
CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2016, 7:00 P. M.

SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS
245 E. BONITA AVENUE

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY COUNCIL:
Mayor Curtis W. Morris
Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Badar 
Councilmember Denis Bertone
Councilmember John Ebiner
Councilmember Jeff Templeman

1. CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE

2. RECOGNITIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

San Dimas Fitness Festival featuring the Annual 5K Run, 1 Mile Fun Run and Family 
Bicycle Day, September 24, 2016

Recognition of City Swim Team members who represented San Dimas at the Southern 
California Swimming Championships in La Mirada, California

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health – General Overview of Programs and 
Services

3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City
Council on any item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative

   body is prohibited from taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the
posted agenda.  However, your concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later
date.  If you desire to address the City Council on an item on this agenda, other than a
scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time or asked to be heard when that
agenda item is considered. Comments on public hearing items will be considered when that
item is scheduled for discussion. The Public Comment period is limited to 30 minutes.  Each
speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.)

a. Members of the Audience

4. CONSENT CALENDAR
(All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion unless a member of the City Council or audience requests removal for separate 
discussion.)

a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as 
follows:
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RESOLUTION 2016- 45, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR 
THE MONTHS OF AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2016  

 
b. Approval of minutes for regular City Council meeting of August 23, 2016  

 
c. Approval of minutes for Study Session meeting of August 23, 2016. 

  
d. San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments Newsletter 

 
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 a. Appeal of DPRB Case 16-16D 
 

 An appeal to City Council of the Development Plan Review Board’s (DPRB) decision, 
which was an appeal of a Director’s approval of a 119-square foot expansion to  an 
existing 196-square foot second-story deck attached to the rear elevation of a single-
family residence located at 1315 Paseo Placita (APN: 8395-004-024). 

 
 Recommended Action: Receive staff report and render decision to approve or deny appeal. 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Review of planting material for the pots in the downtown renovation project 
 
Recommended Action: Provide direction to staff. 
 

7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

a. Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be 
determined by the Chair.) 

 
b. City Manager 

 
c. City Attorney 

 
d. Members of the City Council 

 
1) Councilmembers' report on meetings attended at the expense of the local agency. 

 
  2)  Individual Members' comments and updates. 
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8. CLOSED SESSION

1) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION
Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Government Code Section    
54945.9. 

Name of Case: City of Gardena v. Regional Water Quality Control Board, et al.,    
Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2016-00833722

2) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR – Government Code Section
    54957.6

   City Representative: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager

   Employee Group: San Dimas Employees’ Association

9. ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting will be September 27, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

______________________________________________________________

Notice Regarding American with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the ADA, if 
you need assistance to participate in a city meeting, please contact the City Clerk’s Office 
at (909) 394-6216.  Early notification before the meeting you wish to attend will make it 
possible for the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this 
meeting [28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II]. 

Copies of documents distributed for the meeting are available in alternative formats upon request. Any 
writings or documents provided to the City Council regarding any item on this agenda will be made 
available for public inspection at the Administration Counter at City Hall and at the San Dimas Library 
during normal business hours. In addition most documents are posted on the City’s website at 
cityofsandimas.com. 

Posting Statement: On September 9th, 2016 a true and correct copy of this agenda was posted on the 
bulletin board at 245 East Bonita Avenue (San Dimas City Hall), 145 North Walnut Avenue (Los Angeles 
County Library), 300 East Bonita Avenue (United States Post Office), Von’s Shopping Center 
(Puente/Via Verde Avenue) and the City’s website www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm

http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm


 
HEREAS, the City of San Dimas Parks and Recreation Department has offered a 
summer swim team at the San Dimas Recreation Center for boys and girls ages 7 to 18 
since 1981; and  
 
HEREAS, the Swim Team members compete in swim meets against other 
municipalities and participate annually in the Southern California Municipal Athletic 
Federation Swimming Championships; and 
 
HEREAS, the Southern California Municipal Athletic Federation has provided a 
venue for recreational competition for swimming each summer for more than the past 
50 years; and  
 
HEREAS, SCMAF encourages and supports a positive attitude, good sportsmanship, 
sound fundamentals and confidence in a variety of sports; and 
 
HEREAS, the Swim Team represented the City of San Dimas in a regional qualifying 
meet held in the City of Covina, swimming with  children from 12 different agencies in 
the San Gabriel Valley area; and  
 
HEREAS, 21 of these swimmers qualified to represent the City and region in the 
Southern California Municipal Athletic Federation Championship held on August 13, 
2016 in the City of La Mirada; and 

 
HEREAS, the San Dimas swimmers competed with children representing municipal 
agencies from Bakersfield to San Diego. 
 
HEREAS, the City of San Dimas would like to recognize Karla DeLeon, Colin Greaux, 
Robbie Harrington, Joshua Jones, Jake Linger, Ewan Luevand, Liam Luevand, 
Marlen Luevand, Harrison Luk, Melecio Nonas-Truong, Xavier Nonas-Truong, Jayden 
Peña, Olivia Peña, Chloe Perez, Christopher Rivas, Dania Smith, Jaylen Ta, Arianna-
Elizabeth Terrazas, John-Paul Terrazas, Britney Trieu, Kent Trieu and coaches Daniel 
Duran, Brittney Gonzalez, Ulysses Ramirez, Maggie Jo Shanahan and Joshua Smith.
  
 
OW THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Mayor Curtis W. Morris, Mayor Pro Tem 
Emmett Badar, Councilmembers Denis Bertone, John Ebiner, and Jeff Templeman do 
hereby commend the San Dimas swimmers for their outstanding achievement and 
representation of our community. 
 
