
 

 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeff Templeman  
Councilmember Emmett Badar  
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember John Ebiner 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS   (Members of the audience are invited to address the City 
Council on any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative 
body is prohibited from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted 
agenda.  However, your concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If 
you desire to address the City Council on an item on this agenda, other than a scheduled public 
hearing item you may do so at this time and ask to be heard when that agenda item is 
considered.  Comments on public hearing items will be considered when that item is scheduled 
for discussion.  The Public Comment period is limited to 30 minutes.  Each speaker shall be 
limited to three (3) minutes.) 
 
 a. Members of the Audience 
 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 (All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion unless a member of the City Council requests separate discussion.) 
 
a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as 

follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-XX, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE 
MONTH OF MARCH, 2014. 

  
b. Approval of minutes for regular meeting of March 8th, 2016 

 
 c. Denial of Claim for Martinez v. City of San Dimas (1932233 WRQ) 
 
      d.   A request for a two (2) year time extension for the approved Tentative Parcel Map 26891 

(TPM05-02) which was approved by the City Council in 2007. The TPM 26891 was a 
request to Subdivide one (1) 145,090 sq. ft. (3.33 acres) parcel into two (2) parcels; Lot 1 
is 65,165 sq. ft. in size, Lot 2 is 79,925 sq. ft. located at 606 South Walnut Avenue  
(APN: 8382-011-048). 

AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL  

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2016, 7:00 P. M.                                                        
SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

245 E. BONITA AVE. 
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 e. San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments Updates 
 

f.  Proclaim April “DMV/Donate Life California Month” 
 
g.  Proclaim April 3-9, 2016 “Safety Seat Checkup Week” 

 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
4. OTHER MATTERS 
 

a. Consider a Proposal from the San Dimas HEREOS Organization for the Installation of a 
Park Monument Sign at Freedom Park 

 
b. Update Downtown Sidewalk Replacement Project and Tree Species Confirmation 
 

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 a. Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be 

determined by the Chair.) 
 
b. City Manager 
 
c. City Attorney 

 
d. Members of the City Council 

 
1) Designate Mayor Pro Tem 
 
2) Appointments and Assignments to Associations, Boards, Commissions 
 
3) Set date for Spring Council/staff Retreat session 
 

• April 11, 5-9, Monday 
• April 18, 5-9, Monday 
• April 25, 5-9, Monday 
• April 16, 8-12, Saturday 

 
4) Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency. 
 
5) Individual Members' comments and updates. 

 
6.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, 2016. 
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Notice Regarding American with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the ADA, if 
you need assistance to participate in a city meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
(909) 394-6216.  Early notification before the meeting you wish to attend will make it possible 
for the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting 
[28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II].

Copies of documents distributed for the meeting are available in alternative formats upon 
request. Any writings or documents provided to the City Council regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Administration Counter at City Hall 
and at the San Dimas Library during normal business hours. In addition most documents are 
posted on the City’s website at cityofsandimas.com. 

Posting Statement: On March 18, a true and correct copy of this agenda was posted on the 
bulletin board at 245 East Bonita Avenue (San Dimas City Hall), 145 North Walnut Avenue (Los 
Angeles County Library), 300 East Bonita Avenue (United States Post Office), Von’s Shopping 
Center (Puente/Via Verde Avenue) and the City’s website 
www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm

http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm


RESOLUTION 2016-17 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
   CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 

CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTH MARCH 2016  
                   
 
 WHEREAS, the following listed demands have been audited by the Director of Finance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified as to the availability of funds for 
payment thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the register of audited demands have been submitted to the City Council for 
approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of San 
Dimas does hereby approve Warrant Register 03/30/2016 (154539-154652) in the amount of 
$815,406.43. 
 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 22nd, day of March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
       Curtis W. Morris, Mayor of the City of San Dimas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK, HEREBY CERTIFY that 
Resolution 2016-17 was approved by vote of the City Council of the City of San Dimas at its 
regular meeting of March 22nd, 2016 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

   
 
      ________________________________ 
      Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL:
Mayor Curtis W. Morris
Mayor Pro Tem Jeff Templeman 
Councilmember Emmett Badar
Councilmember Denis Bertone
Councilmember John Ebiner

STAFF:
City Manager Blaine Michaelis
Assistant City Manager of Development Services Larry Stevens
Assistant City Manager Administrative Services Ken Duran
Director of Parks and Recreation Theresa Bruns
Director of Public Works Krishna Patel
Municipal Arborist Jim Robertson
Assistant City Clerk Debra Black

1. CALL TO ORDER FLAG SALUTE

Mayor Morris called the meeting to order and led the flag salute at 7:00 p.m.

2. RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUCEMENTS

Theresa Bruns – Director of Parks and Recreation recognized by the 41st State Assembly 
District Office as a Woman of Distinction Honoree for 2016

City Manager Blaine Michaelis introduced Theresa and congratulated her for being
honored and shared the city’s mutual acknowledgement of her accomplishment.

Municipal Arborist Jim Robertson to announce the Arbor Day Activity scheduled for 
March 9, 2016 at Shull School and to present the Tree City USA 10 Year Award

Mr. Robertson introduced himself as the city’s Municipal Arborists and announced the city 
receiving the Tree City USA Award.

Parks and Recreation Department to announce the Annual Family Festival, Easter Egg 
Hunts, and Community Service Planting Project to be held on March 19, 2016 at the 
Civic Center and Via Verde Park.

MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL /

SUCCESSOR AGENCY MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 08, 2016, 7:00 P. M.                                                        

SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS
245 E. BONITA AVENUE
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Recreation Coordinator Erica Rodriguez highlighted some of the events and activities of 
the Annual Family Festival and Easter Egg Hunt

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Recognition of Incycle for Holiday Toy Event

Mayor Morris read details of the organizations activities and events, after which he and Lt. 
Andy Berg presented plaques to some of the organizers.

3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS   (Members of the audience are invited to address the City 
Council on any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the 
legislative body is prohibited from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not 
appearing on the posted agenda.  However, your concerns may be referred to staff or set for 
discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the City Council on an item on this agenda, 
other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time and ask to be heard 
when that agenda item is considered. Comments on public hearing items will be considered 
when that item is scheduled for discussion. The Public Comment period is limited to 30 
minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.)

a. Members of the Audience

1) Evan Celaya, ASB President highlighted events and activities at the High School.

2) Cheryl Panzer, President of the Chamber of Commerce announced events and activities 
produced/presented by the Chamber.

3) Kevin Kenney resident thanked the Council for the opportunity to volunteer and the 
lessons he learned by serving on City Commissions.

The Mayor and Councilmembers thanked Mr. Kenney for his contribution to the community.

4. CONSENT CALENDAR
(All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion unless a member of the City Council requests separate discussion.)

Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as 
follows:

a. RESOLUTION 2016 -15, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF 
FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2016.

b. RESOLUTION 2016-16, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SAN DIMAS AMENDING A STANDARDIZED CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CODE FOR DESIGNATED EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS

c. Approve the minutes of the February 23, 2016 Study Session and regular City Council 
meetings.

d. Deny Claim Arellano vs. City of San Dimas (#1931980 TVQ)
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e. Award of Engineering and Geotechnical Design Contacts for Design of Proposition 1 

grant Application Project for Stormwater Permit Requirements 
 

MOTION: By motion and second (Councilmember Ebiner and Councilmember Bertone) the 
motion carried by unanimous vote to approve the consent calendar as presented. 
 
