
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris        
Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Badar  
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember John Ebiner 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City 

Council on any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the 
legislative body is prohibited from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not 
appearing on the posted agenda.  However, your concerns may be referred to staff or set for 
discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the City Council on an item on this agenda, 
other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time or asked to be heard 
when that agenda item is considered.  Comments on public hearing items will be considered 
when that item is scheduled for discussion.  The Public Comment period is limited to 30 
minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.) 

 
a. Members of the Audience 

 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 (All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion unless a member of the City Council or citizen requests removal for separate 
discussion.) 
 

 a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as 
follows: 

 
1) RESOLUTION NO 2016-42, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
 THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS, APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE 
  MONTHS OF JUNE AND JULY 2016. 
 
2) RESOLUTION NO 2016-43, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
 THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS, APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE 
  MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST 2016. 
 

b. Approval of minutes for the City Council meeting of July 26, 2016.  
  

c. ORDINANCE 1246, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE 
SAN DIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 13.16.340 TO 
INCLUDE ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES IN THE DEFINITION AND 
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d. PROHIBITION OF SMOKING IN ALL CITY PARKS AND FACILITIES (SECOND 
READING AND ADOPTION) 

 
e. Claim Rejection Schniep vs. City of San Dimas 

 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
4. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas Municipal 
Code by adding a section to prohibit commercial activity in all city parks and facilities. 

 
ORDINANCE 1247, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF 
THE SAN DIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDITING A SECTION 
PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY IN PUBLIC PARKS AND 
FACILITIES OWNED OR OPERATED BY THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
(SECOND READING AND ADOPTION) 

 
        RECOMMENDED ACTION: Read by title and adopt Ordinance 1247. 
 
   b. Bonita Avenue Streetscape Replacement and Renovation Project 
 
       RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1) Authorization to enter into agreement with owners of 233 and 235 West Bonita 
Avenue for façade modifications 

2) Approval for change order #4 – modify the façade at 233 and 235 West Bonita 
Avenue and to authorize staff to negotiate up to $65,000 for the desired work 

  
   5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 a. Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be determined by 

the Chair.) 
 
 b. City Manager 
 
 c. City Attorney 
 
 d. Members of the City Council 
  
 1)   Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency. 
 
  2)   Individual Members' comments and updates 
        
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next City Council meeting will be at 10:00 a.m. August 12, 2106 with Assemblyman Chris Holden. 
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Notice Regarding American with Disabilities Act:  In compliance with the ADA, if 
you need assistance to participate in a city meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
(909) 394-6216.  Early notification before the meeting you wish to attend will make it possible 
for the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting  
[28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II]. 
 
Copies of documents distributed for the meeting are available in alternative formats upon 
request. Any writings or documents provided to the City Council regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Administration Counter at City Hall 
and at the San Dimas Library during normal business hours. In addition most documents are 
posted on the City’s website at cityofsandimas.com.  
 
Posting Statement: On August 5, 2015, a true and correct copy of this agenda was posted on the 
bulletin board at 245 East Bonita Avenue (San Dimas City Hall), 145 North Walnut Avenue (Los 
Angeles County Library), 300 East Bonita Avenue (United States Post Office), Von’s Shopping 
Center (Puente/Via Verde Avenue) and the City’s website 
www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm 
 

http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm


 
RESOLUTION 2016-3942 

 
   A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
   CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 

CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF  
JUNE AND JULY 2016  

                   
 
 WHEREAS, the following listed demands have been audited by the Director of Finance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified as to the availability of funds for 
payment thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the register of audited demands have been submitted to the City Council for 
approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of San 
Dimas does hereby approve Pre-paid Warrant Register 06/30/2016 in the amount of 
$1,774,936.79(25676-25728); and Warrant Register 07/29/2016 in the amount of $1,095,798.08 
(155875-156037). 
 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 9th, day of August 2016. 
 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
       Curtis W. Morris, Mayor City of San Dimas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK, HEREBY CERTIFY that 
Resolution 2016-42 was approved by vote of the City Council of the City of San Dimas at its 
regular meeting of August 9th, 2016 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

   
 
