
 

CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris        
Mayor Pro Tem John Ebiner 
Councilmember Emmett Badar  
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
2. RECOGNITIONS 
 

 San Dimas Youth Softball Association ASA Southern California – Eastern-Northeast 
District Champions for 2014  8U and 10U Divisions 

 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City Council on any item 

not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is prohibited from taking or 
engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda.  However, your concerns may be 
referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the City Council on an item on this 
agenda, other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time or asked to be heard when that 
agenda item is considered.  Comments on public hearing items will be considered when that item is scheduled 
for discussion.  The Public Comment period is limited to 30 minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) 
minutes.) 

 
a. Members of the Audience 

 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 (All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion unless a 
member of the City Council or citizen requests removal for separate discussion.) 
 

 a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as follows: 
 

(1) RESOLUTION NO. 2014-40, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS, APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF 
JULY AND AUGUST, 2014. 

 
(2) RESOLUTION NO. 2014-41, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SAN DIMAS, APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS 
FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE 
DISTRICT FOR FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT COMPETITIVE EXCESS 
FUNDING FOR MARCHANT PARK RECREATION BUILDING AND APPROVES 
THE ADOPTION OF A YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN  

 
b. Approval of minutes for the regular City Council meeting of July 22, 2014 

  
c. Rejection of Bids for Cash Contract 2014-01, Foothill Boulevard Bridge Widening Over San 

Dimas Wash, BHLS-5367(013) 
 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2014, 7:00 P.M.  

SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
245 E. BONITA AVENUE 
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5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 a. Allen Avenue Elementary School Traffic Engineering Study on Parking, Traffic Circulation and 

Crosswalk at Allen Avenue and Bayfield Drive Intersection  
 

b.  Approve Agreement with Aleshire & Wynder LLP for City Attorney Services appointing Mark 
     Steres as City Attorney 

 
6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 a. Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be determined by 

the Chair.) 
 
 b. City Manager 
 
 c. City Attorney 
 
 d. Members of the City Council 
 
 1)   Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency. 
 
  2)  Individual Members' comments and updates 
  
 e. Receive report regarding Downtown Decoration Lighting from staff. The City Council meeting 
  will adjourn at 8:30 p.m. and reconvene at Exchange Place and Bonita Avenue to view a 
  demonstration of lighting alternatives and provide direction to staff on the preferred alternative. 
        
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting will be at 5:30 p.m. study session on August 26, 2014 regarding options for possible 
city participation in a downtown façade assistance program. The next regular City Council meeting will 
be at 7:00 p.m. August 26, 2014. 
 
AGENDA STAFF REPORTS:  COPIES OF STAFF REPORTS AND/OR OTHER WRITTEN 
DOCUMENTATION PERTAINING TO THE ITEMS ON THE AGENDA ARE ON FILE IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AND ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION DURING THE 
HOURS OF 8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED BY CALLING (909) 394-6216.  CITY COUNCIL MINUTES AND AGENDAS ARE 
ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE CITY’S HOME PAGE ON THE INTERNET: 
http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm.   
 
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS:  AGENDA RELATED WRITINGS OR DOCUMENTS PROVIDED 
TO A MAJORITY OF THE SUBJECT BODY AFTER DISTRIBUTION OF THE AGENDA PACKET 
SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION AT THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 
245 EAST BONITA AVENUE DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. [PRIVILEGED AND 
CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS EXEMPTED] 
 
POSTING STATEMENT:  ON AUGUST 8, 2014, A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THIS 
AGENDA WAS POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS AT 245 EAST BONITA AVENUE (SAN 
DIMAS CITY HALL); 145 NORTH WALNUT AVENUE (LOS ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, SAN DIMAS BRANCH); AND 300 EAST BONITA AVENUE (UNITED STATES POST 
OFFICE); AND AS A CONVENIENCE, AT THE VONS SHOPPING CENTER (PUENTE/VIA 
VERDE) AND THE CITY’S WEBSITE AT www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm.  
 
