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City of San Dimas 
Public Works Department 
Traffic Safety Committee 

 
Meeting Minutes 

WEDNESDAY, May 18, 2011 at 9:30 A.M. 
COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM, 245 E. BONITA AVE.  

 
Committee Members Present: Krishna Patel (Committee Chair/Public Works Director), Shari 
Garwick (Senior Engineer, Public Works Dept.), John Campbell (Street Maintenance 
Superintendent, Public Works Dept.), Gary Bishop (Street Maintenance Supervisor, Public 
Works Dept.), Lisa Monreal (Committee Secretary/Environmental Coordinator, Public Works 
Dept.), Rhonda Abangan (Committee Secretary in Training), Warren Siecke (Traffic Engineer), 
Deputy Paul Alaniz (San Dimas Sheriff’s Dept.) 

* * * * 
Chair Patel called to order at 9:36.  Committee and Audience introductions. 
 
05-11-01 SAN DIMAS AVENUE/AVENIDA DOMINGO 
REQUEST FROM SHANNON YAUCHZEE, RESIDENT to consider re-striping and signage for 
a right turn only lane from southbound San Dimas Avenue onto Avenida Domingo.  
 
DISCUSSION:  
Chair Patel opened this item with remarks that the concept was good but it needs to be 
reviewed.  Resident Bobbette Smith favors the change as she deemed the re-striping to give a 
safe haven area for oncoming traffic.  Chair Patel reviewed the GIS map area of this intersection 
and showed that it may be limited by the varying width of the street on either side of Avenue 
Domingo and that it does not appear the street can accommodate the change based on width of 
street, transition lane, speed limits, and bike lanes.  TE Siecke agreed with Chair Patel’s visual 
assessment and commented that it could be worth looking into.  Chair Patel stated there have 
been no accidents along this area in past five years per Sheriff’s report provided by Deputy 
Alaniz (see attached).  Chair Patel asked TE Siecke to prepare a feasibility study of the area for 
possible improvements.  In response to Ms. Smith, Chair Patel stated bike lanes cannot be 
removed as bike lanes are part of the City’s Master Plan.  Resident Gil Gonzalez reviewed the 
GIS map and questioned why there is a painted median in this intersection.  He believes it’s a 
natural impulse to speed up when someone sees two lanes of traffic.  He added that coming 
down hill (San Dimas Avenue) you cannot visualize the two lanes of traffic till you are on top of 
the cars turning right.  Resident Smith commented that exiting the HOA from Avenida Domingo 
there are metal objects in the line of vision and a driver must pull much farther out to get a clear 
view of the oncoming traffic before exiting the neighborhood.  Chair Patel stated the metal 
objects could be Edison vaults (air vents), but contends they should be less than 36” high in 
terms of line sight.  Chair Patel directed TE Siecke to review area for line of sight issues as well.  
Resident Smith offered that when she drivers a smaller, lower vehicle, the line of sight is a major 
issue, compared to when she drives a larger vehicle.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  TE Siecke to review intersection and prepare a feasibility study 
and concept plan for a right turn lane in the area and review for any line of sight issues.  
 
05-11-02 FOOTHILL BLVD/SAN DIMAS CANYON – NE CORNER 
REQUEST FROM GIL GONZALEZ, RESIDENT to consider prohibition of commercial parking 
on the northeast leg of Foothill Blvd. at San Dimas Canyon Road. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  
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Committee reviewed GIS map of the subject location and Resident Gonzalez reiterated his 
desire to prohibit commercial vehicles from parking.  Chair Patel confirmed that during the 
morning drive around, the TS Committee did see a commercial vehicle parked; however, it was 
parked in the City of La Verne side of Foothill Blvd.  Chair Patel further commented that there 
are “No Stopping” signs currently in place in the La Verne/LA County portions of this location.  In 
response to TE Siecke, Resident Gonzalez reaffirmed it was not visibility issues or shopping 
parking concerns, but it is the idea of commercial vehicles parking in this area. Mr. Gonzalez 
stated that he was able to get signage posted by working through Supervisor Antonovich’s office 
for “No Commercial Parking” on San Dimas Canyon Road, south of Foothill Boulevard. He 
observed that for many years it was not known that this was not part of the City of San Dimas.  
Chair Patel suggested to keep the consistency of what is already out there (County of LA area), 
the City could install “No Stopping” signs.  Chair Patel showed on the GIS map that with the 
curvature of the road and the commercial vehicles parking, it could potentially obstruct line of 
sight of traffic exiting the business complex.  Resident Gonzalez again reiterates that the 
commercial vehicles parking in that area are the biggest concern and SE Garwick confirmed 
that Mr. Gonzalez’s distress is only with the commercial vehicles.  In response to TE Siecke, 
Resident Gonzalez stated that sometimes commercial vehicles are parked overnight and that he 
believes they use the area for personal use. Chair Patel reiterated the option of posting “No 
Stopping” signs similar to the ones already posted in the area by the County of Los Angeles.  
TE Siecke asked the Committee for the justification should the signs be challenged.  Resident 
Smith questioned a weight limit and Chair Patel mentioned height restrictions. TE Siecke 
advises there is a Vehicle Code section that applies to the line of sight issue. TE Siecke further 
commented that the GIS photograph shows limited parking and the shopping center may have 
limited onsite parking.  Protecting the shopping center should be taken into consideration before 
final decision is made.  Chair Patel agreed that business parking must  be protected.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  TE Siecke will confirm the Vehicle Code section and the 
installation of the “No Stopping” signage, or other appropriate signage that does restrict parking 
for businesses on Foothill Blvd.  TSC will also send letters to businesses to advise of the line of 
sight issue and installation of appropriate signage.  
 
05-11-03 AVENIDA FERNANDO AND PUENTE AVENUE 
REQUEST FROM VIA VERDE HEATHERGLEN BOARD, to consider painting red curb on both 
sides of Avenida Fernando at San Dimas Avenue and in front of 1027, 1021, and 1025 Puente 
Street.   
 
DISCUSSION:  
Committee reviewed onsite and GIS map of this location.  Chair Patel commented the parking 
on Puente Street has been previously reviewed by TSC.  Chair Patel continues that the red 
curbs requested on Avenida Fernando at San Dimas do seem appropriate to restrict parking 
due to the visibility and constricted space issues created by parked cars.     
 
Resident Gonzalez inquired who made the official request, and Chair Patel responded it was the 
HOA Board.  Chair Patel further explained that in addition to the HOA Board’s red curb request, 
three additional homes adjacent to the park have requested red curb to restrict parking.  Chair 
Patel stated this appears as a personal request by the specific homeowners rather than a public 
safety issue.  There is not a compelling reason to paint the red curbs at these three homes.  
Painting red curbs in front of these homes will restrict visitor parking for the residents as well as 
park users.   Resident Smith offers she is in accord with the three homeowners and their 
parking issues, but agrees with Chair Patel that this is not a City issue per se and this situation 
calls for ‘being a good neighbor’.  Resident Smith inquired if there is a plan for additional parking 
at this location.  Chair Patel says there is a long term plan to add more parking when Via Verde 
is scheduled for the next round of slurry, the park frontage along Via Verde will be striped with 
parking lane.  
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RECOMMENDATION:  Paint red curbs on both sides of Avenida Fernando at San Dimas 
Ave from first curb cut to corner.     
 
 
 
 
 
Adj. 10:45  