      ________________________________ 
      Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION 2016-43 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
   CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 

CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND 
AUGUST 2016  

                   
 
 WHEREAS, the following listed demands have been audited by the Director of Finance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified as to the availability of funds for 
payment thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the register of audited demands have been submitted to the City Council for 
approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of San 
Dimas does hereby approve Pre-paid Warrant Register 07/31/2016 in the amount of 
$1,885,668.45(25729-25814); and Warrant Register 08/15/2016 in the amount of $944,312.16 
(156038-156146). 
 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 9th, day of August 2016. 
 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
       Curtis W. Morris, Mayor City of San Dimas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK, HEREBY CERTIFY that 
Resolution 2016-43 was approved by vote of the City Council of the City of San Dimas at its 
regular meeting of August 9th, 2016 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

   
 
      ________________________________ 
      Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris 
Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Badar  
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember John Ebiner 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman 
 
STAFF: 
Assistant City Manager Ken Duran 
Assistant City Manager Development Services Larry Stevens 
City Attorney Mark Steres 
Director of Parks & Recreation Theresa Bruns 
Director of Public Works Krishna Patel 
Assistant City Clerk Debra Black  
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Mayor Morris called the meeting to order and led the flag salute at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City Council on any 
item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is prohibited from 
taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda.  However, your 
concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the City 
Council on an item on this agenda, other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time 
or asked to be heard when that agenda item is considered.  Comments on public hearing items will be 
considered when that item is scheduled for discussion.  The Public Comment period is limited to 30 
minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.) 
 
Members of the Audience: 

 
• Robert Malosky San Dimas Masonic Lodge announcement of upcoming Toy Drive  
• Rick Hartmann San Dimas Chamber of Commerce announcement of City Birthday 

BBQ 
• Pete Sluis resident spoke on his attendance at a Southern California Association of 

Governments meeting and learning of the possibility of double rail tracks in San Dimas 
• Susie Crawford resident commented on a recent act of theft  

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
(All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion unless 
a member of the City Council requests separate discussion.) 

 
Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 2016-39, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS 
OF JUNE AND JULY 2016. 

MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY JULY 26, 2016 7:00 P. M.                                                        
SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

245 E. BONITA AVENUE 
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Approval of minutes for regular City Council meeting of June 28th, 2016 and July 12, 2016. 
 
Renewal Public Works Contracts: 

 
1) Cash Contact No. 2011-05, Asphalt Maintenance Project-Various Citywide Locations 

Contract to Paveco Construction, Inc. in the amount up to $122,000. Approve title 
change to Maintenance Contract 2016-04 for ease of document tracking 

 
2) Two-year Traffic Signal Maintenance Contract with Computer Services Company, 

Inc., in the amount of $114,500. Approve title change to Maintenance Contract 2016-
03 for ease of document tracking. 

 
3) Cash Contract 2011-04, Concrete Maintenance Project-various Citywide Locations to 

Grigolla & Sons Concrete in the amount up to $106,000. Approve title change to 
Maintenance Contract 2016-02 for ease of document tracking. 

 
4) Cash Contract 2011-07, Annual striping Maintenance Contract to Superior Pavement 

Markings, Inc. in the amount of &95,000. Approve title change to Maintenance 
Contract 2016-01 for ease of document tracking. 

 
Claim rejection Ramirez vs. City of San Dimas 
 
Claim rejection SCE vs. City of San Dimas 

 
Claim Rejection City of Covina vs. City of San Dimas 

 
Approve a  Resolution Authorizing Application for Grant Funding from the 
California State Parks Habitat Conservation Fund for the San Dimas Northern 
Foothills Trails Project connecting trails to Horsethief Canyon Park 

 
RESOLUTION 2016-40, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, APPROVING THE 
APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM THE HABITAT 
CONSERVATION FUND PROGRAM 
 

After the request from Councilmember Ebiner to correct the vote count for the approval of the 
consent calendar of the June 26, 2016 meeting the following action was taken:  
 
MOTION: Ebiner 
SECOND: Templeman 
AYES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Morris, Templeman 
NOES:  None 
 
Motion carried five to zero. (5-0) 

 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas 
     Municipal Code to include electronic smoking devices in the definition and 
     prohibition of smoking in all city parks and facilities. 
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ORDINANCE 1246, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF 
THE SAN DIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 13.16.340 TO 
INCLUDE ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES IN THE DEFINITION AND 
PROHIBITION OF SMOKING IN ALL CITY PARKS AND FACILITIES (FIRST 
READING AND INTRODUCTION) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Read ordinance by title and introduce. 

