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Covina businesses mobilize revitalization effort
By Kevin Smith, SGVN Twitter.com/sgvnbiz San Gabriel Valley Tribune
Posted: PasadenaStarNews.com

COVINA - Businesses in downtown Covina have forged their own economic-development program to help offset
California's elimination of redevelopment agencies.

Redevelopment money has been used for a variety of projects in Covina, and many have benefitted the downtown
area, such as banner programs, facade improvements and seismic upgrades.

The Merchants Organized Revitalization Effort, spearheaded by the Covina Downtown Association, has several
events on tap designed to bring more money into the downtown and better promote its businesses.

"We formed this about the time that redevelopment agencies were being lost," CDA President George Peterson said.
"We already have a business assessment district that's been generating $12,000 to $14,000 a year. Each business puts
in $125 a year. The city was matching that, but they were using redevelopment money to do it, so we no longer have
the matching funds."

MORE will launch its revitalization effort with Citrus Art Walk, which will be held the first Saturday of every month
from April through October.

The event will showcase the work of local artists, photographers and designers in downtown alleys and breezeways.

"We've already got 45 to 50 artists," Peterson said. "It will start April 7, and it goes from 3 p.m. to 7p.m. We're
expecting anywhere from 400 to 700 people."

Downtown restaurants also will showcase local musicians from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. every third Thursday.

And car enthusiasts will display their classic cars and hot rods at Downtown Covina Cruise Night, to be held every
third Sunday through October.

The first Cruise Night will be held April 15. Other events will include a Christmas tree lighting, a Covina Christmas
Parade and a Concerts in the Park series. All of the events will be held in downtown Covina on Citrus Avenue
between San Bernardino Road and Badillo Street.

Charley Bell, co-owner of the Room 2 Dance in downtown Covina, is helping to promote MORE through a variety
of marketing efforts.

"We're doing a lot of business outreach - one-on-one meetings with pillars of the community, schools and
government officials," he said. "We're also using social media online, and we're putting together a community
magazine that will highlight the top businesses in Covina."

Peterson and his wife, Linda, co-own Giovanni's International Restaurant and The Sugar Bowl, a 50s-style ice cream
and soda shop. He said MORE should help pump some needed life back into the downtown area.

"Downtown Covina is full of entrepreneurs," he said. "But we've suffered a lot over the last two years because of a
rebuilding of the downtown area."

Bell expects MORE to be a bigger money generator than the business assessment district has been.

"We're looking to create sponsorships and partnerships," he said. "We're hopeful that we can jump our budget from
$14,000 to six figures."

Peterson and Bell said they hope to enlist local developers, auto dealerships and others to participate in sponsorships
ranging from $250 to $10,000.
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