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99 Why are Wildfires a Threat to San Dimas? 
 
For thousands of years, fires have been a natural part of the ecosystem in Southern California, 
but they present a substantial hazard to life and property in communities built within hillsides 
and mountainous areas. There is a great potential for losses due to wild land/urban interface fires 
in the region. According to the California Division of Forestry (CDF), there were approximately 
seven thousand reportable fires in California in 2003, with over one million acres burned.1  
According to CDF statistics, in the October 2003 Firestorms, over 4,800 homes were destroyed 
and 22 lives were lost.2 
 
The City of San Dimas most recently experienced large-scale destruction during the Williams 
Fire in September 2002. Between September 22 and September 27, thousands of acres on the 
hillsides and canyons of San Dimas were destroyed.  
 
The damage to the businesses, residences, and infrastructure in San Dimas was roughly 
$201,950, and $10 million to the entire San Dimas Canyon.  Over 37,000 acres of wild lands 
were destroyed, and hundreds of homes, recreation facilities, and local canyons were at risk. In 
total, the fires cost $16.4 million to fight and contain.  
 
The City sought federal assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Services for its 
recovery effort including the installation of k-rails, sandbags, trash racks, debris removal, and 
selective channel clearing. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) also 
contributed funds to the region to help fight the fires. 
 
Following the Williams Fire, citizens of the City of San Dimas were also at risk for landslides 
and debris flows that often come as a result of wild fires. Fortunately, San Dimas was successful 
in mitigating the effects of post-fire hazards through careful and thorough planning. 
 
While this fire was monumental, it was unfortunately not unique to the City’s history.  In 1919, a 
damaging fire in the mountains north of San Dimas burned for thirty days before it could be 
extinguished. In 1932, a packinghouse and the Santa Fe Depot were casualties of another 
wildfire. In September 1955, the worst fire recorded in San Dimas occurred after two weeks of 
extremely hot, dry weather. This fire started south of town, and not only burned 12 homes, but 
also destroyed many acres of valuable watershed, 3100 citrus, and 1400 avocado trees.  
 
The 2003 Southern California Fires 
The fall of 2003 marked the most destructive wildfire season in California history.  In a ten-day 
period, twelve separate fires raged across Southern California in Los Angeles, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura counties.  The massive Cedar fire in San Diego County 
alone consumed of 2,800 homes and burned over a quarter of a million acres. The following map 
demonstrates the 2003 wild fires in Southern California. 
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Map 9-1 2003 Fires in Southern California 

Table 9-1 2003 Firestorm Statistics 
 

County Fire Name Date  Acres Burned Homes 
Lost 

Lives 
Lost 

Riverside Pass 10/21/03 2,397 3 0 

Los Angeles Padua 10/21/03 10,446 59 0 

San Bernardino Grand Prix 10/21/03 69,894 136 0 
San Diego Roblar 2 10/21/03 8,592 0 0 
Ventura Piru 10/23/03 63,991 8 0 
Los Angeles Verdale 10/24/03 8,650 1 0 
Ventura Simi 10/25/03 108,204 300 0 
San Diego Cedar 10/25/03 273,246 2,820 14 
San Bernardino Old 10/25/03 91,281 1,003 6 
San Diego Otay / Mine 10/26/03 46,000 6 0 
Riverside Mountain 10/26/03 10,000 61 0 
San Diego Paradise 10/26/03 56,700 415 2 

Total Losses   749,401 4,812 22 

 
Historic Fires in Southern California 
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Large fires have been part of the Southern California landscape for millennia. Written documents 
reveal that during 19th century settlement of Southern California altered coastal California by 
increasing the fire frequency.  This was an era of very limited fire suppression, and yet like 
today, large crown fires covering tens of thousands of acres were not uncommon.  One of the 
largest fires in Los Angeles County (60,000 acres) occurred in 1878, and in 1889, the greatest 
fire in Orange County’s history, affected over half a million acres.3 
 