YES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
   
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 

a. Consideration of an Agreement with NJD, Ltd. to  modify the project approvals to reflect 
the inclusion of the South 40 parcel within the scope of the project and adjust the 
potential development rights on both parcels; revise the equestrian trail required by 
Condition No. 56 of Tentative Tract Map No. 70583 to include an alternate trail; require 
that developer transfer fee title of approximately fifteen (15) acres of the South 40 parcel 
that includes the new South 40 Trail and the area located east of the South 40 trail and 
adjacent to Horsethief Canyon Park to the City with the remaining approximate twenty-
five (25) acres of the South 40 parcel to be preserved in a natural state and used as future 
environmental mitigation; and, waive the City’s option to take ownership of 84 acres of 
open space described in the Development Agreement or any other open space in the 
project while still preserving it in a natural state. 

  
1)  AGREEMENT TO MODIFY DEVELOPMENTS RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
 FOR NORTHERN FOOTHILLS PROJECT 

 
2) ORDINANCE 1236, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SAN DIMAS APPROVAL OF MUNICIPAL CODE TEXT 
AMENDMENT 12-04, AMENDING THE BOUNDARY OF PLANNING AREA 
ONE OF SPECIFIC PLAN NO. 25 TO INCLUDE 40 ADDITIONAL ACRES 
AND TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF LOTS WITHIN THE REVISED 
PLANNING AREA ONE FROM 61 LOTS TO 65 LOTS. (SECOND 
READING AND ADOPTION) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the Agreement with NJD, Ltd. and adopt Ordinance 
1236. 

 
Assistant City Manager of Development Services Larry Stevens presented staff’s 
report on this item. 
 
Councilmember Bertone asked who is going to own the 84 acres in the north and 
the 25 acres on the south.  
 
In response Mr. Stevens stated that this is the subject of an agreement between the 
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developer, Army Corps and US Fish and Wildlife, requiring permanent mitigation and 
managed by an independent management agency. 

 
Councilmember Bertone asked about the language regarding NJD requesting an 
amendment to the Tentative Tract Map. 
 
Mr. Stevens responded that they currently have an approved TTM for 61 lots and they 
are taking four of those lots that the zoning ordinance allows on the south 40 and moving 
them to the main project, which requires an amendment to the map. 

 
Stan Stringfellow for the developer added that Mr. Stevens and staff did a great job 
laying out the deal points and added that the Southwest Resource Management Agency is 
the name of the agency that will be conserving the property. He added that this is good 
use of the property because it conserves almost 160 acres. 

 
ACTION: By motion and second (Councilmember Bertone, Councilmember Ebiner) to 
modify the Agreement to Development Rights and Obligations for Northern Foothills 
Project. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
YES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ACTION: By motion and second (Councilmember Ebiner, Councilmember Bertone) to 
adopt Ordinance 1236. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
YES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
Councilmember Bertone commented that he was disappointed that61 homes are going up, but 
once this agreement is accepted it will preserve a lot of open space. He also thanked Mr. Stevens 
for a good job. 

 
6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be 

determined by the Chair.) 
 

a. Members of the Audience 
 
No one came forward. 
 

b. City Manager  
 
Announcement of the Mayor’s call in show. 
 

c. City Attorney 
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Nothing was reported. 
 

d. Members of the City Council 
 

1)  City Council appointment of Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) General Assembly representative. 

 
ACTION:  By motion and second (Councilmember Badar, Mayor Morris) to appoint 
Councilmember Bertone. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 
YES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
2) Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency 
 

Nothing was reported. 
 

4) Individual Members' comments and updates. 
  
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. The next City Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 22, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________    __________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk     Curtis W. Morris, Mayor 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

AN EMPLOYEE-OWNED COMPANY 

770 S. Placentia Avenue  ı  Placentia, CA 92870 

P. O. Box 25180  ı  Santa Ana, CA   92799-5180 

www.carlwarren.com  ı  Tel: 714-572-5200  ı  800-572-6900  ı  Fax: 866-254-4423 
CA License No. 2607296 

 
March 7, 2016 
 
 
TO: City of San Dimas 
 
ATTENTION:  Ken Duran, Assistant City Manager 
 
 RE: Claim     : Martinez v. San Dimas 
 Claimant  : Raul Martinez 
 Member  : City of San Dimas 
 Date Rec’d by Mbr : 2/23/16 
 Date of Event  : 2/12/16 
 CW File Number : 1932233 WRQ 
 
Dear Ken: 
 
Please allow this correspondence to acknowledge receipt of the captioned claim.  Please take the 
following action: 
 

• CLAIM REJECTION: Send a standard rejection letter to the claimant’s 
attorney, Michael T. Martin, Esq. in Chino, Ca. 

 
Please include a Proof of Mailing with your rejection notice to the claimant.  An exemplar copy 
of a Proof of Mailing is attached.  Please provide us with a copy of the Notice of Rejection and 
copy of the Proof of Mailing.  If you have any questions feel free to contact the assigned adjuster 
or the undersigned supervisor.   
 
 Very truly yours 
 
 CARL WARREN & COMPANY 

 Richard D. Marque 
 Richard D. Marque 
 Supervisor  
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VOLUME 4, ISSUE 3 

Foothill Gold Line Phase 2A 
(Pasadena—Azusa) Opens 

On March 5, 2016, the Foothill Gold 
Line Phase 2A extension officially 
opened for revenue operaƟons.  This 
project broke ground in 2010 and was  
completed on Ɵme and on budget on 
September 23, 2015. This extension 
adds 11.5 miles of trach and six new 
staƟons in the ciƟes of Arcadia, 
Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale and Azusa.  
The city of Azusa has two staƟons – 
one at Alameda Avenue, in downtown; 
and one at Citrus Avenue, near Citrus 
College and Azusa Pacific University. 
  
The Foothill Gold Line from Pasadena 
to Azusa was built along the former 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe (ATSF) 
right‐of‐way, purchased by Metro for 
the project in the early 1990s. This 
extension was fully funded by LA 
County’s  sales tax Measure R.  
Together with the iniƟal phase that was 
completed in 2003, the Foothill Gold 
Line connects a total of 25.2 miles, 
terminaƟng at Union StaƟon in 
downtown Los Angeles.   
 
A host of elected and transportaƟon 
officials celebrated the latest expansion 
in a ribbon‐cuƫng ceremony for the 
new Metro Gold Line expansion at the 
Duarte/City of Hope staƟon. 

Valley Voice 
The Pulse of the  

San Gabriel Valley 
 

March 2016 

Also in the issue… 
Transportation Update………………………………4-5 
Napolitano Stormwater Workshop………………6 
Energy Leader Model……………………………………7 

LEEF Forum Recap ….pg. 6 

STORMWATER 
ROUNDTABLE 

3e



VALLEY VOICE | PULSE OF THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY  VOLUME 4, ISSUE 3| Page 2 

 

SGVCOG Hosts Strategic Planning Session	

Funding Available Through Metro’s ExpressLanes Net Toll 
Revenue Grant Program	

In January 2016, Metro released the 
second round of applicaƟons under its 
ExpressLanes Net Toll Revenue Re‐
Investment Grant Program.  This program 
provides funding for projects within in a 
three mile radius of either the I‐10 or I‐110 
ExpressLanes.  Eligible applicants include 
public agencies that provide 
transportaƟon faciliƟes or services within 
LA County, including ciƟes, transit 
operators, and the County of Los Angeles.  
In the San Gabriel Valley, the following 
ciƟes are eligible to submit applicaƟons:  
Alhambra, Arcadia, Baldwin Park, El 
Monte, Industry, Irwindale, La Puente, 
Montebello, Monterey Park, Rosemead, 
San Gabriel, San Marino, South El Monte, 
South Pasadena, Temple City, and West 
Covina.   
 