N WITNESS THEREOF, I, Curtis W. Morris, have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the City of San Dimas to be affixed this 13th day of September, 2016. 
  

  ___________________________________ 
                      Mayor 

 
                      

                              Attest: ________________________________ 

  Assistant City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION 2016-45 
 

   A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
   CITY OF SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING 

CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTHS OF AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER 2016  

                   
 
 WHEREAS, the following listed demands have been audited by the Director of Finance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified as to the availability of funds for 
payment thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the register of audited demands have been submitted to the City Council for 
approval. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of San 
Dimas does hereby approve Prepaid Warrant Register 08/31/2016 in the amount of $643,941.84 
checks(25815-25855); and Warrant Register 09/15/16 in the amount of $943,852.96 checks 
(156268-156386). 
 
  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 13th, day of September 2016. 
 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
       Curtis W. Morris, Mayor City of San Dimas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 I, DEBRA BLACK, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK, HEREBY CERTIFY that 
Resolution 2016-45 was approved by vote of the City Council of the City of San Dimas at its 
regular meeting of September 13th, 2016 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

   
 
      ________________________________ 
      Debra Black, Assistant City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris 
Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Badar  
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember John Ebiner 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman 
 
STAFF: 
City Manager Blaine Michaelis 
Assistant City Manager Ken Duran 
City Attorney Mark Steres 
Assistant City Manager for Community Development Larry Stevens 
Director of Public Works Krishna Patel 
Director of Parks and Recreation Theresa Bruns 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Morris called the Special City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2.  ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
3.  RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM STAFF REGARDING THE DESIGN OF   
NEW DOWNTOWN BUSINESS SIGNAGE; AND ENCHROACHMENTS FOR 
OUTDOOR DINING, DISPLAYS, A-FRAME SIGNS, AND CANOPIES 
 
Mr. Stevens reviewed his staff report on possible changes to the freestanding signs proposed for 
the downtown sidewalk project.  He reported that a review of the original proposed designs 
resulted in identifying a number of concerns that led to staff suggest an alternate design 
approach.  He presented a concept design.  There was discussion on the font size and the mono 
pole design. 
 
In response to a question, Mr. Stevens stated that the proposal would be that only first floor 
businesses fronting Bonita Ave. would be on the sign due to space limitations.  There was 
discussion on the order of the businesses on the sign and the Council consensus was that names 
should be in geographic order of the businesses location. 
 
Councilmember Templeman suggested that staff meet with the merchants to get their input.  He 
added that the logo element should have some sort of historic feel and not a western theme. 
Councilmember Ebiner agreed that staff should talk to the merchants and he also feels the design 
should have a historic feel 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2016 5:30 P. M. 

SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
CONFERENCE ROOM 
245 E. BONITA AVE. 
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In response to a question from Councilmember Badar, Mr. Stevens said that the design of these 
signs would set the style for a broader wayfinder sign program.  Councilmember Badar 
commented that the proposed concept is superior to the original concept. 
 
The consensus of the Council was for staff to come up a preliminary design before presenting it 
to the merchants.  In response to a question on whether or not there would be a fee to the 
merchants to be included on the sign, Mr. Stevens stated that staff is leaning toward no fee for 
this first sign, but future additions or replacements would be at the merchants cost.  Mayor 
Morris responded that we may want to look at what the cost is and it may be best for the city to 
pay for the cost. 
 
Mr. Duran suggested confirmation from the Council on the proposed policy on what businesses 
would be included on the signs.  The consensus of the Council was that they agreed with the 
policy as presented by staff of ground floor businesses that front onto Bonita, excluding office 
uses, should be included on the sign. 
 
Mr. Patel provided a review of his staff report on updates and suggestions on the encroachment 
permit policies, he added that currently 7 businesses have permits for outdoor display.  He 
reviewed a survey that was done on permit fees for surrounding cities. 
 
Mr. Stevens presented the proposed fees and deposits for outdoor dining permits.  He described 
that the deposit would be held separately. 
 
There was discussion on whether or not a fee should be required and if so how much a fee.  The 
consensus of the Council was not to charge an application fee for encroachment permits but to 
consider a penalty for non-compliance of conditions.  In regards to the outdoor dining permit it 
was the consensus of the Council to also not require a permit fee and not to charge a maintenance 
deposit. 
 
Mr. Stevens reviewed the suggested conditions for outdoor display. 
 
Councilmember Ebiner commented that he is worried about clutter and that displays are tasteful.  
He distributed photos of displays in other communities that he felt looked cluttered.   
 
Mayor Morris commented that he has seen in Portland and Seattle merchants put out a variety of 
items not restricted to just in front of the building, as long as it doesn’t block the path of travel.  
Mr. Stevens replied that we could add the word approximately to the 5’ space limitation but staff 
feels that there needs to be a delineated area. 
 
Mayor Morris recessed the Study Session at 7:00 p.m. to the Regular City Council Meeting. 
 
Mayor Morris reconvened the Study Session at 7:10 p.m. 
 
There was discussion on the prohibition of clothes racks for outside display.  There was further 
discussion on the proposed conditions pertaining to exclusions, #9 and attractiveness of displays, 
#10.  It was suggested that Mr. Stevens and City Attorney Steres develop some language that 
would combine items #9 and #10 to provide guidelines but also allow for some discretion. 
 