 

http://www.cityofsandimas.com/
http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm


RESOLUTION NO. 2014-40 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
   CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 

CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF  
                    JULY AND AUGUST 2014 
 

                   
 
 WHEREAS, the following listed demands have been audited by the Director of Finance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified as to the availability of funds for 
payment thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the register of audited demands have been submitted to the City Council for 
approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of San Dimas 
does hereby approve Prepaid Warrant Register: 07/31/14 (24445 – 24544) in the amount of 
$1,647,489.34 and Warrant Register: 08/15/2014 (148760 – 148931) in the amount of 
$2,069,167.06 
 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 12th DAY OF AUGUST 2014. 
 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
       Curtis W. Morris, Mayor of the City of San Dimas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Debra Black, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by vote of the City 
Council of the City of San Dimas at its regular meeting of August 12th, 2014 by the following 
vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

   
 
      ________________________________ 
      Debra Black, Deputy City Clerk 
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Agenda Item Staff Report 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 For the Meeting of August 12, 2014  
 
From: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager 
 
Initiated By: Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
Subject: Resolution approving application for grant funding from the Los Angeles 

County Regional Park and Open Space District for Fifth Supervisorial District 
competitive excess funds for Marchant Park Recreation Building Rehabilitation 
Project and approve Youth Employment Plan for this project. 

 
 

 
     Summary  
 
 A City Council resolution approving the application for competitive grant  

funds for Fifth Supervisorial District is required by the Los Angeles County 
Regional Park and Open Space District. 

 
   
      
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 3, 1992 and on November 5, 1996 the voters of Los Angeles County enacted Los 
Angeles County Proposition A for Safe Neighborhood Parks, Gang Prevention, Tree-Planting, 
Senior and Youth Recreation, Beach and Wildlife Protection. 
 
The Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District recently announced the 2015 
Competitive Excess Funds Grant Program and the availability of $5,000,000 for the Fifth 
Supervisorial District.  The program offers funding to communities for improvements to and/or 
rehabilitation of public parks including infrastructure, community/recreation facilities, and/or 
development of new small facilities.  Grant awards will range from $15,000 to $300,000. 
 
In order for the City to compete for funding, an application must be submitted to the Los Angeles 
County Regional Park and Open Space District.  The application process requires a resolution 
of the City Council approving application for the grant funds, identifying a specific project on 
which the grant funds will be spent, and approving the adoption of a youth employment plan.  
Eligible projects may include improvements to and/or rehabilitation of existing public parks 
and/or recreation facilities, and/or development of new small facilities, with priority given to at-
risk youth recreation and senior citizens service facilities.  Applicants are encouraged to 
demonstrate matching funding commitments of at least 25 percent. 
 
Our submitted project will include the remodel and rehabilitation of the Marchant Park 
Recreation Building to supplement the currently city funded Marchant Park playground and 
restroom replacement project. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution No. 2014-41 approving the application for grant funds 
from the Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District for Fifth Supervisorial 
District Competitive Excess Funding for Marchant Park Recreational Building Rehabilitation and 
approving the adoption of a Youth Employment Plan. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  

 Resolution 2014-41 
 Marchant Park Recreation Building Rehabilitation Project Youth Employment Plan 
 Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District Grant Announcement 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2014-41 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS  

APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM   

THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 

FOR FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT COMPETITIVE EXCESS FUNDING FOR 

MARCHANT PARK RECREATION BUILDING AND APPROVES THE ADOPTION OF A 

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN 

 

 

WHEREAS, the people of the County of Los Angeles on November 3, 1992, and on 

November 5, 1996 enacted Los Angeles County Proposition A, Safe Neighborhood Parks, Gang 

Prevention, Tree-Planting, Senior and Youth Recreation, Beach and Wildlife Protection (the 

Propositions), which among other uses, provides funds to public agencies and nonprofit 

organizations in the County for the purpose of acquiring and/or development facilities and open 

space for public recreation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Propositions also created the Los Angeles County Regional Park and 

Open Space District (the District) to administer said funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District has set forth the necessary procedures governing application for 

grant funds under the Propositions, and 

 

WHEREAS, the District’s procedures require the City of San Dimas to certify, by 

resolution, the approval of the application before submission of said application(s) to the District; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, said application contains assurances that the City of San Dimas must 

comply with; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of San Dimas certifies, through this resolution, that the application 

is approved for submission to the District; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of San Dimas will enter into an Agreement with the District to 

provide funds for acquisition and development projects. 

