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City of San Dimas 
Public Works Department 
Traffic Safety Committee 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
WEDNESDAY, June 16, 2010, at 9:30 A.M. 

Temporary City Hall-Public Conference Room 
 
Committee Members Present: Krishna Patel (Committee Chair/Public Works Director), John Campbell 
(Street Maintenance Superintendent, Public Works), Shari Garwick (Senior Engineer), Gary Bishop 
(Street Maintenance Supervisor, Public Works), Lisa Monreal (Committee Secretary/Environmental 
Coordinator, Public Works), Warren Siecke (Traffic Engineer), Deputy John Rodriguez (San Dimas 
Sheriff’s Dept.), and Cheryl Seifert (Transportation Dept., Bonita Unified School District). 
* * * * 
Meeting called to order at. 9:27 
TSC Introductions.  Audience Introductions. 
 
06-10-01 COVINA BLVD (NORTH SIDE) BTW KIMBERLY AVE TO VALLEY CENTER  
REQUEST FROM, GREG LINZAY, CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY: Consider removal of “No 
Parking” restriction on the north side of Covina Blvd.  This street frontage would allow parishioners to 
park closer to the facility, reducing the need for shuttle service. 
 
DISCUSSION: Chair Patel discussed the site’s detailed history.  Parking solutions included allowing 
parking on street frontages immediately adjacent to the church and a shuttle service from the hospital w/ 
agreement.  Mr. Linzay stated the church has done its due diligence with the shuttle, using grass area 
for parking, but this is not enough on busy weekends.  Covina Blvd is convenient parking for members 
and he doesn’t feel parishioners are infringing on resident’s personal space. 
Chair Patel stated that as the TSC looks at the success of the church, are the services staggered 
enough? If there is still a need for parking, then possibly a renegotiation for additional shuttle service is 
appropriate.  He reminded Mr. Linzay that every development is required to have on site parking. The 
prior accommodations were the best adjustment to satisfy the church’s needs and neighbor concerns. 
Secretary Monreal stated that of eight letters sent, four responses received were against the request.  
Chair Patel stated Staff’s concerns in the planning approval process was to reduce jay walking and 
control parking at all hours with events during peak time such as Easter, ice festival, and the 
tremendous overflow of parking needs. With the consensus of all, including the church, the best 
adequate and safe parking solution was to allow parking on the Church side of the perimeter streets and 
prohibit parking on the opposite sides to not further impact outskirts.  Mr. Linzay stated the biggest need 
is Sunday am, and sometimes in the pm and requested consideration of allowing Sunday parking.   
In response to TE Siecke, Mr. Linzay stated the service times on Sunday are 8:30a/10a/11:30a/5p and 
are typically 1hr 10 min-1hr 15 min long, although 1 hr 7 min is the goal. 
TE Siecke stated this is a compressed timeline, with people arriving before previous service attendees 
have left and suggested spreading the services 2 hrs apart. 
Mr. Linzay stated that 8am is difficult with attendance, and they found adjusting the 8:30 earlier or the 
11:30 later really increases attendance at the 10 am service. 
Mr. Linzay affirmed Deputy Rodriguez’s question if the grass area east of the church is used every 
weekend for parking. 
In response to TE Siecke Chair Patel stated that they went through a lengthy process to manage 
parking on Valley Center north of Covina Blvd and to allow parking on Covina Blvd would most likely 
trigger re-opening the CUP. 
Mr. Linzay stated the church has been proactive with no parking signs, education, and that the 
congregation is respectful.  He stated that parishioners use the crosswalk on Badillo instead of jaywalk. 
 
Secretary Monreal read comments received. 
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June Ruzicka (530 S. Shellman) via phone. Please keep parking restriction as the site has ample on-site parking, including an 
area for office staff adjacent to the Church office building.  Church patrons are noisy, especially during special functions 
residents often have to ask them to be quiet.  Resident does not support partial restrictions to only allow Sunday parking. 
 
Mr. James Johnston (554 Valley Center)/via phone.  Opposed because adds to congestion and perhaps danger to people trying 
to cross to church.  More exposure to people who will be parking and crossing Covina.  Adding more danger element.  
 
