
CITY OF SAN DIMAS 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES OF 

September 20, 2016 

CITY HALL – COUNCIL CHAMBERS CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order by Vice Chairperson 

Kespradit at 6:00 P.M. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present:  

   Paolo Kespradit, Vice Chairperson 

   Lorraine Perez 

   Kathryn Perkins 

   Baylee Smith 

 

  Theresa Bruns, Director of Parks and Recreation 

  Leon Raya, Recreation Services Manager 

   Karon De Leon, Facilities Manager 

   Joseph Jones, Recreation Services Supervisor 

   Hilly Sebadja, Administrative Aide 

 

 Absent: 

   Susan Davis, excused 

   Katie Smith, excused 

   Mayra Marrufo, excused 
 

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 19, 2016 MEETING MINUTES 
 

COMMISSIONER PEREZ MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 19, 2016 

MEETING SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER KESPRADIT AND APPROVED ON A 2-0-2 

VOTE, WITH PEREZ AND KESPRADIT VOTING IN FAVOR AND SMITH AND PERKINS 

OBSTAINING.   

 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

A. Review and Discuss Upcoming Grant Applications 

 

a.  CA State Parks – Habitat Conservation Fund 

 Administrative Aide Sebadja informed the Commission that this grant is for a trails project in 

the Northern Foothills area of the City.  The trails would provide for connectivity to current trails 

located in Horsethief Canyon Park through the private NJD development that is proposed in the 

Northern Foothills.  The grant applied for will be for approximately 1.3 miles of trails.  As a part of 

the agreement with the NJD developer, they will provide matching funds to assist with the cost of the 

development of the trails. 

Commissioner Kespradit inquired about the amount of the grant; Administrative Aide Sebadja replied 

that the amount would be $150,000.  NJD has committed $180,000 towards the trails.   

Commissioner Perez indicated that she enjoys hiking and is very excited about this project moving 

forward. 

 

 

 



 

b.  CA State Parks – California Youth Soccer Recreation and Development 

 Administrative Aide Sebadja indicated that the Bonita Unified School District is applying for 

this grant to secure funding for a soccer field installation with a possible baseball overlay on the Lone 

Hill Middle School south field area.  Depending on the amount of the award, the application could 

also include lights for the field and a restroom building.  The need for an additional lighted soccer 

field came about when the BUSD dedicated the San Dimas High School Varsity Baseball field solely 

to baseball.  Director Bruns stated that the City is assisting the District with the application, although 

the District will be the applicant and would be directing the project with the assistance of the City. 

Commissioner Perkins questioned who would be able to utilize the area if the project is completed.  

Manager Raya stated that it will be proposed that the District and City programs will have priority, 

then local youth groups and other community groups will have use of the fields.   

Commissioner Perez inquired about the cost of the maintenance of the space.  Director Bruns 

responded that the City and the District may split the cost, but the details of that agreement are 

unknown at this time. 

Commissioner Kespradit recommended considering the effect on the surrounding neighbors when 

looking at the location of the lights for the fields.  Director Bruns responded that the District and the 

City understand the concern and will take this into consideration. 

Administrative Aide Sebadja indicated the grant is a competitive grant and the maximum amount that 

would be awarded is one million dollars. 

 

c.  CalRecycle – Tire Derived Product Grant 

 Director Bruns informed the Commission that this grant provides for projects that will divert 

tires from landfills for other uses.  The City is considering applying to use the grant to install poured 

in place surfaces under playground equipment at Pioneer Park, Ladera Serra Park or Loma Vista Park.  

The other area for consideration would be surfacing the current asphalt walking path at Via Verde 

Park. 

Commissioner Kespradit commented he would like the walking path at Via Verde Park to be 

considered as a top priority.  Commissioner Perkins recommended the surface at Loma Vista Park for 

the playground also be a priority. 

 
 

B. Review and Discuss Amending Chapter 13 of the San Dimas Municipal Code 

13.16.190 to clarify Park Hours to Dawn to Dusk 

 

 Director Bruns informed the Commission that the current municipal code states that City 

Parks are closed midnight to 8:00 A.M.  Although common practice has been to indicate that the parks 

are closed dusk to dawn, so that in an effort to clarify and provide enforceable codes a draft Ordinance 

was distributed to the Commission for their review, consideration and recommendation to the City 

Council for adoption.  Director Bruns indicated that the City’s Administrative Staff, the City Attorney 

and a representative from the Sheriff’s Department reviewed the draft as presented to the 

Commission.  Director Bruns read the draft language and requested input. 

