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City of San Dimas 
Public Works Department 
Traffic Safety Committee 

 
Meeting Minutes 

WEDNESDAY, February 16, 2011 at 9:30 A.M. 
TCH PUBLIC CONFERENCE ROOM, 186 VILLAGE COURT 

 
Committee Members Present: Krishna Patel (Committee Chair/Public Works Director), Shari 
Garwick (Senior Engineer, Public Works Dept.), John Campbell (Street Maintenance 
Superintendent, Public Works Dept.), Gary Bishop (Street Maintenance Supervisor, Public 
Works Dept.), Lisa Monreal (Committee Secretary/Environmental Coordinator, Public Works 
Dept.), Warren Siecke (Traffic Engineer), Deputy John Rodriquez (San Dimas Sheriff’s Dept.). 

* * * * 
Chair Patel called to order at 9:34.  Committee and Audience introductions. 
 
02-11-01 BONITA AVENUE EAST OF CITY HALL DRIVEWAY 
REQUEST FROM STAFF to install a red curb to allow for a safe and visible egress for patrons 
exiting out of the City Hall parking lot onto Bonita Avenue.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
1. TE Siecke to complete sight line study to determine adequate red curb striping for Bonita   
Avenue. 
2. Staff to install red curbing per TE Siecke plan. 
 
02-11-02 SAN DIMAS CANYON/FOOTHILL BLVD. 
REQUEST FROM ALYSSA SHERIFF & JAMES LANCASTER, NEIGHBORING RESIDENTS to 
install left turn phasing for north and southbound traffic or a crossing guard at the Foothill 
crossing.  
 