Jana Russell (538 S. Darwood) via phone.  House is 15 ft away from car doors slamming.  When bought house, Church bought 
land- required no parking on Covina as a condition of approval.  Would maintain north side “No Parking”.  Church is used 
when people are home, enjoying downtime.  When police are called on Sunday, do not ticket church members.  Stated that 
heard patrons stating “They won’t ticket you”.  Not good neighbors.  They used to give temporary reprieves, but stated that 
would not allow.  Church was built with understanding.  Suggested opening North side of Badillo.  Covina Blvd. is busier than 
Badillo because address directions take them this way.  Classes and social events affect as well. 
 
Roberta Marr (538 S. Shellman Ave) via email. {abridged} People already congregate across the street during and after their 
events which end at all hours…Not everyone is thrilled with High School Musical practice at 2AM when you have to get up at 
4…Having people parked right outside my window makes me very uncomfortable.  It invades my privacy and makes me feel 
less safe.   I have lived in my home since 1985 and this church has been the most horrible neighbor I have had 
anywhere…What exactly is the “Green” advantage of a few passenger vehicles parking closer to the church?  I do see it will 
increase jaywalking in the middle of a sometimes very busy street.  I don’t see this as a safe alternative to using the shuttle.   
  
Mr. Hefti (538 S. Darwood Ave) stated the stipulation at the last council meeting was no parking on north 
side of Covina.  This made sense because parking was still allowed on the church side of the street. 
During the Sunday morning services, the parking attendant says “go ahead and park there because they 
won’t ticket.”  Level of noise is high from the street into their house. 
Chair Patel mentioned a proposed parking structure plan, and Mr. Linzay stated it was dismissed, that 
the current campus is too small and in the future they would be looking for property elsewhere. 
Chair Patel stated that with the congregation growing, that parking is further constrained.  Either a re-
work of the off site agreement, or some sort of low level parking structure would be appropriate. 
Mr. Linzay stated this expense was cost prohibitive.  In response to Deputy Rodriguez, Mr. Linzay said 
the property owner on the corner of Covina/Badillo is not willing to sell.   
SE Garwick stated that if there was longer times between services, it would discourage the tendency to 
congregate.  Even an extra 5-10 minutes may help to get people out.  The additional spaces on Covina 
are not adequate to meet the parking needs.  Mr. Linzay stated this is just one of multiple solutions, and 
that it seemed logical due to the close proximity and easy access. 
Chair Patel stated allowing parking on Sunday morning is counterproductive to providing privacy/peace 
to compromise with neighbors and it would not significantly increase parking. 
In response to TE Siecke, Mr. Linzay stated that the shuttle has kept up with demand, and is only maxed 
out for some special events.  They constantly encourage congregation to park over there. 
TE Siecke stated the TSC needs to consider the history and take a close look at past concerns.  Chair 
Patel stated the file includes extensive correspondence from residents, city, church, as well as the CUP. 
Staff will research, and report at September’s meeting. 
Mr. Hefti stated that since the frontage is only about 20 spaces, it would not actually reduce the need for 
shuttle service.  In regards to Mr. Linzay’s comment that the grass is used every weekend, he stated 