 
Facilities Director Karon De Leon presented staff’s report on this item pointing out some of 
the areas of concern by various government agencies over the potential health risks that 
electronic smoking devices pose to the general public. 
 
There being no further discussion the following action was taken to introduce and read 
Ordinance 1246 by title: 
 
MOTION:  Bertone  
SECOND:   Ebiner 
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
 
Motion carried five to zero. (5-0) 

 
Consider Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas Municipal 
Code by adding a section to prohibit commercial activity in all city parks and facilities. 
 

ORDINANCE 1247, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF 
THE SAN DIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDITING A SECTION 
PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY IN PUBLIC PARKS AND 
FACILITIES OWNED OR OPERATED BY THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
(FIRST READING AND INTRODUCTION) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Read ordinance by title and introduce. 
 
Director of Parks and Recreation Theresa Bruns presented staff’s report on this item 
outlining the problems associated with commercial activities operating in Public Parks and 
staff’s effort to encourage individuals to become a contractor with the Parks and Recreation 
Department as a resolution. 
 
Responding to questions from Councilmember Templeman and Ebiner that included descriptions 
of a variety of possible activities by organizations or businesses, Director Bruns answered that 
the purpose is to find a compromised balance between the use of parks and the promotion and 
conduction of business. She added that the review of these activities would be driven by the 
impact they have on the parks. 
 
Councilmember Ebiner shared that he agrees with what staff is attempting to do, however he 
has concerns with the language of the ordinance as presented. 
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Responding to Councilmember Bertone’s question regarding partnering with the city, Director 
Bruns replied that they would be a contractor with the city and there would be a revenue sharing 
contract.  
 
City Attorney Steres added that the ordinance as written states “you cannot conduct business in 
the park”, it does not say you cannot perform a business activity in the park which is different 
from conducting a business.  
 
There being no further discussion the following action was taken to introduce and read 
Ordinance 1247 by title: 
 
MOTION:  Templeman 
SECOND:   Badar 
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Morris, Templeman 
NOES: Ebiner 
 
Motion carried four to one. (4-1) 
 
Consider changing the name of the Swim & Racquetball Club to the San Dimas Recreation 
Center 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve re-naming the Swim and Racquet Club to San Dimas 
Recreation Center 

 
Director Bruns presented staff’s report on this item by describing the expanding uses of the 
facility over the years that has led to the request to have a name that more closely represents the 
current use and operations of the facility. 

 
There being no further discussion the following action to rename the Swim and Racquet Club to 
San Dimas Recreation Center was taken: 

 
MOTION:  Templeman  
SECOND:   Bertone  
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 

 
Motion carried five to zero. (5-0) 
 
Authorizing the City Council the ability to extend the term of a commissioner or committee 
member whose term has expired due to extenuating circumstances 

 
RESOLUTION 2016-41, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY COUNCIL THE ABILITY TO EXTEND THE TERM OF A 
COMMISSIONER OR COMMITTEE MEMBER WHOSE TERM HAS EXPIRED 
DUE TO EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve Resolution 2016-41.  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consider extending the terms of Equestrian Commissioners 
Marca DeMonaco and Yvette Piconni for a period as determined by the Council. 
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Assistant City Manager Ken Duran presented staff’s report on this item that outlined the 
benefits in granting the Council authority to extend a Commissioners term for up to a period of 
12 months or until a successor is appointed. 
 
There being no further discussion the following action was taken to adopt Resolution 2016-41: 
 
MOTION:  Badar  
SECOND:   Templeman  
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
 
Councilmember Templeman made a motion to extend the terms of Commissioners DeMonaco 
and Picconi for 12 months or until a successor is appointed. 
 