Commissioner Kespradit commented he would recommend removing the wording “one-half hour 

before sunrise and one-half hour after sunset” and just say sunrise to sunset. 

Commissioner Perez inquired if there was standard language that is utilized by other agencies.  

Director Bruns responded that a survey was conducted of municipalities, and there was no consistent 

standard.  

Councilmember Ebiner suggested changing the order of the words “facilities, athletic fields and 

courts” to clarify that someone can access a park building (facility) after sunset for an activity. 

 

COMMISSIONER PEREZ MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL 

OF THE CHAPTER 13 AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE FOR PARK HOURS, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SMITH AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, TO INCLUDE: 

 



A person may enter, be or remain in any park, or in any building in any park, as expressly permitted as 

follows:  

 (1) Parks without lighted facilities, athletic fields, or courts.  A person may enter, 

be and remain in any park without lighted facilities, athletic fields or courts between sunrise 

and sunset of each day.  

 (2) Parks with lighted facilities, athletic fields, or courts.  A person may enter, be 

and remain in any park which has lighted facilities, athletic fields or courts between sunrise 

and up to 10:00 p.m. if in the park after sunset for the purpose of use of such lighted 

facilities, athletic fields, or courts. 

 (3) The Director may in his/her discretion change the hours of use as stated above 

for any individual park.  All persons shall comply with such changed hours. 

 

 Director Bruns informed the Commission that she will notify them when this item will appear 

before the City Council for their consideration. 

 

C. Review of Upcoming Recreation Special Events 

 

 Supervisor Jones distributed marketing material and reviewed the upcoming events: 

  Fitness Festival on September 24 to include a healthy breakfast, 5K run, 1 mile family 

fun run/walk, a family fitness health fair, a 3.5 mile community bike ride and a toddler trot. 

  Flu Shot Clinic on October 27 in the Community Building. 

  Halloween Spectacular on October 31 with the Teen’s Haunted Hall, carnival games 

and costume contest. 

  Bowser Bash being held at the dog park in Horsethief Canyon Park on November 19 

that will include pet related vendors, a pet parade and staff is trying to secure micro-chipping by the 

Inland Valley Humane Society. 

 
  

ORAL COMMUNICATION 
 

A. Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

1.  Update on Park and Recreation Projects 

  Director Bruns updated the Commission on the following projects: 

  The Via Verde Park playground replacement project is in final construction document 

review and plan correction.  She projected that the project will be out to bid by mid-October.   

  The architect for the Marchant Park rehabilitation project is continuing to work on the 

construction plans.  The project had a minor delay due to an ADA issue with the existing parking 

spaces and the need to meet current compliance codes for those parking areas. 

  The monument sign for Freedom Park has been ordered, the landscaping area has been 

cleared and the Landscape Division is working on the irrigation modifications. 

  The City’s Engineer is working on the specifications for the trails plan and demolition 

of the existing buildings for the Walnut Creek Open Space project. 

  The Foothill and Via Verde median projects have been completed. 

  Manager De Leon reported that the permits for the marquee sign for the San Dimas 

Recreation Center have been issued, the display cabinets have been ordered and installation should 

be completed by the end of October.  She also informed the Commission that the consultant working 

with staff has completed the building assessment and the space assessment of the Recreation Center.  

The consultant has presented some very preliminary conceptual plans for staff to review and the 

next step will be to create concept plans for future use and a statement of probable costs. 

 

 

 

 



2.  Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 Manager Raya distributed a calendar of events for September through November.  He  

highlighted the upcoming Fitness Festival, PeeWee Sports program, announced that the Jr. High 

Dances have now been scheduled quarterly and invited all to attend the Bowser Bash.  

   

 B. Members of the Audience 

 

  Mr. John Margis complimented the City on the recent renovation of the Via Verde 

median.  He stated that the planting looks wonderful and he is very pleased with the outcome of the 

project. 

 

 C. Members of the Commission 
 

  Commissioners Smith, Perez and Perkins had no additional comments. 

 

  Commissioner Kespradit thanked everyone for their participation and assistance with 

the meeting tonight. 
 

 D. City Council Liaison 
 

   Councilmember Ebiner reported that the Downtown project was moving forward 

nicely.  He informed the Commission that the improvements will include seating areas, fenced in 

eating areas for the restaurants, signage, trees and a water wise planting pallet.   
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:21P.M. to November 15, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Karon DeLeon, Facilities Manager 


