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CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 7, 2010 
San Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center 

201 E. Bonita Avenue 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Brown called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present :   

Bee Dallas 
Lorous “Connie” Brown, Chairperson  
Paul Hernandez 
Jay Pace  
Don Stevenson 
Alta Skinner, Vice Chairperson 

   Robbie Williams  
  

Denis Bertone, City Councilmember  
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks & Recreation 
Leon Raya, Recreation Services Manager 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator 

 
Absent:  Judy Kephart, excused 

Prudie Short, excused 
 
 
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION 
 
None in attendance 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 5, 2009 MEETING AS CORRECTED 
 
Commissioner Hernandez stated that the minutes listed his absence as “unexcused”, but he called prior to the 
meeting and should be listed as “excused”.  
 
THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NOVEMBER 5, 2009, WERE APPROVED AS CORRECTED. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE 
 
A. Attendance/Participation 
 
Staff reviewed the quarterly Senior Citizen/Community Center usage and activity comparison report noting 
that Chuckwagon Lunch numbers were down substantially in the month of November. Staff stated that three 
excursions were offered during the month and many organizations held holiday socials; however, to be certain 
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that the decrease is not due to a decrease in program quality, staff will conduct a survey during the month of 
February and report findings at the March Senior Commission meeting. 
 
B. Programs and Activities 
 
Staff reviewed the following programs held in November and December: 
 

November 5  Excursion – Las Brisas Restaurant 
November 7  Outdoor Adventure – Bonelli Bike Ride 
November 12  Excursion – 5 Crowns Restaurant in Corona Del Mar 
November 12  Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
November 12  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
November 14  Outdoor Adventure – Wildlife Appreciation Hike 
November 19  Excursion – Palm Springs Tour 
November 20  Senior Event – Thanksgiving Feast 
November 24  Chuckwagon Social – Birthday Social 
 
December 5  Community Event – HolidayFest 
December 10  Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
December 10  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
December 11  Senior Event – Holiday Dinner 
December 12  Excursion – Citrus Players 
December 15  Seminar – Self-Defense Techniques by ProjectSISTER 
December 18  Community Event – Santa’s Hayride at Horsethief Canyon Park 
December 19  Excursion – San Gabriel Playhouse 
December 28  Chuckwagon Social – Birthday Social 
December 29  Chuckwagon Social – Open Mic Night 
 

Upcoming events and activities include: 
   

January 6  Excursion – Pala Casino (2 buses) 
January 7  Chuckwagon Social –New Year Bingo Social 
January 12  Seminar-Emergency Prep 101 
January 14  Excursion – IMAX Theatre and Lawry’s Prime Rib 
January 14  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
January 19  Chuckwagon Social – Open Mic Night 
January 22  Senior Social – Viva Las Vegas 
January 26  Chuckwagon Social – Birthday Social 
 
February 11  Chuckwagon Social – Happy Hour 
February 11  Seminar-Smarter Senior Forum presented by Supervisor Antonovich 
February 11  Chuckwagon Social – Bingo Social 
February 13  Excursion – Whale Watching in Dana Point  
February 18  Seasonal Event – Bunko Social  
February 19  Senior Dinner Social – Roaring 20s Dinner 
  

C. Miscellaneous 
  
Staff reported that Supervisor Antonovich and the Department of Consumer Affairs will host a Smarter 
Seniors Forum on Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 2:00pm to 4:00pm at the San Dimas Senior Citizen 
Community Center.   
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The topics will include:  Common Consumer Scams 
    Real Estate Fraud and Landlord/Tenant Issues 
    Abuse by Conservators, Relatives or Caregivers 
    Advanced Health Directive 
    Identity Theft and Privacy Crimes 
 
In conjunction with this event, Atria Rancho Park will provide Happy Hour refreshments. 
 
On January 21, The Center for Independent Living will be conducting a discussion group from 1:00pm to 
2:00pm.  The group focuses on Medicare changes, impacts of the economy and it allows participants to decide 
on the direction of the group. 
 
Commissioner Skinner noticed on the activity report that the canasta and the weekly video programs have 
grown dramatically.  Staff stated that the canasta group has 20-25 regular participants and that a third movie 
program was added. 
 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN COMMISSION FOUNDATION QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Staff reported that the current Senior Citizen Commission Foundation Money Market account balance is 
$4,636.30.  The Certificate of Deposit account balance is $5,015.78, which will mature on August 19, 2010.  
The Senior Citizen Commission Foundation accounts total $9,652.08.  There are currently no 
recommendations for expenditures from the account.   
 
 
REVIEW OF PROCESS FOR SELECTION OF 2010 LOS ANGELES COUNTY OLDER 
AMERICAN HONOREE 
 
Staff reported that the Older American Honoree represents the City of San Dimas at the Older American 
Recognition Day celebration, sponsored by Los Angeles County; during Western Days, sponsored by the San 
Dimas Chamber of Commerce; and during San Dimas Day at the Los Angeles County Fair in Pomona.  Staff 
stated that the Los Angeles County event is tentatively scheduled and staff will receive confirmation the week 
of January 19.  Once the event is confirmed, staff will promote the Older American Honoree nomination 
process during the San Dimas Senior Citizens Club meetings, during the Chuckwagon Nutrition Programs, in 
the SilverTimes monthly newsletter and all other regular media releases.  Forms will be available at the San 
Dimas Senior Citizen/Community Center and at City Hall and must be returned by Wednesday, February 24, 
2010.  The Commission reviewed the nomination application and list of past honorees.   
 