DISCUSSION:  Chair Patel requested Mr. Lancaster, Allen Avenue Elementary School Site 
Council Chair and Parent to present what is driving the request. 
Mr. Lancaster stated three years ago when walking his children from Fox Glen in La Verne to 
school at Allen Ave, his son was in front of him and was nearly clipped by a car making a left 
turn.  He wrote a letter to District Superintendent Dr. Rapkin and “Turning Traffic Must Yield” 
signs were installed.  Chair Patel corrected that the signs were installed as a precautionary 
measure following a parent’s request for review by the Traffic Safety Committee.  The traffic 
analysis showed left turn signal phasing was not warranted, and signs were installed in April 
2008. 
Mr. Lancaster stated he no longer walks his children to school because people don’t obey traffic 
laws and that a few weeks ago a neighboring child riding his bike to school was struck by a car.  
He also stated the sun in the morning washes out the crosswalk visibility, making it difficult to 
see a kid, and that a crossing guard would help.  Mr. Lancaster believes a controlled 
intersection is likely the best, unless a school is built on the north side of Foothill so kids don’t 
have to cross. Mr. Lancaster would love for his kids to walk/bike to school, but will not allow until 
it is a safer area.  He stated with narrow misses, would hate to see a kid get seriously injured 
and would like City to take action.  He acknowledged a portion of the intersection is LA County 
which makes it more difficult, but feels the intersection needs to made safer. 
Debbie McCaleb, Allen Avenue Elementary Principal stated that growing up she resided in San 
Dimas near White Bluff and noticed people flying through this intersection.  Now she makes a 
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left at the light from Foothill to San Dimas Canyon and has witnessed quite a few near misses of 
people walking in morning, that drivers making a left have no concern about people in 
intersection. Ms. McCaleb stated the brother of the boy who was hit this year, previously had a 
truck turn in front of him, and in reaction fell in intersection. She stated her opinion that this is a 
valid request for a left turn light for north and southbound traffic on San Dimas Canyon. 
Chair Patel provided history and background of the Traffic Safety Committee’s review of the 
intersection over the last ten years and within that period, the intersection was reviewed twice 
for left-turn phasing.  Both studies indicated that the intersection did not meet State warrants.   
TE Siecke outlined that State guidelines for crossing guards and left turn signal phasing provide 
criteria to evaluate benefits vs. shortcomings of a potential improvement.  The guideline for a 
crossing guard is 40 kids crossing in an hour, and associated conflicting left turn movements.  
Guidelines are used so improvements are not made without discretion, potentially making a 
situation worse.   
In response to TE Siecke, Ms. McCaleb stated the school attendance boundary for Ramona  
Middle School and Allen Elementary does not include everything north of Foothill Blvd, but that 
several students have inter-district  transfers to attend the closer schools.   
TE Siecke stated that although previous studies have been done, the demographics may have 
changed with an increase in families with young children.  The study will provide information as 
far as the guidelines are concerned, whether or not improvements should be pursued.  
In response to Angela Cox, Allen Avenue PTA President, TE Siecke confirmed actual counts 
would be taken, including pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicle traffic.  Ms. Cox stated that the 
study would be skewed because parents do not let their children walk due to the safety issue. 
TE Siecke stated the 2002 Crossing Guard study showed a total of 11 pedestrians in the 
afternoon and 9 in the morning. 
In response to Ms. McCaleb, TE Siecke stated a left turn phasing study looks at volume of left 
turns in opposition to through traffic, and accident data.  If 5 accidents in a year involve left turn 
movements, per direction this would satisfy the accident warrant, which is one of several 
warrants (reasons) to consider left turn phasing.  Vehicle numbers and conflicts are also used.  
An additional factor is the County involvement, which typically uses stricter requirements vs. 
cities in terms of signal improvements. 
In response to Mr. Siecke, Mr. Lancaster stated the sun in the morning washes out the  
crosswalk's visibility.  Ms. McCaleb requested to study speed coming south into intersection, as 
vehicles take the turn too fast.  She stated she has observed near misses due to speeding and 
sun angle. 
TE Siecke cautioned that the sun issue needs to be considered in regards to a crossing guard.  
If due to the sun drivers don’t see children, they wouldn’t see crossing guard.  The false feeling 
of protection causes kids in the intersection to not be as cautious as they might otherwise be.  
He thanked the group for their input.   
In response to Mr. Coyne, Bonita Unified School District Board Member, Chair Patel stated both 
north and southbound turning movements would be studied in terms of conflicts. 
In response to Chair Patel, TE Siecke stated the weather may delay taking of accurate counts in 
time for March TSC meeting.  Chair Patel stated the study should be completed in time for 
April's meeting, and that the report would be shared and distributed to all.  All attendees on this 
item will be notified when it is agendized again. 
In response to Mr. Lancaster’s question, TE Siecke stated left turn phasing costs approximately 
$50-75,000 and that it would have to be considered in relation to the City's Capital Improvement 
budget allocations.  Chair Patel stated the County would have to be involved as well since their 
jurisdiction is the southeast corner and that it may likely be difficult to get the County on board, 
even if warrants are met.  Traffic volume may have gone up on Foothill Blvd. now that the 
210/57 ramp metering is established, people have found alternative ways that could have 
increased traffic on Foothill Blvd.   
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In response to TE Siecke, Ms. McCaleb stated she would get dismissal times for Allen Ave and 
Romona to the committee to ensure accurate counts. 
Mr. Lancaster stated the east San Gabriel Valley should do a better job to encourage bicycling 
rather than driving.  Chair Patel stated that the City has a map of trails and bicycle routes and 
that Metro has regional bike plans with connector paths.  Foothill is striped with bike lanes  and 
staff is working on a bicycle/pedestrian connection for the Via Verde student population to the 
area schools.  Chair Patel stated the City of San Dimas was one of the first in the region to 
stripe bike lanes.  Mr. Lancaster related his experience in Long Beach and the attitude toward 
biking there and reiterated that there is a lack of connectivity between cities.   
Mr. Coyne stated the City did a great job with pedestrian connectivity on the Amelia Avenue 
project. 
Following SE Garwick's comment that some City staff rides to work and is aware of cyclist 
safety, Secretary Monreal provided a history of past regional bicycle connectivity efforts and the 
constraints involved in providing bike lanes within already developed areas.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: Traffic Engineer to complete left turn phasing study for northbound and 
southbound San Dimas Canyon Road in time for the April meeting. 
  
02-11-03 BADILLO STREET/ SUNFLOWER 
REQUEST FROM REBECCA LINGAO, RESIDENT to investigate light/traffic signal at this 
intersection.  Per resident it is accident prone.  
 
DISCUSSION: Chair Patel stated this intersection is not in the jurisdiction of the City of San 
Dimas, that it is LA County's jurisdiction. 
   
