
   

 

 
CITY OF SAN DIMAS 
Retreat Meeting Agenda 

 

COUNCIL – STAFF RETREAT SESSION AGENDA 
MONDAY OCTOBER 17, 2016 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER CONFERENCE ROOM 
SAN DIMAS CITY HALL 

245 EAST BONITA AVENUE 
 

1. Items for discussion/direction: 
a. Overview of Prop 64 Adult Use of Marijuana Act – summarize the provisions; 

explain the options cities have to restrict certain elements; provide direction to 
staff for the preparation of an Emergency Ordinance to be considered at the 
November 9, 2016 city council meeting. 

b. Staff report back on direction given from the city council at the August 23, 
2016 Study Session regarding downtown encroachments and matters of 
interest.   

c. Discussion to work through the concept of having Public Wi-Fi in and outside 
of city hall and in the downtown area.  Discussion regarding the 
purpose/objective/benefit; pending further interest, means to structure and 
finance such a program.   

d. Tobacco Retail License Ordinance discussion – explain the issues/program 
and if there is interest, provide direction to staff on how to proceed. 

e. Consequence of the drought – dead lawns/landscaping.  Review the issue and 
staff’s approach – council direction if there is a desire for a different approach. 

f. Discussion/consent regarding a recommendation to have split votes on 
second readings to be approved on the Consent Agenda. 

 
2. Updates on the following items – verbal reports: 

a. Hotel project RFQ. 
b. Street Sweeping Contract process and schedule. 
c. Golden Hills Road update and schedule. 
d. City Council participation in the City’s Emergency Exercise October 20th.  Tour 

of the facility/operation and training regarding Public Information duties. 
e. City entrance elements/designs – also downtown sign design concepts for 

discussion and consensus.  Bonita Avenue Banner and Flag program update. 
f. City Web site upgrade project. 
g. Status of Drone licensing and regulations 
h. Status of various development projects in the city. 
i. Accela implementation. 
j. Legislative Update – new Housing Laws just enacted by the State. 
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k. Bike and Pedestrian open streets event in 2018. 
l. County Election Consolidation Matter – March 2017. 
 

3. Council comments 
 

4. Oral Communications – Members of the audience.  Anyone wishing to address the City 
Council on an item not on the agenda.  No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not 
appearing on the posted agenda.  Speakers may be subject to a time limit as may be determined by 
the chair. 

 
5. Adjournment – next meeting of the City Council Adjournment – next meeting 
of the City Council October 25, 2016, 5:30 pm study session; 7:00 pm regular 
meeting, City Hall. 

 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Notice Regarding American with Disabilities Act:  In compliance with the 
ADA, if you need assistance to participate in a city meeting, please contact the 
City Clerk’s Office at (909) 394-6216.  Early notification before the meeting 
you wish to attend will make it possible for the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting [28 CFR 35.102-35.104 
ADA Title II]. 

 
Copies of documents distributed for the meeting are available in alternative formats upon 
request. Any writings or documents provided to the City Council regarding any item on this 
agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Administration Counter at City Hall 
and at the San Dimas Library during normal business hours. In addition most documents are 
posted on the City’s website at cityofsandimas.com.  
 
Posting Statement: On October 14th, 2016 a true and correct copy of this agenda was 
posted on the bulletin board at 245 East Bonita Avenue (San Dimas City Hall), 145 North 
Walnut Avenue (Los Angeles County Library), 300 East Bonita Avenue (United States Post 
Office), Von’s Shopping Center (Puente/Via Verde Avenue) and the City’s website 
www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm 
 

http://www.cityofsandimas.com/minutes.cfm
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  October 17, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Encroachment Permit Downtown for Outside Dining, Outside Displays, A-Frame 

Signs and Canopies/Awnings 
   
   
   
On August 23, 2016 City Council reviewed a Draft of updated standards related to 
encroachment permits for various uses in the Downtown area. A number of revisions were 
recommended and Staff has updated the attachments to reflect those revisions. 
 