 

WHEREAS, the District’s procedures require the adoption of a Youth Employment Plan 

for development projects by the governing body of the agency. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN DIMAS HEREBY: 

 

1. Approves the filing of an application with the Los Angeles County Regional Park and 

Open Space District for Funds for the above project; and 

 

2. Certifies that the City of San Dimas understands the assurances and certification in the 

application form; and 

 



3. Certifies that the City of San Dimas has, or will have, sufficient funds to operate and 

maintain the project in perpetuity; and 

 

4. Certifies that the City of San Dimas will sign and return, within 30 days, both copies of 

the project agreement sent by the District for authorizing signature; and 

 

5. Approves the adoption of a Youth Employment Plan for the project (see attached); and 

 

6. Appoints the Director of Parks and Recreation, or designee, to conduct all negotiations, 

and to execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications, 

agreements, amendments, payment requests and so forth, which may be necessary for the 

completion of the aforementioned project. 

 

Passed, approved and adopted this 12
TH

 day of August, 2014 

 

 

 

       ____________________________ 

       MAYOR 

 

 ATTEST: 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 2014-41 was adopted by vote of the 

City Council of the City of San Dimas at its regular meeting of August 12, 2014 by the following 

vote: 

 

AYES:   

NOES:   

ABSENT:  

ABSTAIN:  

 

 

 

     _________________________________ 

     CITY CLERK 

 



City of San Dimas 
 

Marchant Park Recreation Building Rehabilitation Project 
 

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PLAN 
 
Background: 
 
The Marchant Park Recreation Building Rehabilitation Project includes building expansion, interior 
improvements, restroom modifications, structural adjustments to interior spaces, restoration of interior 
and exterior finishes, and accessibility upgrades. 
 
Marchant Park was deeded to the City of San Dimas by the County of Los Angeles in June, 1964 and the 
initial master plan for the park was adopted in 1966 to meet the City’s goal to, “Provide a wide range of 
recreational activities.”  The Recreational Facility has always been, and continues to be used extensively.  
While the facility provides adequate function and is maintained regularly, the spaces and finishes are 
outdated, over utilized and in need of rehabilitation.  A rehabilitated facility will continue to function as 
a multi-purpose facility for a variety of recreational programs including tiny tots, seasonal day camps, 
instructional classes and community uses, in an expanded, revitalized and refreshed environment. 
 
 
Scope of Work: 
 
The scope of work for this project includes the re-design and remodel of the facility.  Structural 
adjustments will be made to meet current ADA accessibility requirements and to provide improved 
functionality of the space.  Interior and exterior finishes and fixtures will be replaced.  Roofline 
modifications will be required and the facility will be re-roofed.  The air conditioning unit will be re-
located and ducting will be replaced. 
 
The nature of the construction requires that all work be performed by skilled laborers; therefore, this 
project will not be appropriate for the employment of at-risk youth. 
 
Tasks that may be performed by at-risk youth:   None 
 
Total Estimated hours of Youth Employment on the project: None 
 
Estimated Cost per hour:     None 
 
Total Estimated Cost of youth employment:   None 
 
 
Method of Youth Employment: 
 
Due to the nature of the project and requirement for skilled labor, the City of San Dimas will not employ 
local youth (Ages 14- 24) on the project. 
 
 
 







 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris 
Mayor Pro Tem John Ebiner  
Councilmember Emmett Badar 
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 

Mayor Morris called the meeting to order and led the flag salute at 7:01 p.m. 
 
2. RECOGNITIONS 
 

 San Dimas Youth Softball Association ASA Southern California – Eastern-Northeast 
District Champions for 2014 -  8U and 10U Divisions  

 
Postponed to future meeting. 