Mr. Stevens reviewed the proposed outside dining guidelines. 
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Mr. Stevens clarified that the applicant for an outside dining permit is required to pay for the 
purchase and installation of the perimeter fence and the fence shall be of the design prepared for 
the sidewalk project.  He added that the exception is that Roady’s and Pozetto’s are not required 
to pay for their fences since they had previously paid for improvements that were removed as a 
part of the project.  Mr. Patel commented that the estimated cost of the fence is $135/lineal feet. 
 
There was discussion on the need for the fence for ABC requirements and safety. 
 
Councilmember Ebiner suggested that we allow businesses to have 1 or 2 small tables or chairs 
without a fence.  He added they could be used for waiting areas or takeout food.  There was 
discussion on this suggestion and it was the consensus for staff to develop a standard for use of a 
limited number of small tables and chairs without a fence. 
 
There was discussion on allowing logos on umbrellas and the consensus of the Council was that 
logos should be allowed. 
 
Councilmember Templeman commented that he has a problem with prohibiting the use of 
outside dining space in front of an adjacent property if the adjacent property owner gives his 
permission.  Mayor Morris agreed that there shouldn’t be an outright prohibition that it should be 
a matter of discretion depending on the circumstances.  It was the consensus of the Council to 
allow for encroachment for outside dining to adjacent property in limited circumstances if the 
adjacent property owner gives his permission in writing, and if the permission is revoked in the 
future the fence is removed at the expense of the applicant.  Also, that for Roady’s and Pozetto’s 
if they want to request use of an adjacent property that they should pay of the cost of the 
additional fence. 
 
Mr. Stevens reviewed the requirements for A-frame signs and canopies and the Council 
consensus was they were in agreement with the conditions, except charging an application fee. 
 
Mr. Patel reviewed his staff report on the public alley between 142 and 150 West Bonita Ave. 
and interest by the adjacent business to use the alley for outdoor display or waiting or seating 
area.  He provided a summary and chronology of the prior discussions on the improvements to 
the alley, modifications to the plans to accommodate the weigh scale and vision to use the space 
for future public events.   
 
Mr. Patel reported that the owner of the Feed and Grain business recently inquired about moving 
the outside display from the rear of the building to the public alley and creating some additional 
parking in the rear.  Mr. Patel commented that because of the configuration of the rear space and 
its relationship to the drive aisles there are significant issues with trying to create parking spaces 
in that area. 
 
There was discussion about the existing use of the public right of way in the rear of the building 
for outside display and the use of the alley for public display.  The consensus of the Council was 
to not allow the alley to be used for business displays.  It was also the consensus of the Council 
to not allow a permanent enclosure or fence in the rear portion for the display and to restrict the 
amount of space, type of merchandise and manner of display in the rear of the Feed and Grain 
building.   
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Councilmember Ebiner inquired about the possibility of moving the ADA walkway more into 
the center of the alley instead of along the west building.  Mr. Patel commented that staff will see 
if there is an opportunity to move the walkway any further east and still meet the necessary 
accessible grades. 
 
Mr. Patel provided the Council with a downtown project update. 
 
4.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________   ____________________________ 
Ken Duran City Clerk       Curtis W. Morris Mayor 
 



 

 

 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2016 7:00 P. M.    
SAN DIMAS COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

245 E. BONITA AVENUE 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL: 
Mayor Curtis W. Morris 
Mayor Pro Tem Emmett Badar      
Councilmember Denis Bertone 
Councilmember Jeff Templeman  
Councilmember John Ebiner 
 
STAFF: 
City Manager Blaine Michaelis 
Assistant City Manager Ken Duran 
Assistant City Manager Community Development Larry Stevens 
City Attorney Mark Steres 
Director of Public Works Krishna Patel 
Facilities Manager Karon De Leon 
Assistant City Clerk Debra Black 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND FLAG SALUTE 
 
Mayor Morris called the meeting to order and led the flag salute at 7:02 p.m. 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the audience are invited to address the City Council on any 
item not on the agenda.  Under the provisions of the Brown Act, the legislative body is prohibited from 
taking or engaging in discussion on any item not appearing on the posted agenda.  However, your 
concerns may be referred to staff or set for discussion at a later date.  If you desire to address the City 
Council on an item on this agenda, other than a scheduled public hearing item you may do so at this time 
or asked to be heard when that agenda item is considered.  Comments on public hearing items will be 
considered when that item is scheduled for discussion.  The Public Comment period is limited to 30 
minutes.  Each speaker shall be limited to three (3) minutes.) 
 

a. Members of the Audience 
 
Seeing no one come forward Mayor Morris moved to the consent calendar. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
(All items on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion unless 
a member of the City Council requests separate discussion.) 
 
 a. Resolutions read by title, further reading waived, passage and adoption recommended as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION 2016 - 44, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CERTAIN DEMANDS FOR THE MONTH OF 
AUGUST, 2016 
 

b. Approval of minutes for regular City Council meeting of August 9, 2016 and August 12, 2016 
meeting with Assembly Member Holden 

 
c. Proclaim the month of September “HUNGER MATTERS” month 

4c
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 d. Approval of Project Budget and Award of Construction Contract 2016-04 Traffic Signal 

Improvements at Foothill/San Dimas Canyon Road and Lone Hill/Cienega Intersections 
to the low bidder, Macadee Electrical Construction in the bid amount of $210,921.00. 

 
Councilmember Ebiner abstained from the approval of the August 12, 2016 minutes. 