Funding is available for three projects 
categories: 

 Transit Uses (Funding Target=40%):  
Purchase of new bus or commuter rail 
vehicles for enhanced or new service; 
fare subsidy/operaƟng subsidy; 

staƟon enhancements and capacity 
improvements, including enhanced 
bus shelters, real‐Ɵme arrival 
informaƟon, and  Ɵcket vending 
machines (TVM); Regional Bus 
Maintenance facility improvements;  
and transit corridor projects serving 
ExpressLanes corridors. 

 System ConnecƟvity/AcƟve 
TransportaƟon(Funding Target=40%):   
First mile/last mile connecƟons to 
transit faciliƟes; Complete Streets 
projects; bicycle infrastructure 
including bicycle lanes and secured 
bicycle parking faciliƟes; pedestrian 
enhancements; operaƟng subsidy for 
bike parking, bike‐share, and car‐
share; infrastructure and programs to 
support the use of electric vehicles; 
Park‐n‐Ride facility improvements and 
security Roadway Improvements; 
intelligent transportaƟon system (ITS)  
improvements; On/off ramp 
improvements connecƟng to city 
streets which reduce the incidents of 
bicycle and pedestrian collisions with 

vehicles; graffiƟ removal and 
landscaping; and ExpressLane corridor 
extensions.   

 Roadway Improvements (Funding 
Target=20%): ITS improvements; On/
off ramp improvements connecƟng to 
city streets which reduce the incidents 
of bicycle and pedestrian collisions 
with vehicles; graffiƟ removal and 
landscaping; and ExpressLane corridor 
extensions.   

 
Metro will host an applicaƟon workshop 
as follows: 

Tuesday, March 8 
9:30 – 11:30 am 
Metro Bus Division 9, 3rd Floor 
3449 Santa Anita Ave. 
El Monte, CA 91731 

ApplicaƟons are due May 16, 2016.   It is 
anƟcipated that the Metro Board of 
Directors will approve funding in July 2016 
and begin allocaƟng funding in December 
2016.  For addiƟonal informaƟon, visit:   
hƩps://www.metro.net/projects/
expresslanes/ 

On February 18, the SGVCOG held a 
Strategic Planning Workshop. The purpose 
of the workshop was to idenƟfy key 
iniƟaƟves for FY 2016‐17 and develop 
strategies to achieve goals related to these 
iniƟaƟves. There were over 60 Governing 
Board delegates, alternates and city 
managers in aƩendance at the workshop.  
There was a mix of small group discussion 
and large group electronic voƟng to 
prioriƟze issues and idenƟfy roles for the 
COG.   
 
The primary focus of workshop was to 
address the following “Big QuesƟons”: 

 What is your vision for the SGVCOG? 

 Should its role be more limited or 
more expansive? 

 What should be the major prioriƟes 
for the SGVCOG? 

 Are there any policy areas beƩer 
addressed by other agencies? 

 What kind of acƟviƟes should the 
SGVCOG engage in to meet policy 
prioriƟes? 

 
The following were idenƟfied as key 
iniƟaƟves for FY 2016‐17 (not in priority 
order): 

 Stormwater; 

 LegislaƟve and Regulatory Advocacy; 

 AcƟve TransportaƟon; 

 Large Capital TransportaƟon Projects; 
and 

 Homelessness 
 
Based on the survey and comments from 
the workshop, staff is now working to 
arƟculate the goals, key acƟviƟes  and 
resource needs related to each iniƟaƟve.  
A draŌ of the strategic plan will be 
presented at the March 17 Governing 
Board and a final version will be presented 
for adopƟon in April.   
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	Foothill Gold Line Phase 2A Opening (continued) 

Metro provided a celebratory 
atmosphere, with aŌernoon parƟes at 
the Duarte/City of Hope, Arcadia, 
Monrovia, Azusa Downtown and 
Irwindale staƟons. The events included 
live music, food vendors and booths 
highlighƟng area businesses. 
 
Free rides were offered along the enƟre 
Gold Line route from noon to midnight 
to celebrate the opening of the 
extension. About 3,500 people per hour 
rode the train on opening day. The Gold 
Line extension is expected to carry 
13,600 passengers per day by 2035. 
 

Photos 

Bike Hub Tour 

On February 29, members of 
the SGVCOG TransportaƟon 
CommiƩee toured the first 
Metro Bike Hub locaƟon to 
open in the SGV at the El Monte 
Bus StaƟon. Metro hopes to 
open two addiƟonal Bike Hubs 
by the end of 2016 in Hollywood 
and Culver City. 
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Transportation Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s transportaƟon acƟviƟes, as well as other relevant regional and statewide updates.   

Metro Announces “Operation Shovel Ready”  

At the January 2016 Metro Board of 
Directors, Metro CEO Phil Washington  
unveiled a new iniƟaƟve known as 
“OperaƟon Shovel Ready.”  The purpose 
of this iniƟaƟve is to “aggressively move 
forward in bringing transit, highway and 
regional rail project closer to the 
implementaƟon stage.”  The hope is 
that invesƟng in early planning efforts 
will allow Metro to take advantage of 
potenƟal opportuniƟes related to 
funding, grants, private sector 
parƟcipaƟon and local community 
support to accelerate the construcƟon 
and implementaƟon of these projects.   

The project list was comprised of 16 
transit and 19 highway projects, and it 
includes both Measure R funded and 
unfunded projects.  In the San Gabriel 
Valley, the following projects were 
included: 

Metro Gold Line Eastside Transit 
Corridor Phase 2; 

 San Gabriel Valley Regional 
Greenway Network Feasibility 
Study; 

 I‐605/SR‐60 Interchange 
Improvements; 

 SR‐71 Widening; 

 SR‐60/SR‐57 Interchange; and  

 I‐605/I‐10 Interchange. 

Metro staff will be reporƟng to the 
Metro Board of Directors on a quarterly 
basis regarding progress on these 
projects.    While the specifics of the 
iniƟaƟve have not yet been determined, 
the inclusion of these six criƟcal San 
Gabriel Valley projects on the list will, at 
a minimum, serve to raise their visibility 
Countywide.  
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Active Transportation Program Cycle 3 Funding Schedule 

Metro Launches NoHo to Pasadena Express Bus 

In the run‐up to the opening of the 
Gold Line extension to Azusa on March 
5, another important new transit 
service debuted on March 1: an express 
Metro bus connecƟng Pasadena, 
Glendale, the Burbank Media District 
and the North Hollywood Red Line and 
Orange Line staƟons. The new bus 
service is called the NoHo‐Pasadena 
Express, or the 501. 

This new route provides a frequent all‐
day and weekend transit connecƟon 
between the San Gabriel and San 
Fernando valleys. 

The bus primarily uses the 134 freeway.  
Service runs weekdays from 5:30 a.m. 
unƟl 9 p.m. and weekends from 6:30 
am unƟl 9 p.m. — every 15 minutes 
during peak hours and every 30 
minutes during off‐peak Ɵmes and 
weekends  Trips between NoHo and 
Del Mar StaƟon in Pasadena are 
expected to take 34 to 50 minutes 
depending on the Ɵme of day and 
direcƟon of travel. 