 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City Council on 

any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is prohibited 
from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda.  However, 
your concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the 
City Council on an item on this agenda, other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at 
this time or asked to be heard when that agenda item is considered.  Comments on public hearing 
items will be considered when that item is scheduled for discussion.  The Public Comment period is 
limited to 30 minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.) 

 
a. Members of the Audience 

 
(1)  Jackie Soto Manager of Red Roof Inn brought forth issues and concerns with the transient occupancy 

on the adjacent property. 
 
(2)  Margie Green San Dimas resident shared an experience with a resident from another city who had 

comments regarding the situation at the Red Roof Inn. 
 
(3)  Nora Chen Manager at the San Dimas Library announced ongoing and upcoming events planned at 

the library. 
 
(4)  Scott Hay San Dimas Chamber of Commerce provided update for the City’s Birthday BBQ. 
 
4. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 (All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion 
unless a member of the City Council or audience requests separate discussion.) 
 

MOTION: It was moved by Councilmember Badar, seconded by Councilmember Ebiner and 
carried to accept, approve and act upon the consent calendar as follows: 

 

MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL  

HOUSING AUTHORITY MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2014, 7:00 P. M.                                                        
SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

245 E. BONITA AVENUE 

4b



City Council Meeting Minutes 
July 22, 2014                                                                                                                                            Page 2 
 
 a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014 - 39, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 2014 
 

b. Approval of minutes for the regular City Council meeting of July 08, 2014 and Special City 
Council meeting of July 8, 2014. 

 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
Mayor Morris recessed the regular City Council meeting and convened the meeting of the San Dimas 
Housing Authority at 7:14 p.m. 
 
The meeting was opened for oral communications, closed when no one came forward. 
 
5. SAN DIMAS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
  
 a. Authorize Agreement with NPHS Services for the Sale of Grove Station Units 
 
 b. Authorize Agreement with Keyser-Marsten – Covenants for Grove Station  
 
Larry Stevens Assistant City Manager of Community Development presented staff’s report on both 
items with recommendations authorizing the City Manager to enter into agreements with NPHS and 
Keyser-Marsten. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Bertone and seconded by Councilmember 
Templeman to authorize the city Manager to execute contracts with NPHS and Keyser-Marsten. The 
motion passed by vote of five to zero. (5-0) 
 
Mayor Morris adjourned the meeting of the San Dimas Housing Authority and reconvened the regular 
meeting of the City Council at 7:22 p.m. 
 
6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

a. Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five minutes or as may be determined by the 
Chair.) 

None 
 

b. City Manager 
 
Mayor’s Call in Show 

 
c. City Attorney 

 
Nothing to report 
 

d. Members of the City Council 
 

1) Reappointments to Planning Commission 
  

a. Jim Schoonover appointed 2000 
b. John Davis appointed 2007 
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MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Badar and seconded by Councilmember Bertone to 
reappoint Jim Schoonover and John Davis to the Planning Commission. The motion passed by vote of 
five to zero (5-0) 
 

2) Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency. 
 
Nothing to report 
 
  3)  Individual Members’ comments and updates. 
 
Councilmember Templeman mentioned the clothing drop boxes throughout the city and asked staff for 
a status on addressing the situation. 
 
Larry Stevens answered that staff has issued some citations and are using established guidelines to 
monitor these. 
 
Councilmember Templeman asked when the work on Lone Hill and Arrow would be completed. 
 
Krishna Patel Director of Public Works responded that the work would be completed on Friday. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:27 to closed session. 
 
7. CLOSED SESSION 
 
 City Council closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 
 
      a. Public Employee Appointment – Discussion and possible direction (Pursuant to G.C. 54957) 
 
 Title: City Attorney 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Closed session adjourned at 7:45 p.m. with no reportable action. The next meeting will be held 
August 12, 2014, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Debra Black, Deputy City Clerk 
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Agenda Item Staff Report 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 For the meeting of August 12, 2014 
 
From: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager 
 
Initiated By: Steven M. Farmer, Landscape Maintenance Manager 
 
Subject: Downtown Decorative Tree Lighting 
 
   
BACKGROUND 
 
At their June 10, 2014 study session, the City Council discussed the lighting of trees on Bonita Avenue 
in the downtown corridor.  A “Tree Lighting Study” detailing the availability of power and possible lighting 
options was presented at that meeting (Attachment 1).  Staff explained the current availability of power, 
the need for additional power, options for lighting styles, and various costs associated with lighting the 
parkway trees.  It was the consensus of the Council to support the City paying for the lighting of the 
parkway trees with lights mounted in a vertical fashion, at a cost not to exceed $60,000. 
 