Table 9-2 Large Historic Fires in California 1961-20034 

 Fire Name  Date  County Acres Structures Deaths 

1 Tunnel October 1991 Alameda 1,600 2,900 25 

2 Cedar October 2003 San Diego 273,246 2,820 14 

3 Old October 2003 San Bernardino 91,281 1,003 6 

4 Jones October 1999 Shasta 26,200 954 1 

5 Paint June 1990 Santa Barbara 4,900 641 1 

6 Fountain August 1992 Shasta 63,960 636 0 

7 City of Berkeley September 1923 Alameda 130 584 0 

8 Bel Air November 1961 Los Angeles 6,090 484 0 

9 Laguna Fire October 1993 Orange 14,437 441 0 

10 Paradise October 2003 San Diego 56,700 415 2 

11 Laguna September 1970 San Diego 175,425 382 5 

12 Panorama November 1980 San Bernardino 23,600 325 4 

13 Topanga November 1993 Los Angeles 18,000 323 3 

14 49er September 1988 Nevada 33,700 312 0 

15 Simi October 2003 Ventura 108,204 300 0 

16 Sycamore July 1977 Santa Barbara 805 234 0 

17 Canyon September 1999 Shasta 2,580 230 0 

18 Kannan October 1978 Los Angeles 25,385 224 0 

19 Kinneloa October 1993 Los Angeles 5,485 196 1 

19 Grand Prix October 2003 San Bernardino 59,448 196 0 

20 Old Gulch August 1992 Calaveras 17,386 170 0 

 
During the 2002 fire season, more than 6.9 million acres of public and private lands burned in 
the United States, resulting in loss of property, damage to resources, and disruption of 
community services.5  Taxpayers spent over $1.6 billion6 to combat more than 88,400 fires 
nationwide.  Many of these fires burned in wild land/urban interface areas, which far exceed the 
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fire suppression capabilities in those zones.  Table 9-3 illustrates fire suppression costs for state, 
private, and federal lands. 

Table 9-3 National Fire Suppression Costs7 

Year Suppression Costs Acres Burned Structures Burned 

2000 $1.3 billion 8,422,237 861 

2001 $0.5 billion 3,570,911 731 

2002 $1.6 billion 6,937,584 815 

 
Wildfire Characteristics 
 
There are three categories of interface fire.8  The classic wild land/urban interface fire exists 
where well-defined urban and suburban development presses up against open expanses of wild 
land areas. The second category, mixed wild land/urban interface, is characterized by isolated 
homes, subdivisions and small communities situated predominantly in wild land settings. The 
final type, occluded wild land/urban interface, exists where islands of wild land vegetation occur 
inside a largely urbanized area.  Certain conditions must be present for significant interface fires 
to occur.  The most common conditions include hot, dry, and windy weather; the inability of fire 
protection forces to contain or suppress the fire; the occurrence of multiple fires that overwhelm 
committed resources; and a large fuel load (dense vegetation). Once a fire has started, several 
factors influence its behavior, including fuel topography, weather, drought, and development. 
 
Southern California has two distinct areas of risk for wild land fire.  The foothills and lower 
mountain areas are often covered with scrub brush or chaparral. In addition, the higher elevations 
of mountains also have heavily forested terrain.  The lower elevations covered with chaparral 
create one type of exposure. According to Dr. Jon Keeley, USGS fire researcher, “past fire 
suppression is not to blame for causing large shrub wildfires, nor has it proven effective in 
halting them. Under Santa Ana conditions, fires carry through all chaparral regardless of age 
class. Therefore, prescribed burning programs over large areas to remove old stands and 
maintain young growth as bands of firebreaks resistant to ignition are futile at stopping these 
wildfires.”9 
 
The higher elevations of Southern California’s mountains are heavily forested. The magnitude of 
the 2003 fires is the result of three primary factors. Severe drought, accompanied by a series of 
storms produced thousands of lightning strikes and windy conditions.  Secondly, an infestation 
of bark beetles has killed thousands of mature trees. Thirdly, effects of wildfire suppression over 
the past century have led to buildup of brush and small diameter trees in the forests. The density 
of growth makes forests susceptible to disease, drought and severe.  Instead of restoring forests, 
these wildfires destroy them and can take decades to recover. This change in our forests is the 
result of nearly a century of well-intentioned but misguided management.10 
 
The Interface 
One challenge San Dimas faces regarding the wildfire hazard is from the increasing number of 
houses being built on the urban/wildland interface. Every year the growing population has 
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expanded further and further into the hills and mountains, including forest lands.  The increased 
interface between urban/suburban areas and the open spaces created by this expansion has 
produced a significant increase in threats to life and property from fires and has pushed existing 
fire protection systems beyond original or current design and capability. Property owners in the 
interface are not aware of the problems and threats they face.  Therefore, many owners have 
done very little to manage or offset fire hazards or risks on their own property.  Furthermore, 
human activities increase the incidence of fire ignition and potential damage. 
 