The six‐month pilot project is expected 
to cost $1.2 million to operate with an 
anƟcipated average daily ridership of 
1,500 by the end of the six‐month 
period. 

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, joined with Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garceƫ, Pasadena Mayor Terry Tornek, Glendale Mayor Ara Najarian, Metro CEO 
Phil Washington and others to launch the new 501 line.  

On March 17th, 2016 the California 
TransportaƟon CommiƩee (CTC) will 
approve the Cycle 3 ATP 
Guidelines.  The Cycle 3 Call for 
Projects is tentaƟvely scheduled for 
late March 2016 through mid‐June 
2016. This cycle is anƟcipated to 
provide $230M in funding for FY 19‐20 
and FY 20‐21.  The following types of 
projects are eligible under this 
program:   

 Infrastructure Projects: This 
includes the environmental, 
design, right‐of‐way, and 
construcƟon phases of a capital 
(faciliƟes) project;  

 Plans: The development of a 
community wide bicycle, 
pedestrian, safe routes to school, 
or acƟve transportaƟon plan in a 
disadvantaged community; and 

 Non‐infrastructure Projects: 
EducaƟon, encouragement, and 
enforcement acƟviƟes that further 
the goals of the ATP program.  

 The draŌ schedule for ATP Cycle 3 is 
shown in the table below.   

AcƟon Date 
CTC adopts ATP fund esƟmate and guidelines March 17, 2016 
Call for Projects released March 30, 2016 
Project applicaƟons due June 15, 2016 
CTC staff recommendaƟons for statewide and small rural 
and urban projects released 

October 28, 2016 

CTC adopts statewide and small rural and urban funding 
awards and distributes list of projects not funded to large 
MPOs for consideraƟon of funding 

December 7‐8, 2016 

MPOs submit funding recommendaƟons to CTC January 27, 2016 
CTC adopts MPOs’ funding recommendaƟons March 2017 
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Local Energy Economic Forum (LEEF) Recap 

Environment & Water Update 
Below please find updates about the COG’s activities, as well as other energy, environment, natural resources and water updates.   

The San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise 
Partnership, in collaboraƟon with the Los 
Angeles County Commercial PACE 
Program, hosted a Local Energy Economic 
Forum on February 11, 2016. The purpose 
of the forum was to share how San 
Gabriel Valley business leaders are 
benefiƟng from energy efficiency.  
 
The LEEF Forum featured a moderated 
panelist discussion about 
the economic opportuniƟes and energy‐
saving benefits of local programs for 
business owners. The panelist discussion  
highlighted innovaƟve financing 
mechanisms, new legislaƟon, local rebates 

and incenƟves, and current uƟlity 
programs commercial businesses.  
 
Keynote speaker  Larry Kosmont gave an 
overview of the importance of sustainable 
economic development in ciƟes and how 
businesses can leverage sustainable 
development in his presentaƟon enƟtled 
“Economic Development 2.0: 
Sustainability Replaces Redevelopment “ 
 
AƩendees also had  the opportunity to 
explore resources for energy efficiency, 
water conservaƟon, and renewable 
energy through eight unique exhibitor 
booths.  

Congresswoman Napolitano Hosts Stormwater Workshop  
On Tuesday, February 16, Congresswoman 
Grace Napolitano hosted a roundtable 
discussion on the Los Angeles County 
Municipal Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) 
permit with stakeholders from the San 
Gabriel Valley and all across LA County at 
City of Hope’s Cooper Auditorium in 
Duarte.  
 
Napolitano, the Ranking Member on 
the House TransportaƟon and 

Infrastructure SubcommiƩee on Water 
Resources and Environment, has been 
holding workshops to inform communiƟes 
of the MS4 permit which requires ciƟes to 
implement strategies to reduce the 
pollutants collected in their stormwater 
systems.  
 
The roundtable featured speakers from 
the U.S. Environmental ProtecƟon Agency, 
the State Water Resource Control Board  

and more. A wide range  of topics were 
included on the discussion of stormwater, 
such as MS4 permit specifics,  legal 
aspects of the MS4 permits, and 
affordability/costs to meet permit 
requirements.   
 
Members of the audience were treated to 
a unique opportunity to ask the experts 
direct quesƟons on  each of these 
stormwater topics. 

San Gabriel Energy Wise Partnership 

Local Energy 
Economic Forum 
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Energy Wise Energy Leader Model 
Through the San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise Partnership (SGVEWP), ciƟes are able to parƟcipate in Southern California Edison’s 

Energy Leader Model, which recognizes ciƟes for increasing their energy efficiency in municipal faciliƟes and in their communiƟes, 

parƟcipaƟng in demand response programs, and engaging in long‐term strategic planning for energy efficiency.   

There are 4 levels in the Energy Leader Model: Valued, Silver, Gold, and PlaƟnum.  CiƟes must meet thresholds in municipal and 

community energy efficiency, demand response, and strategic planning. Requirements can be found below: 

Curious what level your city is at? Refer to the charts below. 

Over 10 million kWh in 
overall municipal energy 
savings. 

City Energy Savings (kWh) 

West Covina 1,760,950 

City Energy Savings (kWh) 

Alhambra 2,567,400 

Baldwin Park 297,621 

Glendora 590,827 

San Dimas 123,303 

Arcadia 1,789,536 

Claremont 421. 963 

Covina 543, 514 

Duarte 225,861 

El Monte 1,843,709 

Monrovia 1,113,096 

Pomona 2,898,948 

San Gabriel 526,170 

South El Monte 187,335 

South Pasadena 1,243,616 

City  Energy Savings (kWh) City Energy Savings (kWh) 

Bradbury 0 

Diamond Bar 27,587 

City of Industry 14,367 

Irwindale 0 

La Canada Flintridge 0 

La Puente 4,800 

La Verne 223,658 

Montebello 515,205 

Monterey Park 762,046 

Rosemead 7,072 

San Marino 493,492 

Sierra Madre 348,416 

Temple City 20,347 

Walnut 64,551 

Value  Silver  Gold 

Platinum 

Over $1,300,000 averted 
uƟlity costs. 

100 projects completed 
since 2010. 
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Valley 
Voice 

The Pulse of the 
San Gabriel Valley 

1000 S. Fremont Ave. 
Bldg A‐10N, Suite 10‐210 

Alhambra, CA 91803 

    

  
   

Wednesday, March 16, 10:00 a.m. 
Water Committee  
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, March 17, 4:00 p.m. 
Transportation Committee  
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, March 17, 6:00 p.m. 
Governing Board  
602 E. Huntington Dr., Monrovia 
 
Monday, March 21, 12 noon 
Public Works TAC 
211 E. Huntington Dr., Arcadia 
 
Wednesday, March 23, 3:30 p.m. 
EENR Committee 
600 S. Mountain Ave., Monrovia 
 
 

Thursday, March 24, 12 noon 
Planners TAC 
119 W. Palm Ave., Monrovia 
 
Thursday, March 24 , 4:00 p.m. 
Legislative Networking Reception 
15801 1st Street,  Irwindale 
 
Thursday, March 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Special Governing Board Meeting 
with Edison President 
1610 Huntington Dr., Duarte 

Upcoming Meetings 



          DONATE LIFE 
 
HEREAS, organ, tissue marrow and blood donations are life-giving acts recognized worldwide as expressions of 
compassion to those in need; and 
 
HEREAS, more than 121,000 individuals nationwide and more than 21,000 in California are currently on the 
national organ transplant waiting list, and on average, 22 people die each day waiting due to the shortage of 
donated organs; and 

