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City of San Dimas 
Public Works Department 
Traffic Safety Committee 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
WEDNESDAY, May 19, 2010, at 9:30 A.M. 

Temporary City Hall-Public Conference Room 
 
Committee Members Present: Krishna Patel (Committee Chair/Public Works Director), John Campbell 
(Street Maintenance Superintendent, Public Works), Gary Bishop (Street Maintenance Supervisor, 
Public Works), Lisa Monreal (Committee Secretary/Environmental Coordinator, Public Works), Warren 
Siecke (Traffic Engineer), and Cheryl Seifert (Transportation Dept., Bonita Unified School District). 
* * * * 
Meeting called to order at 9:36 AM. 
 
TSC Introductions.  Audience Introductions. 
 
05-10-01 SAN DIMAS CANYON ROAD/ SEQUOIA COURT 
REQUEST FROM CHRIS ROELLE, RESIDENT: Consider measures such as a stop sign to reduce 
speed on San Dimas Canyon Road due to lack of visibility for vehicles exiting at Sequoia Court. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Chris Roelle was present.  Chair Patel summarized resident’s request.  TE Siecke 
stated that safety problems actually can increase with installation of stop signs when traffic conditions do 
not satisfy the warrants for all-way stop control as motorists disobey the sign and cause hazards for 
those assuming safety at the controlled intersection.  With only a handful of houses on Sequoia Court, 
the traffic volume would not satisfy the warrant requirements for installation of stop signs on San Dimas 
Canyon Road.   Chair Patel stated an incremental approach is typically used, by improving signage, 
striping, and visibility.  TE Siecke stated that putting in a triangular island at Sequoia Ct. would allow 
motorists to pull forward for better visibility of southbound traffic. 
Mr. Roelle stated the problem on La Mesa Court is similar and speed on San Dimas Canyon Rd. should 
be addressed.  When a sheriff is not present, speed typically increases and will not slow down unless 
something is done.  He witnesses the traffic start speeding from the green light at Foothill. 
In response to TE Siecke, Mr. Roelle stated that increased enforcement is just a stop gap, and that 
many close calls have occurred in his 8 years of residence.  There needs to be some way to slow cars 
down. 
Chair Patel stated the City-wide Speed survey is underway, which will determine prevailing speeds and 
recommend revising of speed limits where necessary and possible.  The City is required to follow 
prescribed State guidelines, which require the speed limit to be set at the 5-mile per hour increment 
nearest the prevailing speed (85 percent of the vehicles travel at or below).  For example, if the 
prevailing speed is 37 mph, then the speed limit is set at 35 mph; if 38, then it is set at 40 mph.  
Previous considerations for safety included striping of a right turn lane into Sequoia Ct. and installation 
of a “T” intersection sign north of Sequoia Court. 
Mr. Roelle stated most residents are coming from south.   
Chair Patel stated that with the curvature, and multitude of drivers, the incremental changes will be 
installed without the expectation of overnight results.  By implementing measures to increase safety and 
visibility, we are able to build on these in the future as necessary.  This includes increased enforcement 
at varied locations. 
TE Siecke stated the triangular island will allow motorists to pull out from Sequoia and still be in 
protected zone and that extension of the right turn striping lane on the west side of street will make San 
Dimas Canyon Road appear narrower, and provide additional protection by directing southbound traffic 
away from the westerly side of San Dimas Canyon Road. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
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1.  TE to prepare plans to: a) create striped porkchop island at Sequoia Court, b) consider same at La 
Mesa Court, c) extend right turn lane at Sequoia Court, d) determine proper location for “T” 
intersection signage, e) RPM locations on white 8” striping and double yellow line at Sequoia Court. 

2.   Staff to remove top rail of equestrian fence from Sequoia Court, northerly to the catch basin. 
3.   Recommend increased enforcement by Sheriff at varied locations along San Dimas Canyon Road. 
 
05-10-02 SUNFLOWER AVE/NOTTINGHAM COURT/ NEWCASTLE COURT 
REQUEST FROM STAFF: Consider moving City sign indicating parking restrictions from the corner of 
Sunflower and Nottingham to the corner of Newcastle and Sunflower to increase visibility. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Chair Patel stated this request is valid and should be implemented.  SS Campbell stated 
a GIS map of existing, requested, and proposed revised locations of parking restriction signs throughout 
the City has been created, and will be given to parking enforcement staff to review. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Move parking sign from corner of Sunflower and Nottingham to corner of Newcastle and Sunflower. 
 