MOTION: Templeman 
SECOND: Bertone 
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
 
Motion carried five to zero. (5-0) 

 
Update on Downtown Renovation Project. Approve a change order for curb replacement. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the proposed Change Order 3 to reconstruct the 
northern curb and gutter from 535 W. Bonita Avenue to San Dimas Avenue and authorize staff 
to negotiate the change order amount not to exceed $60,000.00 
 
Director of Public Works Krishna Patel provided the following update: 
 

• All plants, trees, hardscaping, signs and fencing have been removed 
• Temporary street lighting installed 
• Project remains clean of debris 
• Temporary signage has been installed 
• No complaints received 
• Bi-weekly updates on City website 

 
Councilmember Templeman made a motion to approve Change Order 3. 
 
There being no further discussion the following action to approve Change Order 3 not to exceed 
$60,000.00: 
 
MOTION:  Templeman 
SECOND:  Ebiner 
AYES: Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES: None 
   
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five minutes or as may be determined by the Chair.) 
 
Rick Hartmann Chamber of Commerce updates and announcements. 
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Caryol Smith Coordinator of Friends of the Dog Park commented on Ordinance 1247. 
 
Assistant City Manager 
 

• Ask the Mayor Show guest will be a member of the San Dimas Historical Society 
• Announced new city employee Joseph Jones, Recreation Supervisor 
• Staff meeting with Metrolink next week 

 
City Attorney 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
Members of the City Council 
 

1. Reappointments to the Planning Commission 
 
The following motion was made to reappoint John Davis and Tomas Molina to the Planning 
Commission 
 
MOTION: Bertone 
SECOND: Templeman 
AYES:  Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Templeman, Morris 
NOES:  None 
 
Motion carried five to zero. (5-0) 
 
General Discussions of Public Wi-Fi in the Downtown Corridor 
 
Councilmember Ebiner discussed the reasons why the city should prepare for the future needs of Wi-Fi. 
 
Mr. Duran shared the following preliminary information gathered from staff’s research to provide Wi-Fi 
service in the downtown corridor: 
 

• Installation of new conduit is¾ completed, window is open to take advantage of additional 
installation needs 

• Separate conduit would be required at approximately 2400 feet to upgrade - $60,000, plus 
approximately $10,000 to lay additional fiber optic infrastructure - needing a decision tonight 

• Installation of the equipment to run the system $15,000 - $20,000  
• Ongoing costs to manage system monthly 

 
After discussing the potential upgrade options for future needs of installing Wi-Fi service in the 
downtown corridor it was the consensus of the Council to not move forward with the expense of adding 
additional conduit and explore other options using the existing infrastructure.   
 
Councilmember Ebiner stated that he thinks this council is missing the boat by not having enough 
foresight regarding this issue. 
 
Mr. Duran explained that the plan is to put two inch conduit from the back of Bank of America to the 
back of the Feed and Grain, with the idea that it will have the fiber optic needed to run the city systems, 
but will have the capacity to run internet systems between those two points if the time comes. He added 
that staff will explore other opportunities that would take advantage of the conduit that will already be 
there. 
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Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency 
 
Nothing reported. 
  
Individual Members' comments and updates. 
  

• Jeff noted the material from 1986 presented in the City Manager’s weekly announcement 
regarding the downtown improvements; as well as the families utilizing the civic center 
courtyard. He requested the information provided by the City Attorney regarding the DPRB 
member compensation for Project Manager in writing, and asked for updates on lawsuits and 
claims against the city. 

 
• Denis – City Birthday Party announcement 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. The next meeting will be on August 9th, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________   ________________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk    Curtis W. Morris, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



ORDINANCE 1246 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE SAN DIMAS 
 MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 13.16.340 TO INCLUDE 

 ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES IN THE DEFINITION AND 
PROHIBITION OF SMOKING 

 
 The City Council of the City of San Dimas, County of Los Angeles does hereby ordain as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1. ADDITION TO CODE: Title 13 of the San Dimas Municipal Code is hereby 
amended by amending Section 13.16.340 to read as follows: 
 
13.16.340 Smoking defined 
 
  As used in this chapter, the term “smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning, 
carrying or possessing any lighted, heated or ignited pipe, cigar, cigarette, cigarillo, hookah, 
electronic smoking or vape device, lighted tobacco paraphernalia, any plant and product intended 
for human inhalation, or any other similar combustible substance in any manner or in any form.  
 