Revisions generally include the following: 
 
 

• Eliminate fees and deposits  
• Consider language for outside displays to address concerns about clutter and 

tastefulness 
• Address possibility of not requiring fencing for small seating and table areas 
• Allow logos on umbrellas 
• Allow outside dining areas to extend beyond the property frontages in limited 

circumstances 
 
Each of these have been addressed in the attachments. 
 
 
 
Attachment A – Outdoor Display 
Attachment B – Outdoor Dining 
Attachment C – Canopies 
Attachment D – A Frame Signs 
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OUTDOOR DISPLAY – UPDATED POLICIES FOR BONITA CORRIDOR 

[All changes to existing policies and/or standards are identified in red and italics. Items 1-18 represent 
the existing written policy.] 

ADDITIONAL CHANGES SHOWN IN BLUE EXCEPT FOR DELETIONS SHOWN AS CROSS-OUTS 

Outdoor display is considered to be a privilege, not a right, of any business.  All businesses which engage 
in outdoor display of merchandise in the Frontier Village Historic Downtown shall comply with the 
following: 
 
1. Outdoor display shall only include incidental outdoor display items, consisting of a small sample of 

merchandise or decorative items, placed outdoors in areas as designated on the encroachment 
permit immediately adjacent to the responsible business, which represent or complement the goods 
and services sold or provided by the responsible business. Vendors operating independently from 
indoor businesses shall not be permitted under this policy. 

2. Outdoor display area shall be limited to within a maximum of five feet (approximately) in depth 
measured from the front building wall. The business owner shall at all times maintain a minimum 5 
foot clearance for use of the sidewalk by the general public. 

3. Display items shall not extend into the safe line-of-sight distances at intersections, as determined by 
the City engineer. 

4. Display items shall not encroach into public landscape areas. 
5. Display items shall only be located adjacent to the building of the responsible business, and shall not  

extend beyond the limits of the business owner’s building or property line exceed a total of 60 square 
feet of “floor area” per street frontage. 

6. The display items shall not obstruct any display windows, entries, exits, permitted signs, mailboxes, 
utilities, public seating, or public safety measures. 

7. Display items shall only be placed outdoors during the time the responsible business is open to the 
public and shall be removed prior to the close of business each day. 

8. Display items shall not include additional signage or item[s] which constitute a sign per San Dimas 
Municipal Code Section 18.152.020.18. 

9. Display items shall not may include clothes racks, display/storage racks with multiple items, folding 
or portable tables [is there a standard of quality?] , stacks of merchandise, or any neon or 
fluorescent materials. [DO WE WANT TO INCLUDE SAMPLE PICTURES TO ILLUSTRATE A QUALITY 
STANDARD OR LEAVE IT OPEN TO MORE DISCRETION?] 

10. All display items shall at all times be maintained in a safe, sound, and visually attractive condition.   
The business owner shall be responsible for continuously supervising the safe, sound, and visually 
attractive condition as well as the appropriate placement of the display items. [SEE #9 COMMENTS] 

11. Signs, banners, outdoor dining, and outdoor events shall be subject to separate application and 
permit procedures. 

12. If outdoor display is to be located on private property, the business owner shall obtain prior 
authorization from the owner/management company in addition to the guidelines herein. 

13. If outdoor display is to be located in the public right-of-way, the business owner shall submit an 
application for an encroachment permit to the Public Works Department, and provide a certificate 
of general liability insurance to the satisfaction of the City, naming the City as an additional insured.  
An encroachment permit shall be valid for one year, unless otherwise noted. 

14. The business owner shall not trim, cut, or otherwise alter any landscaping or make any other 
modifications to improvements in the public right-of-way. 
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15. City Staff shall have authority to request that item(s) be removed from public or private property if it 
is felt the item(s) constitute a potentially hazardous distraction to vehicular or pedestrian traffic; 
constitute a potential health or safety hazard; are not consistent with the “Early California Village” 
theme; are not appropriately maintained or located; are excessive in size or quantity; or 
compromise the public peace, morals or welfare. 

16. If City Staff request item(s) be removed, the business owner shall cause the item(s) to be removed 
immediately. 

17. A business owner may file an appeal of a City Staff decision pursuant to San Dimas Municipal Code 
Chapter 18.212; however, during such time, the disputed nature of outdoor display shall not be 
reinstated until said appeal is resolved by the final decision -making body. 