05-10-03 SHULL ELEMENTARY/AMELIA AVE/ALLEN AVE/ BRADISH AVE 
REQUEST FROM CHRIS ANN HORSLEY, PRINCIPAL, SHULL ELEMENTARY:   Consider placement 
of signs similar to those on Ramona Avenue near Allen Avenue School stating “No parking/Loitering”.  
Parents are parking on Bradish waiting for children and affecting neighbors by blocking driveways.   
 
DISCUSSION:  TE Siecke conducted a parking survey of Bradish during school start and dismissal.  
The survey revealed that during the morning hour a total of 18 vehicles used Bradish as the drop off 
point, and 10 children walked to school from nearby homes, using the Bradish gate as their entrance 
point.  In the afternoon, a total of 12 vehicles picked up children from school and 7 children used the 
gate to exit school on their walk home.  No driveways were blocked.  As the request is from the 
principal, if there is concern about this gate use, then it should be closed by the school rather than the 
City imposing a parking restriction.  The existing condition does not appear to be a significant traffic 
concern.   
TD Siefert stated she has not witnessed students entering through the Bradish gate. 
SS Campbell noted that the campus is very open at this location, and this could present a potential 
safety hazard with campus access.  Presence of a proctor at the gate would increase student’s safety. 
Chair Patel noted a parking restriction would affect resident’s ability to park on the street.   
TE Siecke stated that instead of imposing the problem onto the rest of the residents, the gate closure 
may solve the problem.   
TD Siefert stated the gate encourages children to walk, and a proctor would be positive, as would school 
staff speaking directly to parents who use this location to drop children off to discourage it.  
Chair Patel stated that there does not seem to be a significant problem since residents have not 
complained to the City, and if the school has a problem with this access, then closing the gate or having 
a proctor monitor would be best. 
 
REQUEST: Traffic counts/study to determine if number of vehicles at Amelia Avenue/Allen Avenue 
qualifies this intersection for a Crossing Guard. 
 
DISCUSSION: TE Siecke stated that there could be more traffic with the 210 ramp metering, and KP 
stated the peak hours are different and it should not have a significant effect.  Turning movement and 
pedestrian counts would be needed to determine if the traffic conditions meet crossing guard warrants.   
TE Siecke stated there are requirements for the number of students, vs. number of vehicles making 
turns into the crosswalks.   
TD Seifert questioned if Costco had added more traffic since the last crossing guard study had been 
done (the January 2005 study --for Amelia/Gladstone and Amelia/Allen-- included estimated traffic 
volumes from the completed project).   
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Chair Patel recommended a new crossing guard study. 
 
REQUEST: AMELIA LINE OF SIGHT.  TD Seifert brought up a concern for bus drivers exiting onto 
Amelia, that line of sight is impaired by the residence adjacent to the school at 749 Amelia, where the 
vegetation growing on the existing retaining wall forces drivers to edge onto sidewalk before exiting.   
Chair Patel suggested that the District contact the resident as a good neighbor policy, and ask them to 
cut down or trim the vegetation that is causing the line of sight issue.  Failing this, then the District could 
contact the City’s Code Compliance department, where they can ensure the resident is complying with 
code relating to height and property line setbacks.  He mentioned there could be a zoning issue 
involved, where the resident desires a higher level of privacy being next to a school.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  TE Siecke to conduct crossing guard study for intersection of Amelia Avenue 
and Allen Avenue. 
 
05-10-04 BONITA AVE-SAN DIMAS SHERIFF’S BOOSTER CLUB CAR SHOW AND CRUISE 
REQUEST FROM SYLVIA CHAPMAN, PRESIDENT:  Review Traffic Control Plan for 17th Annual San 
Dimas Sheriff’s Booster Club Car Show and Cruise, Sunday July 25th, 2010.   
 