 
HEREAS, the need for donated organs is especially urgent in Hispanic and African American communities; and 

 
 
HEREAS, more than 600,000 units of blood per year are needed to meet the need in California; and 
 
 
HEREAS, at any given time 6,000 patients are in need of volunteer marrow donors; and 
 
 
HEREAS, a single individual’s donation of the heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas and small intestine can 
save up to eight lives; donation of tissue can save and heal the lives of up to 50 others; and a single blood 
donation can help three people in need; and 
 
HEREAS, millions of lives each year are saved and healed by donors of organs, tissues, marrow and blood; and 
 
 
HEREAS, the spirit of giving and decision to donate are not restricted by age or medical condition; and 
 
 
HEREAS, over twelve million Californians have signed up with the state-authorized Donate Life California 
Donor Registry to ensure their wishes to be organ, eye and tissue donors are honored; and 
 
HEREAS, California residents can sign up with the Donate Life California Donor Registry when 
applying for or renewing their driver’s licenses or ID cards at the California Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 
 
OW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in recognition of National Donate Life Month, the month of 
April 2016 is hereby proclaimed “DMV/Donate Life California Month” in the City of San Dimas and in doing 
so we encourage all Californians to check “YES!” when applying for or renewing their driver’s license  or I.D. 
card, or by signing up at www.donateLIFEcalifornia.org or www.doneVIDAcalifornia..org .   
 
N WITNESS THEREOF, I, Mayor Curtis W. Morris, have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
City of San Dimas to be affixed this 22nd day of March, 2016. 

_____________________ 
               Mayor 
 

Attest: ________________________________ 
              City Clerk 

W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 

N 

I 
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HEREAS, the number one preventable cause of death and injury of children and young 
adults is the automobile collision; and 

HEREAS, more than 90 child passengers under fifteen are killed and more than 10,000 
injured in automobile collisions in California each year; and  

HEREAS, 71% of small children killed in crashes would be alive today if they had been 
properly restrained in child safety seats; and 

HEREAS, 45% of injuries to child occupants ages four to eight could be prevented with 
the use of booster seats; and  
 
HEREAS, more than 90% of child safety seats are used incorrectly; and  
 
HEREAS, the State of California requires that all occupants be properly restrained in 
safety seats or safety  belts with children in the back seat until at least the age of eight; 
and 

HEREAS, the State of California requires all occupants of motor vehicles to be buckled 
up correctly on every ride; and 

HEREAS, crash-tested safety seats are moderately priced and widely available for 
purchase at retail stores and at low cost from safety seat distribution programs 
throughout California; and 

     HEREAS, SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A. has been dedicated for more than 35 years to protecting 
children from injury or death while being transported in a motor vehicle.  

OW, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS THAT APRIL 3-9, 2016 
BE DECLARED SAFETY SEAT CHECK UP WEEK. 
 
N WITNESS THEREOF, I, Curtis W. Morris, have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the City of San Dimas to be affixed this March 22, 2016. 

  
 

___________________________________ 
               Mayor 

                  
                        

Attest ________________________________ 
              City Clerk 

W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
W 
 W 
 N 
I 
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Agenda Item Staff Report 

 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 For the meeting of March 22, 2016 
 
From: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager 
 
Initiated By: Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
Subject: Consider a Proposal from the San Dimas HEREOS Organization for the Installation of 

a Park Monument Sign at Freedom Park 
 

 
Summary 

 
 The Parks and Recreation Commission does not recommend that a park  
 monument sign be installed at Freedom Park. 
 
  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At their March 15, 2016 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Commission discussed a proposal from the 
San Dimas HEROES organization for the installation of a park monument sign at Freedom Park. 
 
Staff presented the historical background regarding the process for naming of the park in 2012, as well 
as the City Council decision to not install a park monument sign at that time.   
 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
On November 18, 2015 the HEREOS Organization submitted a request to staff for a park monument 
sign to be installed at Freedom Park.  Because the item was previously considered by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the City Council, the request for re-consideration of that decision should 
follow the same process.  Due to the Los Angeles County Parks Needs Engagement Meeting 
scheduled for the Commissions January meeting, the item was held until their March, 2016 meeting. 
 
In preparation for presenting the request to the Commission, staff evaluated, and the Commission 
discussed at their meeting, the following: 
 

- Approved Plans for the HEROES Monument Project 
 

When approved, the HEROES Monument design plans were intended to be complete, with the 
project to be completed in phases, and did not include a park monument sign.  The plans have 
evolved and have been adjusted in minor ways with the completion of each phase, such as; the 
inclusion of the mural on the south wall instead of granite panels; the change from sponsor boulders 
to sponsor blocks; and the two entry pergolas not built to this point.  This demonstrates that the City 
has worked with the HEROES for the completion of each phase, and may consider a park 
monument sign even though a decision was previously made to not include one. 
 

4a
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All elements of the approved design plan have been installed with the exception of the two entry 
pergolas which remain uncompleted.  Staff recommended that clarification be made regarding the 
intent of the HEROES to install the pergolas at a later date. 
 
Mr. Enderle stated at the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that the pergolas will not be 
constructed, and staff has requested that this be received in writing, and to be attached to the 
approved plan and the Memorial Project Agreement between the HEROES and the City. 
 
- Site Conditions 

 
There exist many obstructions along the San Dimas Avenue frontage of the park, including two light 
poles, two power poles and a guy wire, a backflow device, a water meter, two underground vault 
vents and trees.  In addition, there are line of sight restrictions for traffic movements coming off of 
Commercial Street and exiting from the Park and Ride Parking lot.  

 
Staff and Mr. Enderle have identified the only feasible location for a park monument sign is on the 
south east corner of the park, west of the entry walkway, in the area of the Eucalyptus trees.  This 
location has been reviewed for line of sight clearance, and a sign could be installed at a southerly 
faced angle.  The turf area and irrigation system must be adjusted if a sign is installed.  City staff 
can accomplish these modifications.  Should a sign be approved, staff would work with the 
HEROES and the sign manufacturer for appropriate size and scale. 
 
While this location is currently unobstructed and presents as a feasible location for a park 
monument sign, it would be obstructed if the entry pergola identified in the approved plan is 
installed and may interfere with its installation.  If the pergolas are not to be constructed as recently 
stated by Mr. Enderle, this location is suitable. 
 
- Sign Design 

 
With their proposal, the HEROES submitted a sign design for approval.  Staff has included the 
proposed design, as well as photos of other San Dimas park monument signs located at various 
city parks, as an attachment.  While the other park signs vary slightly, there is a consistent title 
format with each.  The HEROES proposed design varies from the other signs with the inclusion of 
the words “San Dimas HEROES.”  Staff suggests that “San Dimas HEROES” should not be 
included on a park sign, as the name of the park is “Freedom Park,” not “San Dimas HEROES 
Freedom Park.”  The words “San Dimas HEROES” appear at least three times on the park; 
predominately on the main center wall, and on two of the concrete “pillow blocks.”  The Monument 
is the San Dimas HEROES Monument, and the park is Freedom Park. 

 
- Need for a Sign 

 
The HEROES have indicated that a park monument sign is needed in order for visitors to locate the 
park.  When searching internet maps for San Dimas Heroes Monument, San Dimas Veterans 
Monument, San Dimas Monument, San Dimas Heroes, and San Dimas Freedom Park, each go 
directly to the location of San Dimas Freedom Park, 213 S. San Dimas Avenue, with a pop up 
indicator identifying the “San Dimas Veterans Monument at Freedom Park.”  The park may not be 
commonly known as Freedom Park, but it is internet searchable, and flagged on Google maps.  If 
looking for the park or the HEROES Monument, the Monument is far more visible than a park 
monument sign would be on the south east corner of the park, at a southerly facing angle. 

