
CITY OF SAN DIMAS 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES OF 

September 17, 2013 

SENIOR CITIZEN/COMMUNITY CENTER MEETING ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order by Chairperson Martinez at 

6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present:  

  Jose Martinez, Chairperson 

  John Margis, Vice Chairperson 

   Thomas Diaz 

   Kevin Kenney 

  Frank Neal 

  Kathryn Perkins 

  Baylee Smith 

 

  John Ebiner, City Councilmember 

  Theresa Bruns, Parks and Recreation Director 

  Leon Raya, Recreation Services Manager 

   Karon De Leon, Facilities Manager 

    

Absent:  

   None 

 

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 16, 2013 MEETING MINUTES 
 

COMMISSIONER DIAZ MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 16, 2013 MEETING 

AS SUBMITTED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER NEAL AND APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 

A. Review of Recreation Special Events 

 

Manager Raya provided a brief review of the following Fall/Winter Recreation Special Events: 

 September 28 – 5K and Family Fun Run, which includes a Fitness Fair and Healthy Breakfast.  He 

encouraged the commissioners to participate as volunteers, spectators or participants. 

 October 4 – Movie in the Park, a kick-off to the Western Days weekend. 

 October 12 – Bowser Bash, being conducted at Horsethief Canyon Park and will include canine 

related activities such as a Costume Contest and information booths.  The Inland Valley Humane Society 

will also be participating providing lost cost vaccines and micro-chipping. 

 October 26 – Family Bike Day, in partnership with InCycle this will include a small informative 

Expo, bike safety checks, education on safe routes and bike riding as a positive exercise. 

 October 31 – Halloween Event, with carnival games, a Haunted Hall and a Costume Contest. 

 November 16 – Downtown Saturday Stroll, a 1.5 mile stroll through the historic downtown with San 

Dimas Community Hospital to present a workshop on healthy lifestyles. 



 December 7 – Holiday Extravaganza, conducted at the Walker House, to include pictures with Santa, 

snow, food, entertainment concluding with the Chamber of Commerce’s Holiday tree lighting event at 

Rhoades Park. 

 

Commissioner Kenney inquired if the Rotary Club could sell Sees Candy at the Holiday Extravaganza; 

Manager Raya responded that he would get back with him on this request. 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATION 
 

A. Director of Parks and Recreation 
 

1.  Update on Playground Installations 

 

  Director Bruns informed the commission that there were some unforeseen grade issues with 

the site plan for the playground equipment installation at Via Verde Park and installation was able to be 

relocated to Lone Hill Park with very little adjustment.  The project is near completion and a small grand 

opening event is being planned and the commissioners will be invited once a day, date and time has been 

determined.  Before and after photos of the Lone Hill Park playground were distributed. 

  Councilmember Ebiner inquired about the budget amount for the project.  Director Bruns 

replied that the Via Verde project was a part of the 2012/13 fiscal year, with $160,000 allocated, to date 

only $130,000 has been spent.  She also mentioned that a project for Lone Hill was in the 2013/14 fiscal 

budget year, therefore Via Verde will be re-evaluated this fiscal year and a plan will be developed to 

address the grade issues. 

 

2.  Update of Freedom Park Construction 

  

  Director Bruns provided a brief history of the Heroes Veterans’ Monument at Freedom Park.  

She updated the commission about the current Phase III project that includes 2 wing walls, a pathway access 

to the South of the monument, additional brick donor pavers and sponsor plaques.  Director Bruns also 

informed the commission that the Heroes organization has requested and City Council approved a change 

from black granite on the new South wing wall to a mural to be painted by Mr. Black of the San Dimas 

High School faculty.  The mural design was distributed. 

  Commissioner Kenney questioned if this part of the project was the final phase.  Director 

Bruns responded that there are some other elements such as pergolas and a donor circle, but at this time, the 

Heroes organization has not presented a timeframe for those to be completed. 

 

 3.  Update on Walnut Creek Open Space 

  

   Director Bruns announced that Supervisor Antonovich’s office has approved $850,000 for 

the first Phase of the Walnut Creek Open Space project, the final approval will come after the October Los 

Angeles County Board of Supervisors’ meeting. 

   Commission Margis inquired about what Phase I will include.  Director Bruns responded that 

it will include the CEQA Report, a pedestrian access through Loma Vista Park, two trails:  the Meadow 

Trail and the General Site Trail Loop; some landscape buffering, final building cleanup and demolition, 

gating and some fencing.   

   Commissioner Martinez asked about the timeline of the funding.  Director Bruns replied that 

typically grants of this nature provide for an one year contract after award.  She also informed the 

commission that there was going to be some lot line adjustments with the Tzu Chi and the WCA. 

 

  4.  Calendar of Upcoming Events 

    

   Manager Raya distributed a calendar of events from September through December and 

encouraged the commissioners to attend events. 



B. Members of the Audience 

 

  None 

 

C. Members of the Commission 

 

  Commission Neal commented that the San Dimas Day at the Los Angeles County Fair was a 

good day.  He also informed the commission that he would be participating in the San Dimas Western Days 

with his bike booth. 

 

D. City Council Liason 

 

   Councilmember Ebiner commented that he liked the postcard type of advertisement 

distributed for the Recreation Special Events.  He mentioned that the City Council had approved an 

ordinance to provide for chickens in residential neighborhoods, as well as for “Cottage Food” businesses.  

He informed the commission that the City owned six units in the newly developed Grove Station and would 

be selling them.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 7:10 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Karon DeLeon, Facilities Manager 