The following action was taken to approve the consent calendar: 

MOTION:  Ebiner 
SECOND:  Bertone 
AYES:   Badar, Bertone, Ebiner, Morris, Templeman 
NOES:  None 
       
END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Members of the Audience (Speakers are limited to five (5) minutes or as may be determined by the 
Chair.) 
 
Seeing no one come forward Mayor Morris moved onto comments from the City Manager. 
 
City Manager comments: 
 
Mayor’s call in show live this Thursday. 
 
City Attorney report: 

 
Nothing to report 
 
Members of the City Council comments: 
 
Councilmember Templeman invitation to the public to attend the reconvened study session after tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Councilmember Ebiner had questions on water matters. 
 
John S. with Golden State Water reported that Metropolitan Water District is working on adding a 
treatment to address the water algae bloom, neither of which is harmful.  
 
Mayor Morris shared that there is no system close enough to San Dimas to provide recycled water. 
 
Councilmember Badar thanked Blaine for addressing a flag matter brought to his attention by a resident. 
 
Councilmember Bertone asked about recent news articles on water restrictions. 
 
It was shared that an extra day was added for watering going from two days to three but the time 
restrictions are still in effect. 

 
Mayor Morris attended a California Contract Cities Sheriff’s Luncheon. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. and reconvened to the 5:30 p.m. study session. The next regular 
meeting will be September 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
______________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Debra Black Assistant City Clerk    Curtis W. Morris Mayor 
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VOLUME 4, ISSUE 8 

The Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors voted  to place a parks 
funding measure on the November  8 
ballot. The Safe, Clean Neighborhood 
Parks, Open Space, Beaches, Rivers 
ProtecƟon and Water ConservaƟon 
Measure would replace funding under 
ProposiƟon A, which is set to expire in 
2019. The measure would add a parcel 
tax of 1.5 cents per square foot of 
developed property. An average 
homeowner with a 1,500 square foot 
home would pay approximately $22.50 a 
year. If approved by  two‐thirds of the 
voters, the measure would raise just 
over $92.7 million annually. The funds 
would then be used by the County, ciƟes 
and local communiƟes to protect, 
enhance and maintain our neighborhood 
parks, open space, trails, beaches, 
natural habitat and rivers, creeks and 
streams. 

In March 2015, Los Angeles County 
iniƟated the Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks and RecreaƟon Needs Assessment. 
This effort was completed over the 
course of 14 months, and consisted of 
several disƟnct, yet overlapping phases 

that followed the following format: 

Project IniƟaƟon 

 40‐member Steering CommiƩee 
Formed 

 9‐member Technical Advisory 
CommiƩee Formed 

Inventory 

 Demographic, Health, Safety and 
environment data gathered for 
community profiles. 

 90 park agencies parƟcipated in park 
inventory 

 Over 3,000 parks inventoried 

 Over 9,000 ameniƟes documented 

 750 potenƟal park opportunity sites 
verified by park agencies 

Analysis 

 Park metrics analyzed 186 study 
areas 

Community Engagement 

 300 facilitators aƩended 
engagement workshops 

(ConƟnued on page 3) 

Los Angeles County Parks Measure Update 

Valley Voice 
The Pulse of the  

San Gabriel Valley 
 

August 2016 

Also in the issue… 
 
SGVCOG General Assembly………………………3 
Transportation Update……………………………4-5 
LA County CCA Update.……………………………6 

San Gabriel Valley Mountains 

SGV NaƟonal  Monument Trail 

Stormwater Update….pg.7 

Dalton Park, Azusa 4d
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SGVCOG Governing Board July Committee Meeting Recap 

The regular meeƟng of the SGVCOG 
Governing Board was held on July 21st. 
Major acƟons taken by the Board in July 
were: 
 

 ResoluƟon  16‐21 was passed by the  
Governing Board supporƟng 
provisions within the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2016. 
This federal legislaƟon provides 
funding for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and allocate funding for 
specific projects. Specifically, the 
SGVCOG supports the establishment 
of the office of Ombudsman and 
defining                      “community 
affordability” within the EPA’s 
Financial Capability Assessment 
process.  

 

 ResoluƟon 16‐22 was passed by the 
Board supporƟng California Assembly 
Joint ResoluƟon 44, urging the 
federal government to provide 
greater financial support for local 
agencies implemenƟng a federal 
mandate to improve stormwater 
quality. 

 

 Staff will was directed to submit a 
leƩer of support for the Waters of 
the United States (WOTUS) Challenge 
Amicus Brief in the 6th District Court 
of appeals. The amicus alleges that a 
2015 regulatory interpretaƟon by the 
Environmental ProtecƟon Agency 
(EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) was overly broad. 
This rule disrupts the careful balance 
Congress set forth in the Clean Water 
Act, which gives the EPA and the 
USACE authority to regulate 
interstate navigable waters but 
specifically preserves the primary role 
of the States in planning the 
development and use of local land 
and water resources.  

 

 The Board passed a moƟon to 
support Metro’s PotenƟal Ballot 
Measure. Under the direcƟon of the 
Metro Board, Metro staff has been 
working on a potenƟal 2016 LA 
County transportaƟon ballot 
measure.  Senate Bill 767 was passed 
allowing LA County to place a ½ cent 
sales tax on the November 2016 
ballot.  If the measure were to pass 

the San Gabriel Valley subregion 
would have up to $3.325 billion in 
current dollars available for 
transportaƟon capital projects.  
Notable projects that would be 
funded by this tax measure include 
the Gold Line Foothill  Extension 
($1.02B), Gold Line Eastside 
Extension ($1.02B), Bycicle and 
pedestrian improvements ($429), and 
many highway projects ($543M). The 
total funding share for these projects 
is esƟmated at $3.3 billion. 