SECTION 2. SIGNS:  The Parks and Recreation Department shall cause signs to be posted at 
all public parks and facilities.  
 
SECTION 3. PUBLICATION:  Within fifteen (15) days after its final passage, the City Clerk 
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the Daily Bulletin. 
 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE:  This ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and 
operate from and after thirty (30) days after its final passage of adoption. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of San Dimas 
this 9th, day of August 2016. 
 

 
____________________________________ 
Curtis W. Morris, Mayor City of San Dimas 

 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk   Mark Steres, City Attorney 
  

3c



 
 
Ordinance 1246                                                                                      Page 2 
MCTA Chapter 13 
Electronic Smoking Devices 

 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK of the City of San Dimas, do hereby 
certify that Ordinance1246 was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
San Dimas on the 26th day of July 2016, and thereafter passed, approved and adopted at a regular 
meeting of said City Council held on the 9th, day of August 2016, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 

       _____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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Agenda Item Staff Report 

 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council  
 For the meeting of August 9, 2016 
 
From: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager 
 
Initiated by:  Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation  
 
Subject: Consider Adoption of Ordinance 1247 Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas 

Municipal Code by adding a section to prohibit commercial activity in all city 
parks and facilities. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Over the past several years there have been various incidents of private business entities found to 
be conducting for profit business activities in a variety of public spaces, such as parks, parking 
lots, tennis courts and the community equestrian arena. While the public space is open and 
available for public use, it is not intended as a forum for commercial enterprise. Potential 
conflicts arise with the types of activities being conducted in inappropriate spaces, as well as 
safety and liability issues as a result of such unauthorized use.  
 
Currently chapter 13.16 of the San Dimas Municipal Code establishes rules and regulations for 
Parks including three sections which have aided in the deterrence of these unauthorized 
activities, but does not fully address the restriction of conducting business in public space: 

• Section 13.16.070 addresses disturbances and prohibits the disruption of peace and   
quiet in any park.  

• Section 13.16.190 is specific to park hours. 

 
SUMMARY 

 
On a vote of 4-1, with Councilmember Ebiner voting no, at their July 
26, 2016 meeting the City Council approved the adoption of Ordinance 
1247 Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas Municipal Code by 
adding a section prohibiting commercial activity in all city parks and 
facilities owned or operated by the City of San Dimas. 
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• Section 13.16.160 addresses and prohibits solicitation in parks for any purpose to sell   
or offer for sale any goods, wares, or merchandise or distribute or pass out any     
handbills, advertising matter or literature. 

 
Staff recommendation is to add all commercial activity to this prohibition and adopt an ordinance 
to amend the municipal code that will specifically restrict the conducting of business in all city 
parks without a permit issued by the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
In terms of use, City parks were created for recreational activity to be enjoyed by residents and 
visitors of San Dimas. The growing number of commercial businesses offering programs and for 
profit activities in city parks raises concerns for the safety of the public and program participants, 
facility management and availability of facilities to the public, liability from unauthorized 
activities, and other concerns. Some businesses are operating without business licenses, 
insurance and without proper permits from the City. 
 
Unauthorized activities that have been reported or observed include: 

• Paid tennis lessons on public courts located in City parks. 
• Boot camp or exercise programs conducted at various times of the day in public park 

space, sports fields and parking lot areas. 
• Dog Obedience classes conducted in public parks and parking lot areas. 
• Paid softball and baseball training conducted at sports fields. 
• Equestrian training held in the community equestrian arena. 

 
Each time that we learn about an incident of unauthorized activity or a complaint is reported, we 
make an effort to approach the business and encourage them to become a contractor of the Parks 
and Recreation Department or to discontinue their unauthorized use. We make every effort to 
create a partnership opportunity if possible, but are typically met with resistance. Exhibit A is a 
sample document that is distributed in an effort to authorize the activity. 
 
