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c. Lighten Up San Dimas, Fitness Kickoff on Wednesday, February 22, 2012, 5:00-8:00 p.m. at 
Lone Hill Middle School presented by the Cities of San Dimas and La Verne, the Bonita Unified 
School District and Citrus Valley Health Partners. 

 
Recreation Coordinator Rodriguez, Parks and Recreation Department, invited the City Council and the 
community to attend Lighten Up San Dimas, Fitness Kickoff on Wednesday, February 22, 2012, 5:00-
8:00 p.m. at Lone Hill Middle School.  She said the health and wellness event is part of a series of events 
sponsored by Citrus Valley Health Partners in cooperation with Bonita Unified School District and Cities 
of San Dimas and La Verne. 
 
4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS   (Members of the audience are invited to address the City Council 

on any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is 
prohibited from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda.  
However, your concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If you desire to 
address the City Council on an item on this agenda, other than a scheduled public hearing item you 
may do so at this time and ask to be heard when that agenda item is considered.  Comments on public 
hearing items will be considered when that item is scheduled for discussion.  The Public Comment 
period is limited to 30 minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.) 

 
a. Members of the Audience 

 
1)  Phillip Grana said he appreciates seeing his grandson receive recognition by the City Council and 
thanked the City Clerk for preparing the video for presentation. 
 
2)  Ginny Phillips, 525 No. Amelia, said they were served with a search warrant, in the form of an 
affidavit, to search their box car, after winning the right to build a two-story garage.   
 
3)  Dennis Phillips, 525 No. Amelia, said he was given 15 days to vacate the boxcar, which has been on 
his property for several years and staff amended the code to determine he is not allowed to have a side 
yard.  However, when he invited inspection of the box car, he was served with a search warrant. 
 
4)  Jumel Nicole Sacro, ASB President, San Dimas High School, reported on fundraisers, their scholastic 
and athletic achievements, and volunteer work assisting kids at the Senior Citizen/Community Center.  
She said seniors are completing their senior project and a select few will be participating in San Dimas 
Students in Government Day on February 29.  She will be representing the Mayor on February 28th. 
 
5)  Tim Rowe, 2571 Terrebonne, San Dimas Little League, is proud that in this economy, the League was 
able to provide scholarships to over 30 families this year.  He invited the City Council to their 55th Season 
opening day ceremony at 8:45 a.m. on Saturday, March 10, 2012, beginning with a parade from city hall 
to the field on Juanita Avenue.   Mr. Rowe said he understands the budget constraints on municipalities 
and thanked the Parks and Recreation Commission for their continued support toward lighting the fields.  
He mentioned that the League was able to make several improvements through capital funding and 
thanked city staff for their assistance and coordinating installation of the windscreens with the boom 
truck.  He said information is available on their website at sandimaslittleleague.com and Facebook. 
 
6)  Susie Crawford, Branch Hands, said she is working with City Arborist Deborah Day, and invited the 
community to Arbor Day Celebration from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., on March 3rd, at Frank G. Bonelli Park 
to enjoy a myriad of fun activities and give-aways, sponsored by Waste Management, Golden State Water 
Company, and San Dimas Hospital.  She said Arborists will be available to answer questions and boy 
scouts will be planting 100 trees.  She encouraged everyone to bring buckets and a trowel to take home 
free mulch. 
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ITEM 5.a.2: 
 

(2) Annual update of parking prohibition on certain streets: 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2012-08, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS PROHIBITING PARKING OR 
STOPPING OF VEHICLES ON CERTAIN STREETS. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Bertone, seconded by Councilmember Badar, to waive further reading 
and adopt RESOLUTION NO. 2012-08, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS PROHIBITING PARKING OR STOPPING OF VEHICLES ON CERTAIN 
STREETS. 
 
Councilmember Ebiner said the parking restrictions are unnecessary, particularly at Fresh and Easy.  He 
will vote against adoption of Resolution No. 2012-08. 
 
The motion carried 4.1; Councilmember Ebiner opposed.   
 
6. PLANNING/DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

a. Appeal of DPRB Case No. 08-47 Revised house layout and grading plan from the previously 
approved plans.           
DPRB CASE NO. 08-47, A request to construct a 5,117 sq. ft. two-story, single-family residence 
and several attached garages totaling 1,908 sq. ft. within Specific Plan No. 4 at 1658 
Gainsborough Road (APN: 8426-034-020).  

 ASSOCIATED CASE: TREE PERMIT 10-48, A request to remove a mature Coast Live Oak in 
order to accommodate the revised layout of the house and garages. (CONTINUED FROM 
JANUARY 24, 2012) 

 
 1) RESOLUTION NO. 2012-05, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF SAN DIMAS  DENYING THE APPEAL REQUEST AND UPHOLDING THE 
DENIAL WITHOUT PREJUDICE OF DPRB CASE NO. 08-47, A REQUEST TO 
CONSTRUCT A 5,117 SQ. FT. TWO-STORY, SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE AND 
SEVERAL ATTACHED GARAGES TOTALING 1,908 SQ. FT. WITHIN SPECIFIC 
PLAN NO. 4 AT 1658 GAINSBOROUGH ROAD. (APN: 8426-034-020). 