 
 
 

The SCAG to Host a Housing Summit 

On October 11th, 2016 the Southern 
California AssociaƟon of Governments 
(SCAG) will be hosƟng a Housing Summit. 
This event will address the concerns of 
affordable housing. There is a chronic 
shortage of housing throughout 
California. Major insƟtuƟons, employers, 
and startups cite lack of housing opƟons 
as a serious impediment to recruiƟng and 
retaining talent. The impact of housing 
affordability is a criƟcal challenge to 
local, regional, and Statewide economies, 
parƟcularly as people from all income 
groups are increasingly frustrated with 
the lack of affordable opƟons to rent or 
buy and instead opt to develop their 
careers in more affordable areas. The 
California Housing Summit will focus on 
resources and opportuniƟes created by 
State legislaƟon and local policies to 
build more housing, including affordable 
housing, and will provide innovaƟve tools 
to get to YES for housing development in 

local communiƟes. The program will also 
include speakers on funding 
infrastructure to support housing and 
how to convey the health, economic, and 
accessibility benefits to communiƟes. 
 
To learn more informaƟon please visit :   
www.scag.ca.gov/housingsummit 

Date:     Tuesday, October 11, 2016  

Time:     8:00 a.m. ‐ 3:00 p.m.  

Place:      LA Hotel 
     333 S. Figueroa St, 
                    Los Angeles , CA 
 
Register:    Contact Ma’Ayn  Johnson 
      (213) 236‐1975 
         Or at Johnson@scag.ca.gov 
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Los Angeles County Parks Measure (continued) 

 

This County report represents an 
unprecedented effort to document 
exisƟng parks and recreaƟon faciliƟes in 
ciƟes and unincorporated communiƟes 
and to use the data to determine the 
scope, scale, and locaƟon of park need 
in Los Angeles County. The Parks Needs 
Assessment helped local officials, park 
agencies, and residents understand the 
future steps that need to be taken to 
ensure all communiƟes have adequate 
access to thriving parks. The report 
idenƟfied a total of $21 billion in Los 
Angeles County park needs, with high 
need areas throughout every region of 
LA County. 

Based on the report, a funding measure 
was developed. A draŌ proposal was 
released and presented to the COGs, 
ciƟes and other stakeholders in May. 
Since that Ɵme, there have been some 
modificaƟons; 

Local Return: There was an increase of 
the first funding category of money that 
will be allocate back to local 
governments from 27% to 35% of overall 
funding. Combining Category 1 and 
Maintenance and Service, approximately 
50% of the funds will directly be 
returned to local ciƟes. 

ExempƟons: County Counsel has 
advised staff that the Senior ExempƟon 
is not legal for this type of measure, 
therefore, the measure will apply to all 
private property owners 

TaxaƟon Level: This measure originally 

had a recommended funding level of 
$0.03 per square foot of developed 
space which has since been lowered to 
$0.015 per square foot of developed 
space. If approved the measure would 
generate $92.7 million annually. 

Evergreen: Originally the measure was 
proposed to expire aŌer 35 years, it was 
amended to have no sunset , with the 

provision that it could be repealed by a 
vote of the public 

Please refer to the table for a summary 
of the major funding categories and 
anƟcipated annual revenues. 

The Governing Board  will consider 
taking a posiƟon on this at the 
September 15 Board meeƟng. 

Save the Date for the SGVCOG General Assembly 

the San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments is hosƟng its first ever 
General Assembly on October 26, 2016. 
We anƟcipate this event will bring 
together nearly 200 elected officials, city 
managers, and other regional leaders, to 
focus on criƟcal transportaƟon issues in 
the SGV. We expect the speakers to 
include county supervisors, state and 
federal officials, leaders of Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan TransportaƟon 
Authority (MTA), and many more 
prominent leaders from the San Gabriel 
Valley. This year’s event will focus on 
MTA’s proposed ballot measure for 
transportaƟon projects which has the 

potenƟal to generate over $120 billion 
for our region and vastly expand and 
improve our transportaƟon network.  
This year Phil Washington, CEO of Metro, 
will be one of the featured speakers. 

Also. the SGVCOG Annual Leadership 
Awards will be presented at the General 
Assembly Luncheon. 

Date:       Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

Time:            9:00—1:00 p.m. 

Place:            Pacific Palms 
                       One Industry Hill Parkway                          
        City of Industry, CA 
 
Register: hƩp//:sgvcogga.eventbrite.com 
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Transportation Update 

SGVCOG to Host A City and College Bike Share Information Session 

As the LA Metro Board Chair what are 
your goals for the coming fiscal year? 
I am looking to constantly improve 
services to Metro’s customers and grow 
the Metro system so it is an aƩracƟve 
alternaƟve to meeƟng the region’s 
mobility needs. 
 
What do you perceive as Metro’s biggest 
challenges and opportuniƟes for the 
future? 
Los Angeles County is largely developed 
with minimal space for new 
transportaƟon corridors.  We need to 
focus on making these corridors more 
producƟve so we can move people and 
goods to enable this region to realize its 
economic potenƟal. 
   