 
- Budget 
 
The HEROES proposal also includes a request for financial support from the City for 50% of the 
total cost for the sign and installation.  They estimate the cost to be in the $7,000 to $8,000 range.  
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This is not a currently funded project, and is not included on the budgeted priorities schedule, so a 
budget allocation to accommodate this request would be necessary. 

 
After presentation of the staff report, the Parks and Recreation Commission took comments from the 
members of the HEROES Organization that were present.  After discussion, Commissioner Kespradit 
made a motion to recommend to City Council that no park monument sign be installed at Freedom 
Park, seconded by Commissioner McClure and passed unanimously.  Reasons stated and discussed 
regarding the recommendation include not wanting to detract from the beauty of the HEROES 
Monument; the HEROES Monument is beautiful and appreciated, and a park sign would cheapen or 
detract from it; the Monument itself serves as sign; the HEROES Monument is the park; the pathways 
lead you to it; and the Monument speaks for itself. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission does not recommend the installation of a park monument sign 
at Freedom Park.  Staff concurs with the Parks and Recreation Commission recommendation that there 
is not a need for a park monument sign, as the HEROES Monument is the focal point of the park, and a 
park sign would detract from it. 
 
It is at the pleasure of the Council as to whether a park monument sign shall be installed at Freedom 
Park.  If the Council approves installation of a sign, staff recommends: 
 
1. It shall follow the same title format as all other San Dimas park monument signs, and include 

the name “Freedom Park” not “San Dimas HEROES Freedom Park.”   
 
2. It shall be consistent in design with all other park monument signs, and include the wagon wheel 

logo that is found on all park monument signs.  
 
3. The scale of the proposed sign may need to be adjusted to more appropriately fit the identified 

space, and shall be confirmed with final design approval. 
 
4. Approve a budget allocation to cover a 50% cost share for the sign and installation.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Theresa Bruns 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

• March 15, 2016 Parks and Recreation Commission Staff Report with Attachments 
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Park developed by the Kiwanis 
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:  March 22, 2016

TO:  Mayor and City Council

FROM: Community Development Department

SUBJECT: Review of Street Tree Selected for Downtown Sidewalk Project
   
   
During the Downtown Charrette process, discussion ensued regarding a number of ongoing 
projects relative to their role in the future vision of the Downtown. An update is intended for the 
upcoming retreat on several of these matters. However, since the sidewalk replacement project 
is going out to bid now, Staff concluded that one item should be brought forward immediately.

The primary street tree selected for the project is the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle. Discussion at the 
Charrette identified concerns about that tree as follows:

• Small size and stature when compared to trees being removed
• Limited shading benefits of the smaller tree
• Increased heat effects of new sidewalk surface (versus wood sidewalks 

and planters) affecting buildings, particularly on the north side

As a result of this discussion the Downtown consultant was asked to provide several optional 
trees that would otherwise fit within the existing design. Two trees have been suggested for 
consideration. They are the Chinese Pistache and the Japanese Zelkova.

Staff requested the project architect and the City arborist to provide comments on these 
additional options. Memos from each are attached.

Plans are expected to be out for bid next week but, if there is direction to change the tree, it 
would have no effect on the bid schedule.

All three of the trees (see attached summary of characteristics) are appropriate street trees and 
fit the existing design including the grates. The primary differences are in the size and scale of 
the trees with the two suggested options both achieving greater height and spread thereby 
bringing an improved shading component offsetting some of the increased heat island effects.

Staff requests Council comment and direction on whether or not to change the selected tree.
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 Crape Myrtle Chinese Pistache Japanese Zelkova 
Drought Tolerant Yes Yes Yes 
Height (at maturity) 15-25’ 25-35’ 50-80’ 
Spread 6-15’ 25-35’ 50-75’ 
Growth Rate Fast Medium Medium 
Sun Exposure Full Full Full 
Color Striking flowers, 

attractive bark, 
attractive fall foliage, 
white flowered trees 
produce yellow fall 
color 

Good fall color with 
leaves turning orange 
and red in fall, 
greenish flowers in 
spring but not showy 

Fall colors are 
shades of yellow, 
brown and orange to 
deep red to reddish 
purple, green flower 
color but not showy 

Shape Vase Oval, round, 
spreading 

Vase 

Use Urban settings and as 
a small street tree 

Shade and 
ornamental tree 

Good street tree due 
to dense shade 

Roots No large surface 
roots if well drained 

No large surface 
roots 

Surface roots are 
usually not a problem 

 
 
Attachments: 

1. Memos from Architerra and Jim Robertson (City Arborist) 
2. Summary of tree characteristics 



 
 
 

 

CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

 

 
DATE: March 16, 2016 
 
TO:  Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
FROM: Jim Robertson, Municipal Arborist 
  Steven Farmer, Landscape Maintenance Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Tree Selection for Bonita Avenue 
 
 
The three trees under review for the street improvement project on Bonita Avenue 
are numbered from one to three in order of preference. 
 
 #1 Lagerstroemia indica (Crape Myrtle), is a fast growing tree that has a rounded 
canopy and excellent fall color. The Crape Myrtle is hardy in zones 4-16, and 18-23 
with slightly invasive roots. This tree will grow to an approximate height of twelve 
feet with a canopy as wide. The species chosen for the downtown project is a hybrid 
of this and another Lagerstroemia known as fauriei, this hybridization, known as 
“Natchez”, allows the tree to grow bigger (to a height of 25 feet) and also have a 
partial immunity to certain types of mildew that infect the Indica.  The “Natchez” 
varietal is preferred. 
 
#2 Pistache chinensis (Chinese Pistache), is another tree well suited for city life, also 
requires yearly young tree maintenance and can grow to heights between 30 and 60 
feet.  Can be rangy in youth but quickly take on great structure with some training.  
The Pistache has beautiful fall colors from oranges to reds and is good in zones 4-
16, 18-23; roots can handle small areas and do not get too invasive.  This tree 
comes in a close second to the Crape Myrtle and would fit to the design parameters. 
 
#3 Zelkova serrata (Sawleaf Zelcova), is a good city tree in the Elm family requiring 
young tree maintenance, if not maintained properly can suffer from limb drop or self-
pruning.  The Zelkova can get 60 feet tall in its maturity with slightly invasive roots.  
This tree will likely push the limits of the grow boxes designed for the Natchez. 
 
 
All of these trees exhibit great fall color and are hardy to the San Dimas area; most 
will handle the size of planting area except Zelkova.  Each of these trees can be 
seen growing throughout the community in parkway locations.  
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Crape Myrtle (Natchez) - 213 W. 2nd Street and 506 W. 4th Street 
 
Pistache - 119 5th Street and 122 5th Street 
 
Zelkova - 530, 602, and 608 Ghent Street and 705 Hatfield 
 
Staff recommends that the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle be used based on the currently 
designed grow space for the downtown project 
 

 Crape Myrtle (Natchez) 
 

 Chinese Pistache in fall color 
 

 Zelcova serrata (Sawleaf zelkova) 



 
 

 

      

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  March 15, 2016 

TO: Mr. Krishna Patel, Public Works Director 

FROM: Robert Collings, Project Manager 

RE: San Dimas – Bonita Avenue 

Streetscape Renovation – Street Trees 

 

Per your email request, we are providing our written response as to why we 
believe the City should keep the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle specified street trees in 
the Downtown Master Plan design. 