DISCUSSION:  Laura Alvarado and Mike Montes from the Booster Club were present.  Ms. Alvarado 
stated no changes have occurred to the plan since incorporation of changes recommended by the TSC 
in 2009.  Mr. Montes stated that the event’s traffic control staff have established a positive working 
relationship with Maurice Cuellar (Farmer’s Market) and are able to utilize his traffic control equipment 
for a majority of the required closures.    He also stated the club has acquired A-Frames for sign 
placement.   
Chair Patel reminded club staff that they will receive a list of standard conditions as part of their 
Temporary Use Permit from Development Services, which will include the TSC recommendations.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Approve Car Show and forward conditions of approval for inclusion in TUP 
event permit. 
 
05-10-05 EAST FOOTHILL BLVD 
REQUEST FROM STAFF:  Review site plan to construct an approximately 1,330 square foot 
delicatessen and patio addition to an existing market located at 264 East Foothill Blvd. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Steve Rudy, Owner of Starberry Farms, and Staff Planner Kristy Grabow were present.  
Chair Patel stated that the plans were different than the design discussed in the field with Mr. Rudy that 
showed a 15’ addition and retention of the on-site trees.  The proposed plans show a doubly large 
addition and removal of the trees west of the building to accommodate the driveway.   
The need for tree removal is clear due to the size of the building and need of ADA stalls, as well as 
accommodating ingress/egress traffic with the proposed design.   
Mr. Rudy stated the parking plan has been revised from the shown plans, and they have requested a 
wider driveway so customers don’t have to wait on Foothill Blvd to enter lot.   
Chair Patel stated that as long as the building as proposed meets code requirements, the suggestion to 
preserve the tree cannot be met with the proposed plan.  The plan works in terms of circulation, with the 
driveway increased in width and radius returns for ease of in/out traffic. The driveway can then taper 
back at the setback line.  
Mr. Rudy responded to TSC questions regarding deliveries, which occur through the back (southern) 
driveway off of Walnut, typically in the morning hour where items are unloaded in approximately 15 
minutes.  Mr. Rudy stated that with the seasonal X-mas tree farm, they want to preserve the 60’ space 
for their large tent.  The front tent would be ½ the size of previous years, but will allow for more parking.   
Planner Grabow stated that according to parking requirements, the submitted plan is 2 stalls short, and 
that this information has been given to the architect.   
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Chair Patel recommended submission of the plans once complete to LA County, as it appears the 
County driveway for the flood control district encroaches onto the subject property. Accurate property 
line survey monuments should be shown on the plans and on the property.   
Chair Patel stated that because of the added square footage, size of the building, and resultant increase 
in patronage, the corner will require consideration of line of sight issues.  From the perspective of turning 
traffic from Walnut Avenue to Foothill, anything north of the sight line cannot be over 30 inches and 
block views.  Keeping the hedges trimmed is important, and relocation of the wagon appears to be 
necessary. 
In consideration of potential future change of ownership, requirements need to be consistent to ensure 
continued compliance with City code. 
TE Siecke stated that the project engineer should prepare a sight distance study. 
Mr. Rudy stated he would like to keep two parking stalls on Foothill if possible, as some customers use 
these spots and utilize the existing pathway. 
Chair Patel stated that in addition to widening the driveway, that curb, gutter, and sidewalk west of the 
driveway will be required as part of the conditions of approval.  The Foothill Bikeway project scheduled 
for 2013 will widen the roadway, but temporary improvements will be necessary.  
 
TE Siecke stated that following review of the line of sight diagram, it can be determined how many 
parking spaces can be accommodated on Foothill Blvd. 
Mr. Rudy responded to SS Campbell’s question regarding the Xmas tree trailers, stating they enter in 
through leased property from the Flood Control District. 
Chair Patel cautioned to consider potential future loss of County contacts, and how access to the lot 
property would be obtained.  Additionally, once the bridge is widened, it may be harder to gain access.  
Chair Patel recommended that if property lines are determined to include the Flood Control driveway, 
that the property owner secure a condition to accommodate property access. 
TE Siecke stated that a 35’ wide driveway at the property line, with radius returns would be better.  It can 
be tapered to the 26’ width at the east-west drive aisle.  This would not take away any parking spaces 
and Chair Patel stated this would make in/out access for trucks easier. 
SS Campbell encouraged Mr. Rudy to view neighboring newly developed properties for examples of a 
“radius return”.   
Chair Patel stated that the plan needs to show truck turning paths, especially for seasonal business, and 
the property needs accessibility from its own land.   
TE Siecke discussed ADA walkway between the addition and the parking lot, and that no curb stops 
should be present in this area.  He mentioned that wheel stops are necessary and that bollards are an 
even superior option. 
Chair Patel suggested the project architect consider a circular driveway, which would work well when the 
road is widened in 2013.  This circulation plan may prove even better than previous options discussed. 
In response to Planner Grabow, Chair Patel stated the TSC would like to see the revised plans once 
submitted. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Applicant shall: a) complete line of sight study, b) widen driveway to 35 feet at 
the property line, tapered to 26’ width at the east-west drive aisle, c) show truck turning paths (including 
seasonal), d) show survey markers on plans, e) include curb and gutter improvements west of driveway, 
f) consider circular driveway, g) submit plans to LA County and determine accurate property ownership, 
h) consider bollards at ADA parking stalls in lieu of wheel stops. 
 
