide meals at the Walker House with two distinct menus. The Historical Society and the Festival of Arts 
will share the second floor with a museum dedicated to the history of the Walker House. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that construction at the Canyon Center on San Dimas Canyon Road and 
Bonita Avenue is expected to begin soon.  A Fresh and Easy grocery store and Walgreens may be located at 
the Canyon Center.  
 
C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Skinner shared that a mock-election was held at Ramona Middle School.  She stated that the 
student vote produced similar results to the National votes. Commissioner Skinner suggested promoting the 
Chuckwagon lunch and dinner program with a half-sheet flier in addition to the menu. 
 
Commissioner Dallas suggested distributing Chuckwagon Nutrition fliers at the Hunger Kitchen to reach 
those who will benefit greatly from the program. 
 
Commissioner Stevenson has an electric keyboard he would like to donate to anyone interested. 
 
Commissioner Hernandez stated his pleasure with the proposed project on San Dimas Canyon Road.  He 
stated that the road work on San Dimas Avenue and Arrow Highway has slowed traffic and is causing a traffic 
back-up.   
 
Commissioner Pace stated that she is very pleased with the new Bonita Unified Superintendent and is pleased 
that Al-Ateen information is available to students. 
 
Commissioner Kephart stated that Mobile Home Parks and rents in general are very expensive and is 
concerned for HRA applicants who may need assistance.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. to January 8, 2009 at the San Dimas Senior/Citizen Community 
Center. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  