Since that meeting, Staff has further examined the feasibility of lighting the downtown trees to determine 
the best options within existing parameters.  The Council discussion was focused on strand lighting on 
the tree trunks, and in addition to that staff has reviewed up-lighting on the trunks.  
 
The “Tree Lighting Study” determined the availability of power and the requirements to deliver that 
power to each tree.  The study determined that there is an adequate power supply available utilizing 
existing circuits at the base of the street light poles between San Dimas Avenue and Monte Vista 
Avenue.  The study also concluded that the two viable options were LED strand lights and LED up-
lights.  
 
The Parks and Recreation Department was tasked with determining the impact of the light installation on 
the existing trees, identifying the least invasive attachment method, and recommending which specific 
trees should be lit. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
A field review of the Bonita Avenue trees between San Dimas Avenue and Monte Vista Avenue was 
conducted by the Landscape Maintenance Manager and the Municipal Arborist.  The review was to 
determine which trees within the downtown corridor are suitable for lighting based on species, size 
(canopy and girth), and proximity to an existing power source.  Staff has identified 26 suitable trees for 
lighting (Attachment 2).  
 
The installation of lights will require trenching to install electrical conduits and pull boxes from existing 
street light poles/pull boxes to the base of each tree.  Landscaping and irrigation must be modified or 
replaced to accommodate this work.  Additionally, each circuit will require a control device, either a 
timer or a photocell to turn the lights on and off.  The type of controller will determine the installation 
location and final costs.  
 
The City tree contractor, under the direction of the Parks and Recreation Department staff, currently 
trims the downtown trees once every two years at a cost of approximately $2,580.  Depending upon the 
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extent of lights installed, and if branch lighting is included, staff estimates that the cost to trim may as 
much as double, given the extra time required to trim around the lights.  In addition, there is the 
possibility of accidentally cutting through the light strings, although staff is of the opinion that trimming 
can be completed with minimal replacement costs.  Any damaged or burned out lights will be replaced 
as needed. 
 
The City Council has allotted a project budget not to exceed $60,000.  This total will include the 
purchase and installation of all lighting materials, conduits, controllers, landscape and irrigation 
modifications, and the labor involved for completing the project. 
 
Staff has scheduled a demonstration of the lighting options for Tuesday, August 12.  The demonstration 
will include the lighting options listed above and will include trees of various size and species within the 
proposed project area.  The lighting demonstration will take place on Bonita Avenue at Exchange Place 
on the north side of the street.   
 
If the proposed recommendations are approved, preparations and installation will begin as soon as 
possible.  The proposed project area includes approximately 26 trees on Bonita Avenue, between San 
Dimas Avenue and Monte Vista Avenue. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff requests City Council approval on each of the following recommendations: 
 
1. Staff recommends that a combination of up-lights and strand lights be utilized to best highlight the 

different types of trees because the trees in the downtown corridor are so diverse in size and 
shape. 

 
Up Lights: 
One or two lights mounted at the base of the larger trees and one or two lights strategically 
mounted within the canopy.  This option will require the least maintenance.  With up-lighting, 
colored lenses can be changed seasonally if desired. 

 
Strand Lights: 
Strand lights installed on the trunks of the smaller trees and also attached to the branches within 
the canopies.  The Crape Myrtles and Redbuds lend themselves well to this method.  It will be 
difficult to obtain a good lighting effect with the strand lights in the larger Eucalyptus, 
Liquidambars and Sycamores as their branches and canopy will require a significant amount of 
lights, well beyond the “Tree Lighting Study” recommendations.   