18. The City reserves the right to modify or rescind this interim policy for outdoor display of 
merchandise at any time and for any circumstances it deems appropriate. 

19. Outdoor display areas shall not be enclosed by fencing of any type. 
 
[NOTE: Numbers 20, 21 & 22 below will replace # 13 above.] 
 

20. Permit Requirement: 
a. Encroachment permit required to allow use of public right of way and establish 

reasonable operating conditions.  
b. All permits to be Staff approvals and must comply with all adopted standards.  
c. Multiple requests may be covered by a single application/application fee. 

21. Term of Permits: 
a. All permits will run from January 1 to December 31 and are subject to annual renewal.  
b. Applications filed after October 15 will be valid until December 31 of the following year.  
c. Applications filed  after January 31 for an additional encroachment where a permit 

already exists shall pay the initial application fee for the first year but can be merged 
with other encroachments for renewal purposes after the initial year. 

[NOTE: Changing permits to run on a calendar year basis allows easier administration and tracking. 
Permits previously were open ended and rarely reviewed for compliance and insurance after initial 
approval.] 

22. Fees: 
a. Application fee shall be $102 (existing $69 application fee + $33 issuance fee).  
b. Annual renewal fee shall be $102.  
c. If a permit is transferred mid-year a fee of $102 shall be charged to process the change 

in ownership.   
23. Insurance: 

a. Business owner shall provide general liability insurance naming the City of San Dimas as 
“additional insured” in the amount of $1,000,000 and Workers Compensation insurance 
naming City as “Certificate Holder.” 

b. Insurance shall remain in full force and effect continuously and a permit shall be 
revoked upon lapsing. 
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OUTDOOR DINING – UPDATED POLICIES FOR BONITA CORRIDOR 

[All changes to existing policies and/or standards are identified in red and italics.] 

BLUE 

1. Permit Requirement: 
a. Encroachment permit required to allow use of public right of way and establish 

reasonable operating conditions.  
b. All permits to be Staff approvals and must comply with all adopted standards.  
c. Multiple requests may be covered by a single application/application fee. 

2. Term of Permits: 
a. All permits will run from January 1 to December 31 and are subject to annual renewal.  
b. Applications filed after October 15 will be valid until December 31 of the following year.  
c. Applications filed  after January 31 for an additional encroachment where a permit 

already exists shall pay the initial application fee for the first year but can be merged 
with other encroachments for renewal purposes after the initial year. 

[NOTE: Changing permits to run on a calendar year basis allows easier administration and 
tracking. Permits previously were open ended and rarely reviewed for compliance and 
insurance after initial approval.] 

3. Fees Deposit : 
a. Application fee shall be $102 (existing $69 application fee + $33 issuance fee). [NOTE: 

Fees is based on existing fee schedule.] 
b. Annual renewal fee shall be $102.  
c. If a permit is transferred mid-year a fee of $102 shall be charged to process the change 

in ownership.   
d. A minimum maintenance deposit of $500 shall be filed with the City. City may recover its 

incurred maintenance costs including but not limited to painting of fencing, repair of 
fencing, spillage clean up or other maintenance costs against said deposit and require 
additional funds to maintain the minimum deposit at $500 once such expenditures are 
made.  

4. Insurance: 
a. Business owner shall provide general liability insurance naming the City of San Dimas as 

“additional insured” in the amount of $1,000,000 and Workers Compensation insurance 
naming City as “Certificate Holder.” 

b. Insurance shall remain in full force and effect continuously and a permit shall be 
revoked upon lapsing. 

