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Tree Education Program

In keeping with the goals established by the San Dimas
Community Forest Management Plan, the Parks and
Recreation Department will conduct a community education
program this Spring. The program will promote the
community forestry program and educate San Dimas
residents and contractors in the proper selection, planting
and maintenance of trees. It will also include a series of
activities for children which will instill in them an
appreciation and understanding of the importance of trees.
The City highly recommends these classes to all landscape
contractors and tree workers.

All classes are free and provided through grant funding by
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Urban and Community Forestry Program.

Adult Tree Classes

A series of six classes will be offered beginning with the
basics in "Trees 101" and progressing to "Tree Selection
and Installation”. The classes will be held during the Spring
of 2011 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM on Saturday mornings at
Civic Center Park, 245 East Bonita Avenue. The course series
will begin on April 2 with Trees 101 and will continue every
other weekend through June 11. Every other adult class will
be followed by a two hour children's activity. Children with
supervision are welcome at all adult classes. We will meet at
the monument in Civic Center Park, with classes being held
outside. The following schedule of classes will be offered.



April 2, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Trees 101

This course will give a basic understanding of the physiology of
trees and will instill an appreciation of how important trees are to
our environment. We will fake a walk in the park and learn basic
tree identification skills.

April 16, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Young Tree Care and Pruning

Trees are like people, when trained properly from the time they
are young they grow up to be stable, low maintenance adults.
Students will learn proper branch selection and pruning
techniques that will significantly reduce future maintenance costs
and hazardous situations.

April 30, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Mature Tree Care and How to Hire a Tree Service

Most homeowners do not have the ability or inclination to prune a
mature tree. Students will learn proper pruning for mature trees,
how to select a reputable tree service and know what to ask for
and what to expect. Students will learn why topping is one of the
worst pruning techniques and how to avoid it.

May 14, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Maintaining Fruit Trees

Fruit trees must be properly pruned at %
the right time of year in order to =
achieve maximum fruit production. This
class will cover pruning techniques and

common disease and insects of fruit trees and how to treat.

May 28, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Recognizing Hazardous Trees

Students will learn how to identify and remedy hazardous
conditions in trees and will also learn when it is time to remove a
tree. Students will review pruning techniques learned in the
young tree care class that will prevent hazardous conditions in
trees as they mature.



June 11, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Tree Selection and Installation

Students will learn how to select the “right tree for the right
place” for the right reasons. Students will learn how to properly
place a tree in order to maximize utility savings and increase
property value. We will then visit a local nursery where our tree
selection and ID skills may be put to use.

Children’s Learning Activities

April 2, 12:00 to 2:00 PM
Tree Planting

The children will learn why trees are so important to our
environment and how to properly plant a tree. We will be planting a
tree at the park.

April 30, 12:00 to 2:00 PM
Explore Sycamore Canyon

We will take a walk in Sycamore Canyon where we will learn about
the native trees and the critters that make their homes in them.

May 28, 12:00 to 2:00 PM
Tree Walk

The last children’s activity will be a tree walk

in downtown San Dimas. The children will take a
one-mile walk through the historic downtown
neighborhood and meet many Outstanding and
unique San Dimas trees. A
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