that it is not used every weekend, or every service.  Mayor had mentioned plans for sanctuary 
expansion and saving grass for this as one of the stipulations.  Questioned if grass could be converted 
for parking. 
Chair Patel stated staff would research this issue further and confer with other City Departments.  
Mr. Linzay stated their goal is not to reduce shuttle service.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Continue to September TSC meeting.  Staff to research file, confer with other Departments and return 
with a recommendation. 
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06-10-02 HORSETHIEF CANYON ROAD AT PARK 
REQUEST FROM JANE DUNNING, RESIDENT: Consider speed bumps or alternative safety measures 
on Horsethief Canyon Road as visitors to Horsethief Park disobey the 15mph speed limit and endanger 
equestrian riders using the adjacent trail. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Chair Patel stated that in the planning process that curbs/gutters were omitted in order 
to keep the park road as passive and rural as possible.  With increased use, equestrian, soccer, and 
others, the request is to add speed humps but the City’s policy requires that a road be fully improved 
curb to curb, 40 ft min, and has to meet volumes.  The road does not meet any of the requirements and 
also does not meet grade requirements.  Prior to this item’s discussion, staff requested the sheriff’s 
department, to provide increased enforcement, which may be the best solution.   
Mr. Ols stated his alternative solutions including signage, since the only signs are upon exit/entry 
(15mph).  Stated it was easy to go above 15mph, even when paying attention.  Other signs such as 
“Watch Your Speed We Do, Horseback/Equestrian Riding, Kids at Play, Radar Enforced” or even a fake 
camera or flashing speed monitor since when people want to get to the dog park or bbq area, they 
sometimes go up to 45mph.  Resident was almost thrown from horse spooked by a speeding car.  
Additionally, the trees hang low, which requires riding outside of path to get around.   
In response to Chair Patel, Mr. Ols stated he was riding on the north side, on the trail w/ the wooden 
fence, just past the first curve toward Sycamore Canyon Rd, a car came around the corner fast. He 
stated that although horses are not allowed on the south side, it seems it would be safer, and also that 
motorcycle police would help alleviate the problem. 
Chair Patel stated TSC procedure of incremental steps for improvements.  In this case it will start with 
enforcement, then if the problem continues will look at additional options. 
In response to TE Siecke, Mr. Ols stated the worst speeding occurs on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Chair Patel stated the TSC will look at potential signage options, including Mr. Ols recommendations, 
and after reviewing the enforcement results, see what may be most effective.  Chair Patel requested 
Deputy Rodriguez add the street to the weekend motorcycle schedule, and he confirmed this would 
occur. 
Secretary Monreal stated when the request came in that she notified the San Dimas dog park group to 
alert their members of the speeding problem and Mr. Ols stated he would be speaking at their next 
meeting. 
Director of Parks and Recreation Burns stated that a mobile speed feedback sign has been committed 
to the area once the trailer is repaired. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
1. Sheriff’s Department to add Horsethief Park to weekend rotation schedule. 
2. Parks Department to review trees for maintenance on equestrian trail. 
3. TSC to review Sheriff’s Department reports at September meeting. 
 