What are you most looking forward to 
as Chair of the Board? 
First, I am looking forward to seeing how 
the voters of Los Angeles County respond 
in November to the Los Angeles County 
Traffic Improvement Plan.  This plan 
allows capital improvements on our 
roads and transit network to 
be accelerated to meet the needs of our 
growing populaƟon and also includes 
new projects that were developed by 
stakeholders throughout Los Angeles 

County.   I want to plan for technology 
that can enable improvements to the 
transportaƟon experience for Metro’s 
customers and users of the municipal bus 
systems in our county.  Re‐focusing on 
roads and highways also will help idenƟfy 
opportuniƟes for producƟvity 
improvements and facilitaƟng 
development of first‐last mile strategies, 
acƟve transportaƟon, and bike‐share and 
bicycle networks. 
 
You have been on the Board since its 
formaƟon, what are the biggest changes 
you have seen? 
The Metro Blue Line and Metrolink had 
only been operaƟng for a few years, and 
the iniƟal Red‐Line subway segment had 
opened only a few months prior to the 
merger that led to the creaƟon of 
Metro.  There is much greater 
recogniƟon today of the benefits that a 
rail network can provide to the 
region.  Also, we are learning to use new 
technologies to make it easier for 
customers to use transit once a week, 
once a month, or whenever it may be 
convenient for them.  We have made 
progress but sƟll have more to do for 
customers to see the enƟre road and 
highway and transit networks as part of a 

comprehensive soluƟon for  beƩer 
mobility. 
 
Over your tenure on the Board, what do 
you consider your biggest 
accomplishment? 
Three things come to mind.  The 
construcƟon of the Gold Line through 
Azusa, creaƟon of the Alameda Corridor 
East ConstrucƟon Authority to address 
freight rail grade separaƟons in the San 
Gabriel Valley, and development of the 
Metro Express Lanes to improve 
efficiency on the I‐10 carpool lane with 
the added benefit of the rebuilt and 
modernized El Monte StaƟon. 

Board Member John Fasana Elected Chair of Metro   

StarƟng July 1, 2016  COG Board Member, and City of Duarte Councilmember, John Fasana was elected Chair of the Metropolitan 
TransportaƟon Authority (Metro) Board of Directors. Please see, below, his prioriƟes for Metro in the coming year. 

The San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments and Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan TransportaƟon Authority 
(Metro) are hosƟng a city and college bike 
share informaƟon session about Metro’s 
Regional Bike Share program on 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016. 
 
This session will provide informaƟon on 
the following: 
 

 How ciƟes and colleges can partner 
to expand the regional bike share 
network; 

 Detailed implementaƟon costs; 

 StaƟon siƟng opportuniƟes and 
requirements; and 

 Bicycle and staƟon technology. 
 
Bike share is a program designed for 
point‐to‐point local trips or trips to transit 
using a shared use fleet of bicycles 
located at docking staƟons throughout a 
city or region within easy access to each 
other. Bike share programs around the 
country and world have proven to be a 
strong first and last‐mile short‐trip 
transportaƟon opƟon.  Currently, there 
are over 53 bike share programs 
operaƟng in ciƟes in the United States. 
When coordinated with transit, such 
programs can facilitate reducƟons in 
vehicle miles traveled, reduced travel 
Ɵmes, improved access, and growth in 

bicycling as a viable mode of travel. 

Date:    Wednesday, September 28,               

      2016 

Time:           9:00—11:00 AM 

Place:          Glendora Public Library 
                     140 S. Glendora Ave 
                     Glendora, CA 91741 
Register:     hƩps://goo.gl/forms/J                   
       jlm3i3X1RYKMtsu2 
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 ACE Construction Authority Kicks off Fullerton Grade Separation 
Project 

The Fullerton Road Grade SeparaƟon 
Project will lower Fullerton Road under 
the exisƟng Union Pacific railroad tracks 
in the City of Industry and 
unincorporated area of Los Angeles 
County, between Rowland Street and 
State Route 60. Plans call for construcƟng 
a six‐lane roadway underpass on 
Fullerton Road, four‐track railroad bridge 
and bridge for Railroad Street spanning 
Fullerton Road. Gale Avenue would be 
lowered at the intersecƟon with 
Fullerton Road.  

The road grade separaƟon construcƟon 
contract was awarded in March 2016 and 
underground uƟlity relocaƟon work has 
begun, It is  expected that the project will 
be completed  by the winter of 2019. The 
project cost is esƟmated at $145.2 
million.  
 
The project is projected to reduce an 
esƟmated 50.4 vehicle hours of delay 
each day at the crossing which is 
traversed by 49 trains per day, projected 
to increase to 91 trains by 2025. 
Fullerton Road carries 23,716 vehicles 
per day which is projected to increase to 
25,315 vehicles by 2025. The project  is 
projected to eliminate delays for 
emergency responders and crossing 
collisions. The project will also reduce 
emissions and eliminate locomoƟve horn 
and crossing bell noise. The Federal 
Railroad AdministraƟon has recorded 2 
train‐vehicle collisions at the crossing in a 
recent 10 year period.  
 
This project marks the sixth railroad 

underpass along the freight‐heavy 60 
Freeway corridor between the 605 and 
the 57 freeways.  

El Monte Unveils Seven New CNG Transit City Buses 
The City of El Monte demonstrated its 
commitment to community access 
awiththe debut of its seven new transit 
buses during a ceremony Saturday, July 
23 at the El Monte Metrolink StaƟon. 
The clean‐burning compressed natural gas 
buses will began service August  1st  and 
will provide local transit service Monday 
through Saturday. 
 