 
Associate Planner Espinoza reported that this project was originally approved by the Development Plan 
review Board on June 28, 2007 as DPRB Case No. 07-34.  The applicant allowed the approval to expire 
and did not apply for an extension.  The project was resubmitted and approved by the DPRB on 
November 11, 2008 and grading permits were issued in March 2009.  However, the project was stopped 
due to several complaints regarding excess amount of unpermitted soil imported to the site.  The excess 
grading was blamed on an incorrect topographical map.  In the interim, staff has worked with the 
applicant, his architect and engineer to review and modify the project to meet code requirements.  The 
staff and the applicant have not been able to reach agreement on a modified project.  Planner 
Espinoza informed the City Council that the applicant’s engineer has moved out of state and at time of 
writing, a new engineer has not been hired.  Planner Espinoza expressed concerns with soil erosion since 
the project was placed on hold in 2009, and recommended to the Board that the applicant be required to 
restore the site to its original grading level within three months.  On October 27, 2011, the Development 
Plan Review Board denied the project without prejudice, and required the applicant to restore the site to 
its original grading level within three months.  Planner Espinoza said the tree removal permit in 
conjunction with the application was also denied because staff did not have appropriate house plans to 
make a determination for the tree removal.  Staff recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution 
No. 2012-05 upholding the Development Plan Review Board’s determination to deny DPRB Case No. 



City Council Minutes 
February 14, 2012                                                                                                                                            Page 7 
 
 
containment pit would negatively impact adjacent neighbors, and removal of the graded pad would 
require grading and hauling of approximately 600 cubic yards of soil. He said the best solution is to 
complete the home based on the submitted plans, reduce the height of the existing pad, and construct 
proper drainage devices in compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
requirements. 
 
In response to Councilmember Ebiner, Planner Espinoza replied that the applicant is proposing to develop 
the property with a lot of soil, instead of developing with the original contours, which is in the intent of 
the code.   
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Templeman, Mr. Eckert illustrated various ways to retain water.  Planner 
Espinoza replied that an infiltration system is required for this project. 
 
In response to Councilmember Badar, Mr. Volbeda replied that he has not had discussions with city staff 
since the project was denied by the Development Plan Review Board.  He said the plans presented at the 
Review Board are the plans he would like approved tonight, including the water retention plan. 
 
Mayor Morris stated that an analysis of the visual impact on lower properties was originally conducted to 
determine which lots would be designated A, B or C lots in this Specific Plan, and lot designations were 
prepared by a developer and engineer, and approved by the City, with a very specific kind of building that 
could be built on each of those lots.  He said these people with a C lot generally changed the basic nature 
of the lot, even though it was in a sensitive area, and designed a building to fit the altered lot.  He said the 
City Council is faced with the dilemma of whether or not to approve a design that does not comply with 
the code, or determine that the lot be restored to its original state and request an appropriate design to fit 
the lot.   
 
3)  James Polson, Owner’s representative, Aspen Financial Group, Inc., explained that the lot was 
purchased with plans, soils report, and topographic map, and the City approved the plans for the house.  
He said the owners redesigned the house using the topographic map and soils report, and relied on the 
surveyor’s report.  He said the new civil engineer confirmed that the yardage of dirt being removed and 
imported is in compliance, with less than 200 feet outside of the footprint needed. 
 
In response to Mayor Morris, Mr. Polson said only a small portion of the lot is off in the center area.  Mr. 
Volbeda added that they thought the original grade was five feet higher, however, the existing grade is 
actually five feet lower as it was three years ago prior to grading the lot. 
 
In response to Council, Assistant City Manager Stevens stated that staff has been going through this 
process for three years with the applicant and still does not have a plan that fits the original topography.  
He said staff is saying the applicant can take all the time they want after restoring the site to its original 
condition, and then come up with a plan that complies with code requirements.  He said making the 
grading work with the proposed plan might not be compliant with a Lot C requirement. 
 
In response to Councilmember Badar, Mr. Polson replied that during heavy rains, when first graded, there 
was a lot of mud and water runoff into the neighbors’ lots.  He said to address the problem, a containment 
pit was dug to dam the water, and every time the pool fills, the water is pumped out.   
 
Assistant City Manager Stevens said the interim fix was developed in response to minimize the impact on 
neighbors while a permanent solution was found.  He said it was not intended to last three years. 
 
Mr. Polson stated that if the containment pit is taken out, water flow will flood the neighbor’s yard and 
Weed Abatement will be necessary. 
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