06-10-03 FOURTH STREET AT EUCLA 
REQUEST FROM CLAUDIO M PADRES, RESIDENT: Consider red curb on corner of Fourth Street 
east of Eucla to provide better line of sight for northbound vehicles at stop sign. 
 
DISCUSSION:  TSC visited site and determined red curb at corner on Fourth St would provide better 
line of sight, while allowing a parking space in front of residence at 444 4th Street. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Paint 20 feet of red curb easterly from curb return on the south side of 4th Street 
east of Eucla. 
 
06-10-04 COVINA BLVD WEST OF LONEHILL AVENUE 
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REQUEST FROM STAFF: Consider addition of “25 mph When Children are Present” signage for 
eastbound traffic on Covina Blvd. The feedback sign flashes 25 mph, but only speed limit sign for 
eastbound is a 40mph sign east of Lonehill.  
 
DISCUSSION:  TSC reviewed site in field.  Determined to look at plans, consider increasing visibility, 
signage  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff to review Signage Plans and consider appropriate measures. 
 
06-10-05 EUCLA AVENUE AT RAILROAD CROSSING 
REQUEST FROM ALICE BARRERAS, RESIDENT: Consider widening the Eucla Avenue railroad 
crossing north of Bonita Avenue. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Ms. Barreras stated she lives west of Eucla, on 4th St and is concerned about the narrow 
crossing of Eucla at the RR crossing.  Although she recalls only one accident, this is only a coincidence.  
Ms. Barreras’ daughter recently saw two cars who had hit side mirrors because they had gotten too 
close when passing on the tracks.  Ms. Barreras has seen mothers pushing their strollers on the street, 
and kids on bikes in this dangerous situation.  Also, no sidewalks is another concern on the east side.  
This is the third time she has made request to the City and feels this intersection has been ignored with 
the City focusing on projects in other parts of the city, and rebuilding City Hall.  Only a few thousand 
dollars would fix Eucla, and with the town growing, it is time to widen the Ecula RR crossing.  Ms. 
Barreras also thanked staff for paving the streets and inquired as to who decides where the tax money 
goes. 
Chair Patel stated that as Director of Public Works, he is responsible for managing the City’s streets.  He 
explained the TSC is representative of different backgrounds that collectively address traffic safety and 
improvements.  When looking at streets and talking about spending money, there is a large cost for 
street improvements, and with council support through years, staff has been able to continue 
improvements throughout the City.  With any funding, there are priorities, based on several factors.  For 
instance, just last summer, 5th St was completed. 
In response to Ms. Barreras, Chair Patel stated that with limited monies, staff is always looking for ways 
to make the most out of funding, and to create a balanced program of street repairs in the town core and 
city-wide.  This requires fixing streets before it is too late, in which case a full reconstruction would be 
necessary.  The City is not in the business of building sidewalks, as these are tied when a private 
property does significant site improvements, the owner is required to improve the street frontage if the 
existing condition is not up to standard.  In this case, the business on the west side of Eucla, where no 
sidewalks are present has plans to expand their facility, and the business will then be required to put in a 
sidewalk/curb/gutter. The City has budgeted monies for the widening of Eucla Ave. at the railroad 
crossing.   
In response to Ms. Barreras that it would only cost a few thousand dollars and as to why Cataract was 
done before Eucla, Chair Patel stated that to move gates out on Cataract cost $250,000, costs that are 
not controlled by the City.  The RR has the right of way, and the process must be followed, in the case of 
Cataract Avenue, took 10 years to get done.  As Eucla is a local street, with low volume traffic, other 
streets receive higher priority.  Council has given approval and once LA Signal moves forward with their 
expansion, staff is ready to make improvements, which should be done simultaneously to maximize 
efficiency and disturbance. 
In response to Ms. Barreras comparison to Via Verde, Chair Patel stated that the difference between Via 
Verde and the town core is timing, town core (1900’s) and Via Verde development occurring in the 
1970s.  Only maintenance occurs in Via Verde, with no new sidewalks or major improvements needed.   
Ms. Barreras stated she speaks up for the town core being ignored.  She has fought low-income housing 
and placement of a Rail Station. 
TE Siecke stated sidewalk improvements in Via Verde were paid for by the residential developers, not 
the City.   Chair Patel stated that over the past 5-6 years, almost $100,000 per year has been spent in 
the town core for sidewalk repairs alone, versus $30,000 for the entire rest of the City. 
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Ms. Barreras stated the town core needs the repairs more, and Chair Patel stated that every year, 
Council gives support for improvements, such as for alleys, which cost $125,000 per year that take a lot 
of beating with trash trucks and garage access.  Street lights are programmed for two blocks every year, 
each of which costs $60,000.  Council has generally allocated funds to do improvements. 
In response to Ms. Barreras on timing and priorities, Chair Patel stated that the monies are there, but if 
“x” dollars are available, it doesn’t mean it goes to one project.  Priorities are based on need, condition 
of street and traffic volumes, which have directed staff to improve Cataract/Bonita, San Dimas Ave, 
Walnut/Arrow, but this year, the monies are there for Eucla.  The business on Eucla has plans for 
expanding, and although the previous business had plans as well, its likely LA Signal will submit plans 
for improvements, and the Public Works Department will condition the project to include a sidewalk and 
streetlights. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff to review LA Signal plans when submitted and condition to include 
sidewalks/streetlights.  Widening of Eucla RR crossing will occur simultaneously with sidewalk 
improvements. 
 
06-10-06 IGLESIA STREET AT FOURTH STREET 
REQUEST FROM PERRY & KAREN FAZEL, RESIDENTS: Consider making Iglesia/4th a four-way stop 
as drivers go too fast through the dip on Fourth St. 
 
DISCUSSION: TSC discussed item in the field and determined traffic volumes and site conditions do not 
warrant a four-way stop at this intersection, but that advance warning of the dip crossing, in addition to 
the existing yellow “Dip” warning signs may help to reduce traffic speeds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Paint “DIP AHEAD” warning plates on Fourth Street for vehicles traveling east 
and west of Iglesia Street on Fourth Street.  
 