During the conceptual phase workshop in April of 2015, we had suggested three 
different species of trees.  The three species were:  the California Fan Palm, the 
Chancellor Pear Tree, and the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle.  All three trees were 
shown in elevation at 25’ o.c. spacing. Some of the concerns expressed by the 
business owners were that the palms were too tall, and provided no shade. The 
Chancellor Pears were also found to be too tall, and blocked the business 
signage and buildings. The third option, the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle, which is a 
deciduous flowering tree, a uniform grower of 20-25’ high with a 15-20’ spread, 
with brilliant orange and red fall color, was selected by the City Council as the 
most preferred alternative.  The Crape Myrtle was most preferred for providing 
pedestrian scale shade, and a manageable size that would not block the 
businesses or signs. 

After the workshop with City Council and the community, we were later asked 
by City staff to remove approximately 20% of the Crape Myrtles from our design, 
so that the trees would not block the business signs and/or buildings. In our 
opinion, we believe a uniform closer spacing, as originally proposed, is more 
appropriate than the thinned down version that we were ultimately directed to 
provide. 

The community has recently returned with a request to review two different tree 
varieties that provide more shade, and are more ornamental. Their suggestions 
included: Zelkova trees (Zelkova Serrata), and Chinese Pistache trees (Pistache 
Chinensis). Both the Zelkova and Chinese Pistache are larger than the originally 



 
 

 

selected Crape Myrtles, and we believe their size would be a concern regarding 
blocking the businesses and signage from the street.  

The Zelkova tree is a larger deciduous street tree with a height and spread of 
50’-80’. At this mature size, they would block both the buildings and signage. The 
Zelkova tree would also be a problem potentially growing against the buildings, 
if not properly maintained. On a positive note, it turns a nice bronze color in the 
fall. 

The Chinese Pistache tree, which is also deciduous, and highly colorful in the fall, 
is the smaller of the two trees suggested at 25-35’ tall and 25-36’ wide, but would 
perform better in a park-like setting, since the Pistache has both a male and 
female flower. The female variety attracts birds, which eat the berries from the 
tree, and leave droppings on the pavement below. The female tree also drops 
purple berries that would possibly stain the newly installed concrete paving. The 
male trees produce huge pollen clusters in the spring that may affect people 
with allergies. 

Of the two trees suggested by the community, we would prefer the Pistache 
tree, due to it’s height and spread, even with it’s potential litter and pollen 
issues. 

In our professional opinion, we believe that the “Natchez” Crape Myrtle, with it’s 
architectural form, white flowers, and fall color is still the best suited tree for 
Bonita Avenue, within the Downtown District, and if more shade and tree 
canopies are desired, we should go back to the original conceptual plan 
spacing of 25’ o.c. to achieve this goal. 



 

Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) 

Lagerstroemia indica 

 

  

• Fast-growing shrub 

• Striking pink flowers, handsome bark, and attractive fall foliage 

• Great for hot and sunny climates 

• Considerable drought-tolerance once established 

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/�


• Great for hedges and screens

• Zones 7 to 9

Zones 7-10

Hardiness Zone(s):

Zones 7-10

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) can be expected to grow in the zones listed. More information can 
be found on the arborday.org zone map. Click to view map

Flowering

Type of Tree:

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) falls into the following type(s): Flowering

15' to 25' High

Mature Height:

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle)grows to be 15' to 25' feet in height.

6' to 15' Spread

http://shop.arborday.org/Data/Default/Images/Zones/zones7-10.png


Mature Spread: 

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) has a spread of about 6' to 15' at full maturity. 

  

Fast Growth 

Growth Rate: 

This tree grows at aFast growth rate. 

  

Full Exposure 

Sun Exposure: 

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) does well in Full exposure(s). 

  

Various Soils 

Soil: 

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle)grows in Acidic, Alkaline, Drought Tolerant, Moist, Well Drained, 
Wide Range soils. 

  

Vase 

Shape: 

The Crapemyrtle (Crape Myrtle) has a(n) Vase shape. 

  

 



 

Attributes: 

Striking flowers, handsome bark, and attractive fall foliage all combine to make the crapemyrtle a 
favorite landscape shrub. It is particularly well suited for the hot, sunny climates of the southern and 
southwestern United States. Once established, it will tolerate considerable drought. A beautiful 
specimen tree, it is often used in groupings, containers, hedges and screens, urban settings, and as 
a small street tree. A great abundance of cultivars have been selected for size, flower color, disease 
resistance, and cold hardiness. These particular Crapemyrtle seedlings are grown from seed or 
cuttings. 

Wildlife Value: 

Attracts birds 

History/Lore/Use: 

The common crapemyrtle is a native of China and Korea. It is called the "lilac of the South." The 
number of cultivars is enormous. Among these, the U.S. National Arboretum introductions are 
important for their disease resistance, good flowering, and ornamental bark. 

Moisture: 

Prefers moist soil but has good drought tolerance. 

Leaves: 

The leaves are opposite or the upper alternate, simple, 1-2 3/4" long, 3/4-1 1/2" wide, oval to oblong, 
lustrous medium to dark green with showy, yellow, orange or red colors in the fall. White flowered 
trees produce yellow fall color. 

Flower Color: 

Pink 6-8" long, 3-5" wide showy panicles on new growth. 

Bloom Time: 

late spring and summer into fall 
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• Great shade tree and street tree

• Showy fall colors

• Unique peeling bark exposes orange patches

• Tolerant of wind, drought, and air pollution

• Grows 50'to 80' tall, 50'to 75' spread

• Zones 5 to 8

Zones 5-8

Hardiness Zone(s):

Zones 5-8

The Japanese Zelkova can be expected to grow in the zones listed. More information can be found 
on the arborday.org zone map. Click to view map

Shade & Ornamental

Type of Tree:

The Japanese Zelkova falls into the following type(s): Shade & Ornamental

50' to 80' High

Mature Height:

http://shop.arborday.org/Data/Default/Images/Zones/zones5-8.png


The Japanese Zelkova grows to be50' to 80' feet in height. 

  

50' to 75' Spread 

Mature Spread: 

The Japanese Zelkova has a spread of about 50' to 75' at full maturity. 

  

Medium Growth 

Growth Rate: 

This tree grows at aMedium growth rate. 

  

Full Exposure 

Sun Exposure: 

The Japanese Zelkova does well inFull exposure(s). 

  

Various Soils 

Soil: 

The Japanese Zelkova grows inAcidic, Alkaline, Drought Tolerant, Moist, Wide Rangesoils. 

  

Vase 

Shape: 



The Japanese Zelkova has a(n)Vase shape. 

 Attributes: 

The Japanese zelkova is a handsome tree with showy fall color, attractive exfoliating bark, and a 
symmetrical, vase-shaped growth habit. It makes a good street tree because of its dense shade, 
ability to grow in marginal soils and resistance to pests and pollution. 

History/Lore/Use: 

Japanese zelkova is native to Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Manchuria. This tree is also called the 
"Keaki". The timber is high quality, durable and strong with a beautiful grain. It is used for furniture 
and in construction. It is a popular bonsai tree. 

Moisture: 

Japanese zelkova prefers moist, well drained soil but is very drought tolerant once established. 

Leaves: 

The leaves are alternate, simple, ovate to oblong-ovate, 1 1/4"-2" long with serrated margins, dark 
green and slightly rough above. Fall colors are shades of yellow, orange, brown to deep red to 
reddish purple. 