05-10-06 PUENTE AVENUE- VONS SHOPPING CENTER 
REQUEST FROM GARY ENDERLE, RESIDENT: Close Puente Avenue from Vons shopping center 
second driveway to Calle Leandro from 3:00 pm- 8:00 pm on June 9th, 2010 for the Louie Pompei 
Memorial Committee event. 
 
DISCUSSION: After providing a background of the event, Chair Patel urged Mr. Enderle to strongly 
consider having the event in Via Verde Park instead of on Puente Street.  The requested closure will 
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involve significant detouring of resident traffic, and coordination of multiple City staff. The closure also 
requires the request to go to Council for authorization.  As the weather could be hot, the park would 
provide shade, and if sitting for an hour, it would be nicer to be in the park rather than on the street.   SS 
Campbell stated that the park gives a better vantage point of Pompei Memorial itself, from a higher 
perspective. 
Mr. Enderle stated this is certainly an option, and obviously the memorial is symbolic. As the majority of 
participants in the event will be people who were a part of developing the memorial, he would prefer 
being closer to the park as was the case 14.5 years ago, but will do what the TSC recommends. 
TE Siecke stated that any other time of day, or a weekend would likely work, but 3-6pm is the afternoon 
peak, when people are coming home to the neighborhood, requiring significant planning for rerouting. 
In response to Mr. Enderle’s concern for crossing safety, Chair Patel stated this can be addressed by 
working with sheriff’s volunteers who will be present, who can assist participants in crossing safely. 
SS Campbell stated Staff can also provide advanced signage, “Prepare to Stop”, Special Event Ahead” 
Chair Patel also mentioned ADA access to Via Verde Park is available southeast of the memorial site. 
Mr. Enderle agreed that even if the street wasn’t closed off until 5pm, it would still require all the 
notification efforts.  Recognizing that although a recurring event, this year’s request is more intense with 
the Puente Street closure, Chair Patel stated that with any road closure, that council approval is 
necessary, as is direct mail notification.  He offered to allow Mr. Enderle time to consider the 
committee’s recommendation, view the park and consider chair placement, and come back with a 
decision.  Chair Patel offered to meet Mr. Enderle onsite to discuss logistics. 
 
NOTE: Following meeting onsite with Mr. Patel and Mr. Campbell, organizer Enderle agreed to hold the 
event in Via Verde Park, and not request closure of Puente Street. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff to provide Event Signage for the June 9th Louie Pompei Memorial Service 
and temporary No Parking signs on Puente Street. 
 
 
CONTINUED ITEMS 
 
08-09-04 VIA VERDE-BONELLI PARK/57 FREEWAY ON-RAMP 
REQUEST FROM NICOLE BAUTISTA, RESIDENT: Request to add a “freeway entrance” left turn lane 
on Via Verde for 57 North bound traffic so motorists do not have to wait in line with vehicles entering 
Bonelli Park on festival or other busy days. 
 
STAFF UPDATE: Caltrans staff scheduled to observe traffic upon opening of Raging Waters theme park 
and events at Bonelli Park.  Traffic Engineer Siecke determined space is available for a northbound left 
turn lane, as the existing striping allows for 4 lanes entering the park.  
 
 
CORRECTION: 04-10-05 GLENWOOD DRIVE AND FOOTHILL BLVD 
Minutes of the April 2010 meeting stated the incorrect street for the above item.  The recommendation 
should have read as follows: 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
Remove 6th fence panel of trail fence located east of bus stop on San Dimas AvenueFoothill 
Blvd/Glenwood Drive. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:52 