 
2. Staff recommends the use of adjustable nylon (zip) ties or metal mesh straps to attach lights to the 

trees versus a mechanical fastener (staple) that will be invasive and potentially harmful to the 
health of the trees.  

 
3. Staff also recommends that the lighting be controlled by a timer set for a specific run time.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Steven M. Farmer 
Landscape Maintenance Manager 
 
Attachments:   
 

 Tree Lighting Study 
 Downtown Lighting Tree List 



ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREE LIGHTING STUDY 

AT 

W. BONITA AVE. BETWEEN S. 
CATARACT AVE. AND S. SAN 

DIMAS AVE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of San Dimas 
245 East Bonita Avenue 
San Dimas, CA 91773 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 4, 2014 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 

1.01  Purpose 
 

Lighting study has been completed for new tree lighting at W. Bonita Avenue 
between S. Cataract Avenue and S. San Dimas Avenue.  The study will 
determine power available and options of different light fixtures suitable for 
variety of different trees. 

 
1.02  Scope of Study 

 

The scope of this study included the following: 
a. Site visit to investigate existing site condition and existing power panel. 
b.  Review of different light fixtures best suited for all existing trees. 

 
1.03  Planned Construction 

 

It is proposed to install tree lighting on all trees along W. Bonita Avenue between 
S. Cataract Avenue and S. San Dimas Avenue. 

 
1.04  Study Method 

 

My study consisted visual observation of existing site condition and checked 
existing power panel where power receptacles are being fed from. 

 

 
2.0  EXISTING  CONDITION 

 

2.01  Power receptacles on W. Bonita Ave. between N. Monte Vista Ave. and S. 
San Dimas Ave. 

 
Each street lighting pole has upper and lower power receptacles.  Upper 
receptacles are being fed with the same circuits as street lighting circuits and 
lower receptacles are being fed with dedicated circuits. Each lighting pole has 
underground pull box in close proximity for pulling additional wires. Power 
receptacles are being fed from existing panel located behind San Dimas Grain 
(for poles located on south side of W. Bonita Avenue) and existing panel behind 
Bank of America (for poles located on north side of W. Bonita Avenue) 

 
2.02  Power receptacles on W. Bonita Ave. between N. Cataract Ave. and N. 

Monte Vista Ave. 
 

Each street lighting pole does not have receptacle.  There is spare conduit 
available for future lower receptacle to each street lighting pole.  Each lighting 
pole has underground pull box in close proximity for pulling additional wires. 

 
2.03  Existing trees 

 
There are several varieties of trees along W. Bonita Avenue with different 
branches and heights. There are approximately (12) trees north of W. Bonita 
Avenue and (15) tress south of W. Bonita Avenue. 



 
3.0 OPTIONS AND LIMITATION 

 

3.01 Option 1 -LED uplight using tree strap mounting 
 

Install LED uplight (3 light fixtures) on each tree using tree strap mounting (Refer 
to Appendix B). LED driver will be installed at the bottom of each tree (if 
required). LED lights are being fed from circuits serving lower receptacles. 
Lower receptacles can still be used if photo cell is installed to control LED uplight, 
otherwise lower receptacles have to be capped and install time clock at existing 
panel serving lower receptacles. Each circuit can serve 2-3 trees and lower 
receptacles can still be used.  New underground conduit and liquid-tight conduit 
are needed from existing underground pull box closest to lighting pole to each 
tree. 
Pro: LED uplight uses less power than rope or string LED lights and doesn't 
create glare to upcoming driver. Some of LED uplights come with built-in LED 
driver so there is no need for external LED driver. 
Cons: LED uplight is not as bright as rope and string LED lights especially for 
larger branches. 
Estimated Cost: $750 (3 light fixtures and tree strap for each tree) 
Estimated Labor: $1,000 (including trenching, conduits and light fixtures 
installation per tree) 