Flower Color: 

green, not showy 

Bloom Time: 

Spring with the leaves 

Fruit Description: 

Small, kidney bean-shaped drupe about 1/4" across ripening in the fall. 

 



Chinese PistachePistacia chinensis
Known as the “Ugly Duckling” of the tree world, the Chinese pistache starts out as an unattractive 
and misshapen young tree but grows into a magnificent specimen. It is a tough tree that can 
withstand urban conditions and is commonly used in Xeriscape (dry landscaping).

This tree is popular in California and is often put to use as the understock for commercial pistachio 
growers.

Hardiness Zones

The chinese pistache can be expected to grow in Hardiness Zones 6–9.View Map

http://www.arborday.org/images/zones/zones6-9.png


Tree Type

This tree is considered both a shade tree and an ornamental tree. It features a spreading canopy 
capable of blocking sunlight and adds visual interest and beauty to landscaping.

Mature Size

The Chinese pistache grows to a height of 25–35' and a spread of 25–35' at maturity.

Growth Rate

This tree grows at a medium rate, with height increases of 13–24" per year.

Sun Preference

Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, meaning it should get at least 6 hours of direct, unfiltered 
sunlight each day.

Soil Preference



The Chinese pistache grows in acidic, alkaline, loamy, moist, sandy, silty loam, well-drained and clay 
soils. It also grows well in drought conditions.

Attributes

This tree:

• Provides good fall color, with leaves turning beautiful shades of orange and red.

• Features lustrous dark green leaves that are around 10" long and compound, commonly with 10–12
(sometimes as many as 20) leaflets.

• Produces panicles of greenish flowers in April and May, but they are not showy.

• Yields small, round (¼" diameter) orange to red drupes that ripen in October.

• Withstands heat quite well.

• Grows in an oval, rounded, spreading shape.

• Tolerates urban conditions fairly well.

Wildlife Value

Used by Xeriscape (dry landscaping) gardeners as a critical addition for wildlife. The seeds provide 
food for small rodents and birds while the flowers provide food for insects.

History/Lore

It has been described as the "Ugly Duckling" because it turns from an unattractive and misshapen 
young tree into a magnificent specimen tree.

Attrib

Wildli
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CITY COUNCIL/COMMISSION
COMMITTEE/BOARD ASSIGNMENTS

CALIFORNIA CONTRACT CITIES ASSOCIATION
8119 Somerset Blvd.
Paramount, CA 90723     562 633-9555

Delegate:  Mayor Morris
Alternate:  All Councilmembers
Meeting Date: 3rd Wednesday of the month; Social hr. 6 p.m.; Dinner   

    Meeting-7 p.m.
Location:  Varies according to host city.

LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
602 E. Huntington Dr.
Monrovia 91016      626 305-1315

Delegate:  Councilmember Badar
Alternate:  Councilmember Bertone, Councilmember Templeman
Meeting Date: Board-4th Wednesday of the month; 7 p.m.
Location:  same

General Membership

Meeting Date: 1st Thursday of the month; 7 p.m. Dinner/Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Location: Stevens Steakhouse

5332 Stevens Pl
City of Commerce

L. A. COUNTY-CITY SELECTION COMMITTEE
(Piggyback with League of California Cities)

Delegate: Mayor Morris (automatic delegate)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS – General Assembly*
818 W. Seventh Street 12th Flr   213 236-1800
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435  FAX 213 236-1825

Delegate: Councilmember Bertone
Alternate: Mayor Pro Tem Ebiner
Meeting Date: 1st Thursday of the month; 12 p.m.
Location: same  

6d(2)



2

L. A. COUNTY-SANITATION DISTRICT BOARD
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 562 699-7411
Whittier 90601 FAX 562 695-2897

Delegate: Mayor Morris (automatic delegate)
Alternate: Councilmember Bertone
Meeting Date: 4th Wednesday of the month; 1:30 p.m.
Location: same

CALIFORNIA JOINT POWERS INSURANCE AUTHORITY
8081 Moody Street 562 467-8700
La Palma 90623-2045 FAX 562 860-4992
Rep. Allan Amico email: allan@cjpia.org 562 467-8720

DIR FAX    562 402-8692
Delegate: Mayor Morris
Alternate: City Manager Blaine Michaelis
Meeting Date: 4th Wednesday of the month; 6:30 p.m.
Location: same

POMONA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
2120 Foothill Blvd
La Verne 91750 909 596-7664
Secretary: Delal

Delegate: Councilmember Emmett Badar
Alternate: Asst. City Manager, Ken Duran, City Mgr. Blaine Michaelis
Meeting Date: 2nd Wednesday of the month; 5:30 p.m.
Location: La Verne City Hall 

3660 D Street
La Verne 91750

FOOTHILL TRANSIT ZONE JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY
100 N. Barranca 626 967-3147
West Covina 91791 FAX 626 915-1143

Delegate: Councilmember Badar
Alternate: Mayor Pro Tem Ebiner
Meeting Date: Last Friday of the month; 8:00 a.m.
Location: same

mailto:allan@cjpia.org
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
1000 S. Fremont Unit 42
Alhambra, CA 91803 Office: 626 457-1800
Email: sgv@sgvcog.org Fax: 626 457-1285

Delegate: Councilmember Bertone
Alternate: Councilmember Templeman
Meeting Date: 3rd Thursday of the month; 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6 p.m. meeting
Location: CTA Center/Southern California

6090 N. Irwindale Ave.
Irwindale 91702

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY MOSQUITO & VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT
1145 N. Azusa Canyon Rd 626 814-9466
West Covina 91790 FAX 626 337-5686

Delegate: Councilmember Templeman
Alternate:
Meeting Date: 2nd Friday of the month; 7:00 a.m.
Location: same

CITY OF SAN DIMAS-BONITA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRTICT 
AD HOC COMMITTEE

Council Rep: Councilmember Templeman and Mayor Pro Tem Ebiner
Meeting Date: as scheduled, generally every 3 months 
Location: alternating District Office and City Hall

METRO GOLD LINE FOOTHILL EXTENSION – JPA*
240 W. Huntington Drive 626 471-9050
Arcadia, CA 91066

Council Rep: Councilmember Denis Bertone
Alternate:
Meeting Date: 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Location: same as above
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RIVERS MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 626 815-1019
Azusa 91702

Council Rep: Councilmember Denis Bertone
Alternate:
Meeting Date: 3rd Monday of the month, 3:00 p.m.
Location: various locations

CITY COMMISSIONS

DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW BOARD
Council Rep: Mayor Morris & Councilmember Badar
Meeting Date: 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month; 8:30 a.m.

EQUESTRIAN COMMISSION
Council Rep: Councilmember Templeman
Meeting Date: 1st Tuesday every other month 6:00 p.m.

GOLF COURSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Council Reps: Mayor Morris & Councilmember Badar
Meeting Date: Quarterly; 7:30 a.m.
Location: San Dimas Canyon Golf Course-Clubhouse

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Council Rep: Mayor Pro Tem Ebiner
Meeting Date: 3rd Tuesday every other month (odd months) 6:00 p.m.
Location: City Hall

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
Council Rep: Mayor Morris & Councilmember Badar
Meeting Date: 3rd Tuesday of the month 5:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSION
Council Rep: Councilmember Bertone
Meeting Date: 1st Thursday every other month (odd months) 6:00 p.m.
Location: Sr. Citizens Community Center
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