5. Perimeter fencing: 
a. City shall install perimeter fencing in a manner consistent with the plans prepared for the 

Downtown Sidewalk project.  [NOTE: Pozzetto’s and Roady’s will have perimeter 
fencing installed by the project at City expense since they previously had approved 

Attachment B
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outside dining areas. They will be subject to all the standards, including fees and 
maintenance deposit.] 

b. No other fencing types shall be allowed.  and All outside dining areas shall be fenced, 
except as follows:.  

i. Seating for non-food uses may be allowed without fencing provided the number 
of seat does not exceed four. 

ii. Small seating areas may be established for food uses without fencing provided 
the business does not serve alcohol and provided the maximum number of 
seats does not exceed four and no more than two small tables are provided. 

c. Cost of installation shall be actual cost plus 15% for City Staff time. Costs are currently 
estimated at $135/lineal foot. [NOTE: Unresolved discussion point about the City 
providing loans or other assistance for the fencing.] 

d. Upon request and upon concurrence of a site layout, City shall secure an actual cost and 
applicant shall deposit 75% of said cost with the City prior to ordering materials. Any 
remaining funds are due upon completion and prior to establishing the use within the 
fenced area.  

e. If the outside dining use is terminated, notice shall be provided to the City and the City 
shall remove the fencing and charge any costs from the $500 maintenance deposit. If 
there are costs in excess of $500 the City shall bill the business owner who shall be 
responsible for all costs of removal. Any remaining deposit after removal shall be 
returned to business owner. 

f. Fenced areas shall generally be limited to the area immediately in front of the applying 
business. On a case-by-case basis extensions beyond that frontage may be considered 
with written authorization from both the property owner and business owner of the 
affected adjacent property. 

6. The following development and operational standards shall apply: 
a. All outdoor dining areas shall be adjacent to the building, shall be fully enclosed by a 

compliant City fence and shall not extend in front of any other business or property. 
b. Outdoor dining areas shall be located to provide a continuous five foot ADA path of 

travel along the public right of way and into the business entry. 
c. All chairs, tables and any related accoutrements shall be approved by the City and shall 

generally comply with the following examples: [NOTE: The below standards have been 
used in practice but are being further clarified here.] 

i. All furniture and fixtures must be maintained in good visual appearance, 
without visible fading, dents, tears, rust, corrosion, or chipped or peeling paint. 
All furniture and fixtures must be maintained in a clean condition at all times. 

ii. Tables and chairs may be colored or of a natural unpainted material i.e., wood, 
metal, etc. Tables and chairs are not permitted to be plastic.  

iii. All furniture and fixtures must be durable and of sufficiently sturdy construction. 
iv. All tables and chairs used within a particular establishment’s outdoor seating 

area must match each other by being of visually similar design, construction and 
color. 
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v. Tables, chairs, and other furniture should complement the building in design, 
material and color.  

vi. Business owner shall be responsible for maintaining all chairs, tables, fencing, 
paving, ground surfaces and other improvements in a safe, sound and visually 
attractive manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vii. While furniture may be left out overnight, any business owner choosing to do so 
shall accept full responsibility and liability for said property. 

d. All umbrellas shall be approved by the City and shall generally comply with the following 
example: [NOTE: The below standards have been used in practice but are being further 
clarified here.] 

i. If umbrellas are provided they must be of a material 
suitable for outdoor use and shall be a canvas type 
material.  

ii. Plastic or plastic/vinyl fabrics or rigid materials are not 
allowed.  

iii. Umbrellas may not contain advertising in the form of 
words, logos, drawings or similar representations or 
characteristics.  

iv. Umbrellas shall allow a seven foot minimum clearance 
and shall not extend outside of the designated outside 

http://www.restaurantfurnituresupply.com/img/item/enlarged/aluminum-patio-chair-4.jpg
http://www.restaurantfurnituresupply.com/img/item/enlarged/DC8133.jpg
http://www.restaurantfurnituresupply.com/img/item/enlarged/patio-table.jpg
http://www.restaurantfurnituresupply.com/img/item/enlarged/erpotround.jpg
http://www.restaurantfurnituresupply.com/img/item/enlarged/patio-umbrella.jpg
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dining area. 
v. Umbrellas shall be supported in a stable manner and may not be attached to 

fencing. 
e. All heating devices shall be approved by the City and shall generally comply with the 

following example: [NOTE: The below standards have been used in practice but are 
being further clarified here.] 