Entities conducting business in the City typically operate with a business license, appropriate 
insurance and have a rented space. Using public space free of charge with no insurance or 
license, poses a risk to the public and raises a liability issue.  
 
The following factors were considered: 

• Parks usage is intended for optimum public access, use and enjoyment by all users. 
• Implement operational guidelines and enforcement that promote park patrons’ safety. 
• Reasonable accommodation of the growing demand for organized, privately-run outdoor 

vendors and promote successful partnerships of such entities and park patrons. 
• To minimize impacts to the public use and ensure safety, any person wishing to conduct 

commercial activity in public parks in the City shall be required to obtain a permit along 
with any required fees, which will be issued at the discretion of the Director of Parks and 
Recreation.  
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Staff has conducted research on the ordinances and resolutions of many cities throughout 
California that restrict or prohibit conducting commercial activities in public parks or facilities. 
See Exhibit B for a list of local cities prohibiting commercial activity in their public parks. 
 
The proposed ordinance will restrict the conducting of commercial activities in all public parks 
owned or operated by the City for the purpose of providing park and recreation activities, 
programs, services or facilities to the public and shall include the parking lots at such public 
parks. A draft ordinance format is attached for review in Exhibit C. Staff will work to develop 
policies, procedures and fees for permitting approved use of public space for properly licensed 
and insured operators.  
 
Once the Ordinance is approved, a campaign to educate the public will take place through park 
signage, press releases, and public information distribution. The ordinance shall go into effect 
and be in full force and operate from and after fifteen days after its final passage of adoption. 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall be enforced by Parks and Recreation staff, with the 
assistance from the City’s Code Enforcement staff as needed, and by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Department for the most difficult cases. Violation by any person within the city falls 
under General Penalty of Municipal Code 1.12.030, which is classified as an infraction and shall 
be punishable by a fine defined therein. Even though violation of a City Ordinance is punishable 
by fine, staff believes that the public will cooperate once they are aware, as occurs with other 
park rules. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Read by Title and adopt Ordinance 1247, an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of San 
Dimas, County of Los Angeles Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas Municipal Code by 
Adding a Section Prohibiting Commercial Activity in Public Parks and Facilities Owned and 
Operated by the City of San Dimas, consistent with the City Council vote on July 26, 2016. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Theresa Bruns 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

• Exhibit A  Notice to Park User Regarding Unauthorized Activity/Business in a Public 
Park 

• Exhibit B  List of Cities with Policy or Municipal Code prohibiting commercial activity 
in public parks  

• Exhibit C  Draft Ordinance 



 

ORDINANCE 1247 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE SAN DIMAS 
MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING A SECTION PROHIBITING COMMERCIAL 

ACTIVITY IN PUBLIC PARKS AND FACILITIES OWNED OR OPERATED 
BY THE CITY OF SAN DIMAS 

 
The City Council of the City of San Dimas, County of Los Angeles does hereby ordain as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1. ADDITION TO CODE: Title 13 of the San Dimas Municipal Code is hereby 
amended by adding Section 13.16.xxx to Chapter 13.16 to read as follows: 
 
13.16.xxx: Prohibition of Commercial Activity in Public Parks and Facilities 
 
  No person shall practice, carry on, or conduct any trade, occupation, business or 
profession in public parks and facilities owned or operated by the City of San Dimas, except 
upon application to and as may be permitted by the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
 
SECTION 2. SIGNS:  The Parks and Recreation Department shall cause signs to be posted at 
all public parks and facilities.  
 
SECTION 3. PUBLICATION:  Within fifteen (15) days after its final passage, the City Clerk 
shall cause this ordinance to be published in the Daily Bulletin. 
 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and 
operate from and after thirty (30) days after its final passage of adoption. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of San Dimas 
this 9th  day of August, 2016. 

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Curtis W. Morris, Mayor City of San Dimas 

 
 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk   Mark Steres, City Attorney 
 
 



 
 
Ordinance 1247   2 
Prohibiting Commercial Activity 

 
 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK of the City of San Dimas, do hereby 
certify that Ordinance 1247 was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 
of San Dimas on the 26th day of July, 2016, and thereafter passed, approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of said City Council held on the 9th day of August 2016, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 

____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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