CONTINUED ITEMS 
 
05-10-01 SAN DIMAS CANYON ROAD/ SEQUOIA COURT 
REQUEST FROM CHRIS ROELLE, RESIDENT: Consider measures such as a stop sign to reduce 
speed on San Dimas Canyon Road due to lack of visibility for vehicles exiting at Sequoia Court.  
TE to present plan to: a) create striped porkchop island at Sequoia Court, b) consider same at La Mesa 
Court, c) extend right turn lane at Sequoia Court, d) determine proper location for “T” intersection 
signage, e) RPM locations on white 8” striping and double yellow line at Sequoia Court. 
 
DISCUSSION:  TE Siecke presented the plan for improvements at San Dimas Canyon Road/Sequoia 
Court/La Mesa Court. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff to implement improvements per TE Plan. 
 
06-10-07 OFF AGENDA ITEM- TZU CHI EMERGENCY ACCESS 
 
Mr. Peter Chiu addressed the TSC regarding a May 8th incident where a traffic accident blocked the 
ingress/egress for the Tzu Chi Foundation Headquarters located on Valley Center.  Over 200 cars were 
blocked in for two hours.  Medics were onsite and no incidents occurred, but this incident led Mr. Chiu to 
this inquiry for alternative emergency access.   
Chair Patel stated that the gate at Calle Bandera is considered the emergency access point, which if it 
needs to be opened, Tzu Chi staff may call the Fire Department for access.   
SS Campbell stated that the gate is being repaired and once completed, a Knox Box will be installed 
where in the event of another emergency, staff may call the fire department to open gate. 
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Chair Patel showed Mr. Chiu other similar sites in the City with Knox Boxes, and explained how the 
process works.  In response to TE Siecke, Chair Patel stated the owners do not have a key, as this 
defeats the purpose of the emergency gate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: No change. 
 
06-10-08 OFF AGENDA ITEM- CIENEGA AVE/HUNTINGTON COURT 
 
Hedge on corner of Cienega Avenue/Huntington Court makes it difficult for vehicles to see oncoming 
traffic on Cienega when exiting Huntington.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff to send letter to resident at 340 Huntington Court to trim hedge and ensure 
hedge is not encroaching onto sidewalk. 
 
06-10-09 OFF AGENDA ITEM- 5 CITIES 10 K EVENT PROPOSED ROUTE  
Chair Patel shared the map of this proposed Saturday November 6th route, which uses approximately 
the City’s 5k race route, with two loops. 
TE Siecke stated there may be a conflict at San Dimas Canyon Road/Bonita if construction is underway. 
Chair Patel stated concern that since Baseline is not improved with curbs/gutters, that at the east end 
although the ROW is 50’, the street is only paved to 30’.  There will be racers who cut the corner and a 
possibility of a trip/fall injury on the uneven surface.  This would be an appropriate location to require 
barricades to keep runners on the pavement surface.  The route appears feasible, with 
marshals/deputies at every intersection, or volunteer patrol. 
 
06-10-10 OFF AGENDA ITEM- THINK CURE 100 MI BIKE RACE PROPOSED ROUTE 
Through several cities from Dodger Stadium and back, in San Dimas the route is proposed down 
Glendora Mtn Rd, Amelia, Foothill, S. on Walnut, W. on Bonita, S. on Cataract, W. Arrow, to Cienega.  
Chair Patel recommended altering the route to avoid Bonita and the Cataract RR crossing, since with 
the 1500 anticipated participants, after the professional and advanced riders have been escorted 
through, the remaining racers will have to obey the rules of the road.  With the large numbers riding in 
packs, it would be better to pass Bonita on Walnut, turn on Arrow, then to Cienega.  Monitors should be 
present at Cataract/Arrow and Bonita/Walnut to monitor and provide additional safety.  The other 
thought is to use San Dimas Canyon Road although it would add mileage, but keep the race out of 
residential neighborhoods.   
TSC opted to recommend an altered route of Amelia to Foothill to San Dimas Canyon Road to Arrow 
Highway to Cienega.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:04 