 

 

 
f. All furniture other than tables, chairs, heaters, and umbrellas are prohibited. This 

includes but is not limited to, serving stations, bar counters, shelves, racks, sofas, 
televisions, and trash receptacles.  [NOTE: This clarifies existing practice.] 

g. All lighting shall be approved by the City and shall generally comply with the following 
examples: [NOTE: The below standards have been used in practice but are being 
further clarified here.] 

i. No lighting shall be installed unless approved by the City.  
ii. Any lighting shall be soft and directed.  

iii. Any conduit or cords shall only be allowed if in full compliance with the Building 
and Fire Codes.  

iv. Exposed conduit is not permitted. 
h. Business owner shall ensure the outside dining area is continuously cleaned of debris, 

litter, spills, stains and food scraps.  
i. If smoking is permitted it shall be subject to all applicable State and local regulations. 

Ash trays shall be provided if smoking is allowed. 
j. No signs, banners, balloons, lighting or other manner of attention grabbing display shall 

be attached to City fencing. 
k. If alcoholic beverages are served in the outdoor dining area, service shall be restricted 

to service only in conjunction with service of a meal. Business owner shall secure all 
necessary approvals from ABC and provide verification of said ABC approval to the City.  

l. No person shall establish or maintain any outdoor dining area except pursuant to a 
written permit approved by the Development Services Department.  

m. The hours of operation for outdoor dining areas shall be limited to the hours of 
operation for the associated indoor dining, unless otherwise authorized in writing by the 
Development Services Department.  

n. The outdoor dining activity shall not impede travel on the public walkway or create a 
hazard to the safety or health of passers-by. 

o. Permits and outdoor dining areas shall conform with all other applicable City and other 
government requirements including, without limitation, zoning and design review, 
except as provided herein. 
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p. The outdoor dining activity shall not unduly interfere with the use of the public walkway 
by neighboring property owners and tenants. 

q. The outdoor dining area shall be kept in a good state of repair and maintained in a 
clean, safe, and sanitary condition.  

r. Any Permittee desiring to change the permitted use i.e., by increasing the size of the 
outdoor dining area or by changing the use or arrangement or the occupancy, shall file a 
new application in accordance with the Outdoor Dining Regulations.  

s. A person desiring a permit for an outdoor dining area which has been the subject, in 
part or whole, of a prior permit which has expired, been revoked, or terminated shall 
file a new application.  

t. The outdoor dining activity shall not unlawfully alter the associated indoor dining use at 
the subject property. 
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CANOPIES, AWNINGS AND OTHER RIGHT OF WAY ENCROACHMENTS – POLICIES 
FOR DOWNTOWN 

[All changes to existing policies and/or standards are identified in red and italics.] 

 

In order to facilitate good design, recognize an existing built condition or other valid reasoning, it may 
occasionally be appropriate to allow other types of encroachments, sometimes of a permanent nature, 
in the public right of way. While such encroachments should be generally limited, it is important to 
adequately protect the interests of the public when they are allowed. While the previous Façade project 
and the current Sidewalk project have undertaken the elimination of a number of encroachments, a 
number of others remain and can be unavoidable when private buildings are located immediately 
adjacent to the public right of way as is common in many older Downtowns. In the Downtown there are 
the primary building related encroachments that need to be addressed include awnings and canopies 
(on multiple properties). [ NOTE: Other encroachments including  porches (Flanders building at 
233/235 West Bonita) and weigh scales adjacent to San Dimas Feed and Grain will be addressed 
separately.].  

 

1. Permit Requirement: 
a. Encroachment permit required to allow use of public right of way and establish 

reasonable operating conditions.  
b. All permits to be Staff approvals and must comply with all adopted standards.  
c. Multiple requests may be covered by a single application/application fee. 

2. Term of Permits: 
a. All permits will run from January 1 to December 31 and are subject to annual renewal.  
b. Applications filed after October 15 will be valid until December 31 of the following year.  
c. Applications filed  after January 31 for an additional encroachment where a permit 

already exists shall pay the initial application fee for the first year but can be merged 
with other encroachments for renewal purposes after the initial year. 

[NOTE: Changing permits to run on a calendar year basis allows easier administration and 
tracking. Permits previously were open ended and rarely reviewed for compliance and 
insurance after initial approval.] 