 
3.02  Option 2- Rope or string lighting around tree trunk 

 
Install LED rope or string lights around tree trunk up to main branches.  LED rope 
or string lights are being fed from circuits serving lower receptacles.  LED rope or 
string lights will be stapled to tree trunk and LED driver or transformer will be 
installed at approximately 10 ft. above ground to avoid vandalism.  Lower 
receptacles have to be capped because rope or string lights take more power 
load.  Each circuit can serve 2-3 trees and lower receptacles cannot be used. 
New underground conduit and liquid-tight conduit are needed from existing 
underground pull box closest to lighting pole to each tree. 
Pro: LED rope or string lights are brighter than LED uplight especially for larger 
branches. 
Cons: LED rope or string lights take more power than LED uplight. LED rope or 
string lights need external LED driver or transformer. LED rope or string lights 
might create glare to upcoming driver. 
Estimated Cost: $500 (75 foot estimated per tree and transformer) 
Estimated Labor: $1,500 (including trenching, conduits and light fixtures 
installation per tree) 

 
3.03  Option 3- Solar panel and back-up battery 

 
Install solar panel and battery back-up on the roof of retail spaces along W. 
Bonita Ave. to provide power for single strand lights on the upper portion of the 
retail spaces. 
Pro: Lower receptacles can still be used and tree lights do not depend on existing 
circuits. 
Cons: Higher cost of installing solar panel and battery back-up for approximately 
8 hour run time each night.  Need to have structural engineer study existing roof 
structure to hold solar panel and battery weights. 
Estimated cost: $2,000 (solar panel, battery charger, batteries and cabinet) 
Estimated labor: $500 
 
 



3.04 Limitation 
 

Upper receptacles are almost at full capacity since upper receptacles are 
connected to street lighting.  Tree lights cannot be connected to circuits serving 
upper receptacles. 

 
4.0  CONCLUSION 

 

4.01  Circuits available 
 

Circuits serving lower receptacles can be used for tree lights along W. Bonita 
Avenue between N. Monte Vista Avenue and S. San Dimas Avenue. New 
circuits need to be installed for tree lighting installation along W. Bonita Avenue 
between N. Cataract Avenue and S. San Dimas Avenue. 

 
4.02 Recommendation 

 

LED rope or string lighting will add more lights to surrounding area in addition to 
street lighting that has high intensity. LED uplight will not add lights to 
surrounding area but rather highlight tree branches. 



1 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 
 

DOWNTOWN LIGHTING  

POTENTIAL TREE LIST 

Bonita Avenue between San Dimas Avenue and Monte Vista Avenue 

 

 

 

North Side of W. Bonita Avenue 

 

Number    Species    Address  Electricity   Comments 

1 Sycamore  111  Yes 1st tree west of San Dimas Ave 

2 Sycamore 111  Yes Multi-Trunk 

3 Redbud 111  Yes Small Multi-Trunk 

4 Crape Myrtle 125 Yes Small Multi-Trunk 

5 Crape Myrtle 129 Yes Small Multi-Trunk 

6 Liquidambar 131 Yes  

7 Eucalyptus  135 Yes Multi-Trunk in front of B of A 

8 Liquidambar 151 Yes  

9 Liquidambar 155 Yes  

10 Liquidambar 155 Yes Must bore under concrete walkway 

11 Crape Myrtle 165 Yes  

12 Crape Myrtle 169 Yes  

13 Crape Myrtle 169 Yes  

14 Redbud 175 Yes Must bore under concrete walkway   Small Multi-Trunk     

15 Redbud 175 Yes Must bore under concrete walkway   Small Multi-Trunk     

                               

 

 

                                                          

South Side of W. Bonita Avenue 

 

Number    Species          Address  Electricity      Comments 

16 Eucalyptus 108 Yes  

17 Eucalyptus 108 Yes  

18 Crape Myrtle 114 Yes Pozzeto’s 

19 Crape Myrtle 114 Yes  

20 Crape Myrtle 114 Yes  

21 Liquidambar 120 Yes  

22 Liquidambar 120 Yes Must bore under concrete walkway 

23 Eucalyptus 142 Yes  

24 Liquidambar 150 Yes  

25 Crape Myrtle 160 Yes Roady’s 

26 Crape Myrtle 160 Yes  
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