“In 2015, over half a million passengers 
were transported via El Monte’s local 
transit system,” said Elaine Jeng, El 
Monte’s Director of Public Works and 
UƟliƟes. “El Monte is growing and it is our 

job to ensure that residents have reliable 
and efficient opƟons to navigate our 
beauƟful city.” TransportaƟon Deputy 
Javier Hernandez, for 1st District 
Supervisor Solis, represented the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan 
TransportaƟon Authority and spoke at the 
event. 
 
“These new buses are an example of how 
El Monte conƟnues to invest in the needs 
of its community,” Hernandez said. “El 
Monte is a leader in L.A. County when it 
comes to transportaƟon, making 
surrounding communiƟes in the San 

Gabriel Valley stronger.” 

Date:  Friday, September 16, 2016 

Time:  10:30 a.m. 

Place:  18311 Railroad Street 
 City of Industry, CA 
 
RSVP: By September 2nd to  
 Ricky  Choi 
 rchoi@thaceproject.org 
 Or at  (626)373‐2686 
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Environment & Water Update 

Community Choice AggregaƟon (CCA) 
leverages the market power of group 
purchasing and local control by allowing 
communiƟes to pool their electricity 
demand in order to purchase and develop 
power on behalf of local residents, 
businesses, and municipal faciliƟes.  
 
The Board of Supervisors (BOS) directed 
staff, on March 17, 2015,  to develop a 
technical analysis on the feasibility of 
establishing a CCA program for electrical 
power procurement for County 
unincorporated areas. This analysis 
resulted in a Business Plan. 
 
Key findings  of the Business Plan are as 
follows :  
 
Rates: A rate comparison indicates that 
the residenƟal  rate is 0.9¢/kWh lower. 
Across all rates the, average is 5.4%. lower 
than what Southern California Edison 
(SCE) currently offers with an equal 
amount of renewable power (28%). The  
CCA residenƟal rate with 50% renewable 
power (compared to SCE’s 28%) is 0.7¢/
kWh lower. Across all rates the, average is  
4.1% lower for roughly twice the amount 
of green renewable power. The CCA 
residenƟal rate with 100% green power 
(compared to SCE’s 28%) is 1.1¢/kWh 
higher. Across all rates the, average 

increase is 6.3% higher, but this addiƟonal 
amount comes with almost four Ɵmes 
more renewable power than the 
comparable SCE rate. (Table 1). 
 
Phasing: the CCA Business Plan idenƟfied 
three phases in which to implement a 
county CCA 
 

 At the April 2016 LA County CCA Task 
Force meeƟng, the Task Force  
presented a list of Phase 1 milestones 
the LA County CCA Task Force hopes 
to achieve through 2016‐2017 (Table 
2).  Phase 1 would commence as early 
as January 2017, and would provide 
service only to County municipal 
faciliƟes located in County 
unincorporated areas. Other ciƟes' 
municipal faciliƟes could be eligible 
for Phase 1 services if 

they were to Ɵmely join CCA.  
 

 Phase 2 would commence as early as 
July of 2017, and expand service to 
include all County unincorporated 
area electric ratepayers. Other ciƟes' 
electric ratepayers could be eligible 
for Phase 2 service if they were to 
Ɵmely join CCA. 

 

 Phase 3 would commence at a date 
yet‐to‐be‐determined, and would 
expand service to include all ciƟes' 
electric ratepayers, depending on if 
and when the ciƟes choose to join 
LACCE. With the excepƟon of ciƟes 
that have municipal electric power. 

 
 
 

Update on LA Countywide Community Choice Aggregation Program 

Table 2 

Table 1 
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Urban Rivers Grant Program is Now Open For Solicitation  
The California Natural Resources Agency 
(Agency) has released the final guidelines 
for the California Urban Rivers Grant 
program and is now accepƟng  grant 
applicaƟons. 
 
This will be a compeƟƟve grant program 
for projects that meet at least two of the 
following five statutory condiƟons:  
 

 Promote Groundwater Recharge and 
Water Reuse. 

 Reduce Energy ConsumpƟon. 

 Use Soils, Plants, and Natural 
Processes to Treat Runoff. 

 Create, or Restore NaƟve Habitat. 

 Increase Regional and Local Resiliency 

         and Adaptability to Climate Change. 

 
Also, eligible projects must be               
mulƟ‐benefit watershed and urban rivers 
enhancement projects in urban 
watersheds that increase regional and 
local water self‐sufficiency. 
 

Grant funds will be awarded to public 
agencies, California nonprofit 
organizaƟons, public uƟliƟes, federally 
recognized Indian tribes, state Indian 
tribes listed on the NaƟve American 
Heritage Commission’s California Tribal 
ConsultaƟon list and mutual water 
companies. All nonprofits must be a 501
(c)(3) as verified by the Internal Revenue 
Service.   
 
Projects must be mulƟ‐benefit watershed 
and urban rivers enhancement projects in 
urban watersheds that increase regional 
and local water self‐sufficiency. All 
projects must be located in an urban area. 
For purposes of this program, an urban 
area is a geographic area designated or 
defined as urban by an applicable plan 
covering the project area, including, but 
not limited to general plans, specific 
plans, or community plans. The Agency 
anƟcipates two funding cycles with 
approximately $9.3 million available to 
award in each cycle for the California 
Urban Rivers Grant Program.  There are 

no minimum or maximum grant amounts 
for this grant program.  