3. Fees: 
a. Application fee shall be $102 (existing $69 application fee + $33 issuance fee).  
b. Annual renewal fee shall be $102.  
c. If a permit is transferred mid-year a fee of $102 shall be charged to process the change 

in ownership.   
4. Insurance: 

Attachment C
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a. Business owner shall provide general liability insurance naming the City of San Dimas as 
“additional insured” in the amount of $1,000,000 and Workers Compensation insurance 
naming City as “Certificate Holder.” 

b. Insurance shall remain in full force and effect continuously and a permit shall be 
revoked upon lapsing. 

5. Any canopies, awnings or other building encroachments shall comply with the following 
standards: 

a. An awning, canopy, sign or other building attachment which extends over the public 
right of way shall be minimized to the extent feasible. 

b. Any structure or building attachment shall maintain a minimum clearance of seven feet. 
c. The canopy, awning or other building encroachment shall not impede travel on the 

public walkway or create a hazard to the safety or health of passers-by. 
d. Permits shall conform with all other applicable City and other government requirements 

including, without limitation, zoning and design review, except as provided herein. 
e. The encroachment shall not unduly interfere with the use of the public walkway by 

neighboring property owners and tenants. 
f. The encroachment shall be kept in a good state of repair and maintained in a clean, 

safe, and sanity condition.  
g. The City may establish other conditions deemed necessary to facilitate safety and/or 

preservation of the public interest. 
h. The City may revoke the permit and require the business or property owner to remove 

the encroachment at their expense where deemed necessary due to failure to comply 
with permit conditions, upon failure to adequately maintain the structure or where 
necessary to address safety or other public needs adversely affected by the 
encroachment. 
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A-FRAME SIGNS IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – POLICIES FOR DOWNTOWN 

[All changes to existing policies and/or standards are identified in red and italics.] 

In the 2012 update of the City Sign Code provisions were added City wide to allow portable or A-Frame 
signs subject to certain standards. These provisions also accommodated that opportunity for buildings 
located with zero setback as is common in the Downtown. While this opportunity has been available 
since the adoption of the Sign Code, no additional guidelines have been prepared previously. 

******************************************************************************************* 

Portable signs which comply with the provisions of Section 18.152.120(B)(11) for commercial buildings which have 
a zero setback from the public right-of-way, where the planning director approves the location of the sign and the 
city engineer issues an encroachment permit. 

Section 18.152.120 B) (11) provides as follows: 
11. Portable Signs. A maximum of one portable sign, as defined in Section 18.152.020, shall be permitted, 
subject to the following standards: 
 a. Maximum sign area of six square feet, including any changeable copy on whiteboards or 
chalkboards. 
 b. Maximum height of four feet with a maximum width of three feet. 
 c. Shall only be allowed during hours that the business is open and shall be stored away from public 
view when the business is not open. 
 d. Shall be placed within ten feet of any customer entry-door of the business advertised but may not 
be placed within a parking or loading space, driveway or drive aisle, landscaped planter, or public right-of-way, 
except as may be allowed per Section 18.152.170. 
 e. Shall not impede pedestrian access, including ADA access, when located on a sidewalk or 
pedestrian access or any views or sight distance for vehicular traffic. 
 f. Shall not include any attachments, including but not limited to, balloons, pennants, flags, 
banners, illumination (including flashing, blinking and rotating lights) and similar attention-getting devices. 
 g. Shall be made of durable, weather-resistant materials, have a professional looking appearance, 
and be continually maintained in good condition. 
 h. Shall have written authorization from the property owner or management company or comply 
with standards set forth in a master sign program. 

 

1. Permit Requirement: 
a. Encroachment permit required to allow use of public right of way and establish 

reasonable operating conditions.  
b. All permits to be Staff approvals and must comply with all adopted standards.  
c. Multiple requests may be covered by a single application/application fee. 

2. Term of Permits: 
a. All permits will run from January 1 to December 31 and are subject to annual renewal.  
b. Applications filed after October 15 will be valid until December 31 of the following year.  
c. Applications filed  after January 31 for an additional encroachment where a permit 

already exists shall pay the initial application fee for the first year but can be merged 
with other encroachments for renewal purposes after the initial year. 