RECOMMENDATION: Staff to send letter to County regarding resident's concern.  
 
02-11-04 SAN DIMAS AVENUE BETWEEN GLADSTONE & ALLEN AVENUE 
REQUEST FROM VARIOUS RESIDENTS ON 700 BLOCK OF N. SAN DIMAS to change the 1 
block stretch of San Dimas Avenue between Gladstone Street and Allen Avenue to be a 1 lane 
instead of 2 lanes; to lower the 40mph speed limit in this section.   
 
DISCUSSION:  Chair Patel stated that approximately 18 months ago the street was 
reconstructed, and a landscape median improved to create an enhanced entrance to town on 
San Dimas Ave. from Foothill to Gladstone.  Referencing the aerial photograph on the screen, 
Chair Patel outlined the width of the street did not change, and that two lanes had always 
existed in this location.  With the median constructed, there is now two striped through lanes 
and according to residents, people are speeding. 
Neighborhood consists of 4 homes located on a private driveway east of San Dimas Ave, north 
of Gladstone St.  Mr. Ussef stated when all four residents have visitors that there is not enough 
parking inside and that before there was one lane and street parking was available.   
Mr. Ussef confirmed SE Garwick's question that they are asking for parking on San Dimas 
Avenue as well as acknowledgement that when they put their trash cans out they have to be on 
the sidewalk and that their children are in danger. 
The committee discussed the apparent availability of 2-3 garage parking spaces per residence, 
space in front of the garages, as well as additional side parking adjacent to each residence. 
Chair Patel stated the master plan was to extend the median through with no opening and that 
future plans have a bike lane on San Dimas Ave. as well.  Staff will coordinate with planning to 
see what was approved for parking and review the speed study done in June to see if there is a 
plan that works for both the residents and the City. 
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RECOMMENDATION: Staff to review approval development conditions for guest parking and 
review Speed Study.   
 
02-11-05 SC VELO BIKE RACE-TOWN CORE 
REQUEST FROM SC VELO to review traffic control plans for March 26th-March 27th bike race 
event. 
 
DISCUSSION: SE Garwick stated this established event did not change their route but TSC 
needs to verify referenced signs are up to date per the latest MUTCD. 
TE Siecke confirmed the sign references are correct.  Secretary Monreal stated the event is 
requesting a beer garden within their closure area on Iglesia St. between Bonita Ave. and 1st 
Street.  Chair Patel noted required changes on plan to show beer garden blocked off properly.  
Chair Patel stated he had discussed with the applicant the probability of the municipal parking 
lot still being closed during the event, and that they would have to accommodate for the lost 
space. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
1. Approve Traffic Control Plan with changes noted by TSC on Plan    
2. Update and forward Conditions of Approval for the event to Planning staff. 
 
CONTINUED ITEM 
01-11-02 AVENIDA FERNANDO/SAN DIMAS AVE 
REQUEST FROM STAFF regarding January meeting recommendation to re-stripe the center 
median into a two-way left turn lane.  
DISCUSSION:  Chair Patel stated that while the TSC approved a viable solution, the solution 
does not address the on-going problem of overgrown landscaping that creates visibility issues 
for drivers exiting from Avenida Fernando onto San Dimas Avenue.  In considering this is an 
ongoing issue that the committee is requested to address a couple times a year, and since the 
City is proposing to slurry this neighborhood soon, then the TSC should address this problem 
with a cost-effective permanent solution that was first recommended at the October (TSC Item 
10-10-06), to add a two-way left turn lane north of Avenida Fernando, and a right turn lane into 
Avenida Fernando.  The addition of this allows eastbound vehicles to safely move forward into 
the intersection and have better or increased visibility.  However, the proposed modification 
does result in loss of street parking on San Dimas Avenue, but not any loss of parking on 
Avenida Fernando. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Implement changes as approved at October 2010 meeting under Item 
10-10-06. 
  1. TE Siecke to provide striping detail for intersection and signage locations as follows: 

Add a two-way left turn lane north of Avenida Fernando and right turn only lane into 
Avenida Fernando 
NB: “No Stopping” signs as needed 
SB: “No Stopping” signs as needed 

2.  Restriping to take place with slurry seal project in March or April 2011 
 
 
Adj: 10:45 
 
 
 
 