Commissioner Skinner suggested that the publicity state that Senior Citizen Club membership is not required.  
She also requested that the nomination forms be available at all senior housing sites in San Dimas.  Director 
Bruns requested that publicity specify the activities in which the Older American Honoree will represent the 
City of San Dimas. 
 
COMMISSIONER SKINNER MOVED TO APPROVE THE SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE 2010 
OLDER AMERICAN HONOREE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STEVENSON AND PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
A. Staff 
 
Director Bruns invited all Commissioners to the Annual Awards & Recognition dinner on Saturday, January 
16, 2010.  After briefly discussing Commissioner Kephart’s absence, the Commissioners suggested that a 
“Get Well” card be mailed to her on behalf of the Senior Citizen Commission. 
 
Director Bruns reported that maintenance is complete on the women’s restroom door at the Senior 
Citizen/Community Center. 
 
Director Bruns stated that 2010 is the City’s 50th Anniversary and the City is promoting banners to be posted 
on Bonita Avenue, Arrow Highway and Via Verde Avenue.  They will be sold throughout the year.  The cost 
is approximately $250 per banner.  The banners will be returned to the purchaser to keep at the beginning of 
2011. 
 
Directors Bruns reported that the City Hall renovation project is out to bid and City Council will vote to award 
the contract on February 23. They may choose to approve the entire project or a portion of the project, which 
is divided into three sections.  If the renovation is approved, City Hall will be relocated to the former Levitz 
building. 
 
Director Bruns encouraged Commissioners to suggest ideas, programs and activities. 
 
Manager Raya reported that staff met with Linda Groth, Senior Citizen Club Treasurer, regarding the 
California State Bingo guidelines.  She was encouraged to speak to attorney Howard Hawkins, who provides 
legal advice at no cost at the Senior Center, regarding compensation for bingo volunteers.   Staff also spoke to 
the Bingo Board and volunteers regarding the possible relocation of bingo to the Senior Citizen/Community 
Center during the City Hall renovation.  Bingo volunteers suggested utilizing long tables and provided 
valuable recommendations.  They seemed agreeable and willing to work with the City to continue to provide 
bingo. 
 
B. City Council Liaison 
 
In response to Commissioner Dallas, Councilmember Bertone stated that a traffic light was not warranted at 
the intersection of Monte Vista and Bonita Avenue.  He stated that the decision to place traffic lights and 
intersections are not made by the City Council, those recommendations are reviewed by the Traffic and Safety 
Committee and they make the recommendations.  Councilmember Bertone advised Commissioner Dallas to 
contact and submit her suggestion to Public Works.  Director Bruns stated that she will forward the request for 
Commissioner Dallas. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the City Council did not meet the last part of December 2009, and staff 
has the responsibility of ensuring that the move is coordinated should the City Hall renovation project be 
approved.  The renovation is currently estimated at $12 to $13 Million. Currently, there are no other new 
projects expected. 
 
Councilmember Bertone stated that the Fresh & Easy, 10,000 square foot project was approved for San Dimas 
Canyon Road and Bonita Avenue and he expects construction to begin within the next two months. 
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C. Members of the Commission 
 
Commissioner Dallas expressed concern regarding the lack of a traffic light at the intersection of Monte Vista 
and Bonita Avenue.  She reported that the curb was painted red near Park San Dimas Senior Apartments. 
 
Commissioner Skinner invited everyone to the 2nd Story Gallery at the Walker House, which opens Friday, 
January 8 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The gallery is open Friday through Saturday.  The current exhibit will 
end on Saturday, January 16.  She encouraged everyone to attend opening night, which also features wine and 
appetizers by Saffron.  Local artist Pat Brahs and Lorna Skeie are featured this month. 
 
Commissioner Williams reported that the sidewalks on Gladstone Avenue between San Dimas Canyon Road 
and Walnut Avenue are littered with trash. Staff will forward this information to the Public Works 
Department. 
 
Commissioner Pace stated that the construction fence on the corner of Bonita Avenue and San Dimas Canyon 
Road is unsightly and seems to be falling. Staff will forward this information to the Planning Department. 
 
Commissioner Hernandez reported that In-Home Support Services is trying to cut services and stated that the 
Governor is trying to eliminate the program. He inquired about the possibility of offering the H1N1 vaccine to 
seniors in San Dimas.  Staff will contact the Los Angeles County Health Department and follow-up with the 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Stevenson stated that the doorstop was removed from the door at the Community Building and 
he is concerned that some individuals have a difficult time exiting the doors.  Staff stated that it was removed 
to maintain room temperature and will look into his concern with the Facilities Manager. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. to March 4, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
____________________________________ 
Erica Rodriguez, Recreation Coordinator  