SGV Energy Wise Partnership to Host Benchmarking Workshop 

The SGV Energy Wise Partnership will be 
hosƟng a Benchmarking 101 Workshop 
on September  14, for interested city 
staff. Benchmarking measures a 
building's energy use and then compares 
it to the average for similar buildings. It 
allows ciƟes to understand their 
building's relaƟve energy performance, 
and helps idenƟfy opportuniƟes to cut 
energy waste. Benchmarking allows each 
city to track and measure the energy 
usage of faciliƟes and, therefore, beƩer 
invest resources into energy efficiency 
improvements.  In a recent study, EPA 
found that buildings that were 
benchmarked consistently reduced 
energy use by an average of 2.4 percent 
per year, for a total savings of 7 percent.  
 
The San Gabriel Valley Energy Wise 
Partnership Benchmarking 101 Workshop 
will provide an overview of ENERGY STAR 
Porƞolio Manager, Ɵps for developing a 
benchmarking policies, and strategies to 

develop and maintain your benchmarking 
porƞolio. 
 
 
 

Date:         Wednesday, September 14 
 
Time:         8:30 a.m. 
 
LocaƟon: Upper San Gabriel Valley                     
     Municipal Water District  
                    602 E. HunƟngton Drive 
                    Monrovia, CA  
 
RSVP:      at sgvcog.org or call  
                    626‐457‐1800. 

Key Facts 
 

ApplicaƟon Deadline: October 3, 2016 
 
Eligible Agencies: Public agencies,   
California nonprofit organizaƟons,    
public uƟliƟes, federally recognized 
Indian tribes, state Indian tribes and 
mutual water companies. 
 
Total Funding available: $9.4 Million 
 
Website: hƩp://resources.ca.gov/
bonds_and_grants/grant_programs/  
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Valley 
Voice 

The Pulse of the 
San Gabriel Valley 

1000 S. Fremont Ave. 
Bldg A‐10N, Suite 10‐210 

Alhambra, CA 91803 

    

  
   

Monday, August  29, 4:00 p.m. 
Executive  Committee ‐ Special Meeting 
1000 Fremont Ave., Alhambra 
 
Wednesday, August 31, 12:00 p.m. 
City Managers Steering Committee 
100  S. Vincent Ave., West Covina 
 
Thursday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. 
SGVCOG Governing Board 
602 E. Huntington Drive, Monrovia 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Pomona College, Claremont 

NewsleƩer Editors: 
ChrisƟan Cruz 
ccruz@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800 
 
KaƟe Ward 
kward@sgvcog.org 
626‐457‐1800    To register please visit: 

   hƩp://sgvcogga.eventbrite.com 
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Agenda Item Staff Report 

 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council  
 For the meeting of September 13, 2016  
 
From: Blaine Michaelis, City Manager 
 
Subject: Plant material being used in the pots of the downtown renovation project 
   
______________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY 

 
Interest has been expressed in having a more lush, leafy 

or flowery planting in the new pots of the Downtown 
project.  Along Bonita Avenue there will be two pots on 

either side of the new street trees.  The landscaping 
design for the Downtown needs to reflect the new water 

use requirements established by the state and adopted by 
the city.   

 
The maximum amount of water use possible under the 

new requirements is 82,000 gallons of water per year for 
all plantings – trees, planters, and the pots.  The plants 

selected for the project are calculated to use 45,000 
gallons of water per year – 37,000 gallons under the 

maximum.  Therefore the project could consider a higher 
water use plant material (for the pots only, the plants 
designed for the planter areas will need to remain the 

same as designed in the approved plans). 
 

The purpose of this agenda item is to present this matter 
and have the city council consider if they have a desire for 

more leafy and/or flowering plants for the pots.  

6a
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BACKGROUND 
Here is the current planting plan for the Downtown pots: 
 
Cordyline ‘Purple Sensation’ 15 gal size – 
will be 2 ½ - 3 feet tall planted in the center 
of each pot 

 
 
Surrounding the Cordyline will be (3) 1 
gallon Echeveria ‘Black Prince’ planted in 
each pot  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the remaining space in the pots will be 4” 
pots of a mix of the following succulents: 
Sempervivum ‘Hens and Chicks’ 

 
Semecio ‘Blue Chalk Sticks’ 

 
Senduim r. ‘Aurora 
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Here is a picture of the pot itself for 
reference:

The pot is 31 inches tall – the inside planting 
area at the top is 28” across.  

These current plants were selected for their low water use, year round color and low maintenance 
qualities.  They were also selected to provide some height with the plantings to provide a more 
visual upward reach and scale next to the trees. The pots and Cordyline will have an overall 
height of 5 to 5.5 feet next to the newly planted 36” box trees that will have a height of 10 to 11 
feet.  There will be a pot on both sides of each Bonita Avenue tree.

ALTERNATIVE PLANTS:
Here is a representation of ‘higher water use’ plants that could be used in the pots and still be 
within the water use requirements of the project.

Vinca (periwinkle) Geranium 
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Lavender  

 
Lantana 1 

 
Lantana 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lobelia laxiflora 

 
Verbana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other possibilities: 
Rosemary 
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Ferns 

 
Ornamental grasses 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Lily 

 
Japanese Box Wood 

 

While all plants require maintenance, these alternative plants would require a little more hand 
trimming and maintenance than the original plants proposed for the pots.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

• Receive presentation from staff outlining the current planting design for the new 
Downtown pots – ask questions as desired. 

• Receive presentation of possible alternatives to that planting.  Ask questions as desired.  
Discuss the question of whether or not to consider an alternative to the current design.  
Give direction to staff. 

• If there is an interest in an alternative design – it is recommended that the council provide 
specific feedback and direction on what they desire and have the designers come back 
with a recommended alternative plan for consideration and final approval at the next city 
council meeting. 
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