Attachment D
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[NOTE: Changing permits to run on a calendar year basis allows easier administration and 
tracking. Permits previously were open ended and rarely reviewed for compliance and 
insurance after initial approval.] 

3. Fees: 
a. Application fee shall be $102 (existing $69 application fee + $33 issuance fee).  
b. Annual renewal fee shall be $102.  
c. If a permit is transferred mid-year a fee of $102 shall be charged to process the change 

in ownership.   
d. A minimum maintenance deposit of $500 shall be filed with the City. City may defray 

maintenance costs including but not limited to painting of fencing, repair of fencing, 
spillage clean up or other maintenance costs against said deposit and request additional 
funds to maintain the minimum deposit at $500 once such expenditures are made.  

4. Insurance: 
a. Business owner shall provide general liability insurance naming the City of San Dimas as 

“additional insured” in the amount of $1,000,000 and Workers Compensation insurance 
naming City as “Certificate Holder.” 

b. Insurance shall remain in full force and effect continuously and a permit shall be 
revoked upon lapsing. 

5. Any portable signs located in the public right of way shall comply with the following standards: 
a. A maximum of one portable sign will be permitted per business. For multi-tenant 

buildings, any business owner shall first secure permission of the property owner and/or 
management company. The City may determine that multiple signs are inappropriate 
and limit the number of signs to comply with the intent of the Sign Code and minimize 
sign clutter and maximize public safety. 

b. Sign shall not exceed 6 square feet in total sign area and shall not exceed 4 feet in height 
or 3 feet in width. 

c. Sign shall only be allowed during hours that the business is open and shall be stored 
away from public view when the business is not open. 

d. Sign shall be placed within ten feet of any customer entry-door of the business 
advertised but may not be placed within a parking or loading space, driveway or drive 
aisle,  or landscaped planter. For the purposes of Downtown businesses this distance 
may be measured from the perimeter of any approved outside dining or display area as 
that is designated on the approved permit. 

e. Sign shall not impede pedestrian access, including ADA access, when located on a 
sidewalk or pedestrian access or any views or sight distance for vehicular traffic. 

f. Sign shall not include any attachments, including but not limited to, balloons, pennants, 
flags, banners, illumination (including flashing, blinking and rotating lights) and similar 
attention-getting devices. 

g. Sign shall be made of durable, weather-resistant materials, have a professional looking 
appearance, and be continually maintained in good condition. 

h. Sign shall only be located where shown on the site plan approved in conjunction with 
the encroachment permit. 
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  October 17, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Dead lawns and Landscaping – Enforcement Approach 
   
   
Staff has been receiving an increasing number of complaints regarding the condition of existing 
landscapes particularly where lawns have been neglected through lack of water associated with 
the drought. 
 
In 2015 AB 1 was enacted prohibiting cities from imposing a fine under any ordinance “…for 
failing to water a lawn or having a brown lawn during a period …of a state of emergency based 
on drought conditions.” The legislation fails to provide any further explanation of what 
constitutes a brown lawn, what happens when unwatered lawns turn to weeds or dirt, or other 
circumstance (residential vs. non-residential). 
 
Staff has taken a non-aggressive position on brown lawns and explained the limitations that 
were imposed on the City by the State. We have nevertheless taken a position that brown lawn 
areas cannot be full of weeds and cannot become bare dirt. At the meeting a slideshow will be 
presented to illustrate what is acceptable and what is unacceptable from Staff’s perspective. 
 
Many have responded to the water restrictions by simply reducing watering but maintaining 
some color. Others have opted to convert to drought tolerant re-landscaping projects (part of the 
slideshow will illustrate the newer landscapes). And still others have allowed their properties to 
become unsightly and unkempt. Many of these unacceptable landscapes occur in City 
parkways. 
 
The State has also adopted regulations which “prohibit irrigation with potable water of 
ornamental turf on public street medians.” The City has converted many medians to drought 
tolerant landscapes but some medians have turned to brown or dirt (but not weeds) due to the 
prohibition. In some circumstances these areas are in immediate proximity to private properties 
the Staff may be pursuing enforcement on. 
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