Fuel 
Fuel is the material that feeds a fire and is a key factor in wildfire behavior.  Fuel is classified by 
volume and by type.  Volume is described in terms of “fuel loading," or the amount of available 
vegetative fuel. 
 
The type of fuel also influences wildfire. Chaparral is a primary fuel of Southern California 
wildfires. It can be found in elevations from near sea level to over 5,000 feet. In San Dimas, 
chaparral is typically located in and near the foothills. Chaparral communities experience long 
dry summers and receive most of their annual precipitation from winter rains.  Although 
chaparral is often considered a single species, there are two distinct types, hard and soft 
chaparral.  Within these two types are dozens of different plants, each with its own particular 
characteristics. 
 
Fire has been important in the life cycle of chaparral communities for over 2 million years, but 
the true nature of the fire cycle has been subject to interpretation.  In a period of 750 years, it has 
that fires occur roughly every 65 years in coastal drainages, and between 30 to 35 years inland.11 
 
In order to protect themselves from inevitable fire damage, chaparral community plants have 
evolved through fire induced flowering, bud production and sprouting subsequent to fire, in-soil 
seed storage, fire stimulated germination; and fire stimulated dispersal.12 
 
An important element in understanding the danger of wildfire is the availability of diverse fuels 
in the landscape, such as natural vegetation, manmade structures, and combustible materials.  A 
house surrounded by brushy growth rather than cleared space allows for greater continuity of 
fuel and increases the fire’s ability to spread. After decades of fire suppression thickets have 
accumulated, which enable high intensity fires to flare and spread rapidly.  
 
Topography 
Topography influences the movement of air, thereby directing a fire course.  For example, if the 
percentage of uphill slope doubles, the rate of spread in wildfire will also likely double.  Gulches 
and canyons can funnel air and act as chimneys, which intensify fire behavior and cause the fire 
to spread faster.  Solar heating of dry, south-facing slopes produces up slope drafts that can 
complicate fire behavior.  Unfortunately, hillsides with hazardous topographic characteristics are 
also desirable residential areas in many communities.  This underscores the need for wildfire 
hazard mitigation and increased education and outreach to homeowners living in interface areas. 
 
 
Weather 
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Weather patterns in certain geographic locations can create a favorable climate for wildfire 
activity.  Areas where annual precipitation is less than 30 inches per year are extremely fire 
susceptible.13  High-risk areas in Southern California share a hot, dry season in late summer and 
early fall when high temperatures and low humidity favor fire activity.  The Santa Ana winds, 
heated by compression as they flow down to Southern California from Utah, create a particularly 
high risk, as they can spread what might otherwise be a small fire. 
 
Drought 
Recent concerns about the effects of climate change, particularly drought, are contributing to 
concerns about wildfire vulnerability. The term drought is a period in which an unusual scarcity 
of rain causes a serious hydrological imbalance. Unusually dry winters, or significantly less 
rainfall than normal, can lead to relatively drier conditions and leave reservoirs and water tables 
lower. Drought leads to problems with irrigation and may contribute to fires, or additional 
difficulties in fighting them. 
 
Development 
Growth and development in forested areas is increasing the number of human-made structures in 
Southern California interface areas.  Wildfire has an effect on development, yet development can 
also influence wildfire. Owners often prefer homes that are private, have scenic views, nestled in 
vegetation, and use natural materials.  A private setting may be far from public roads, or hidden 
behind a narrow, curving driveway. These conditions, however, make evacuation and fire 
fighting difficult. The scenic views found along mountain ridges can also mean areas of 
dangerous topography.  Natural vegetation contributes to scenic beauty, but it may also provide a 
ready trail of fuel leading a fire directly to the combustible fuels of the home itself. 
 
Wildfire Hazard Assessment 
 
Wildfire Hazard Identification 
Wildfire hazard areas are commonly identified in regions of the wild land/urban interface.  
Ranges of the wildfire hazard are further determined by the ease of fire ignition due to natural or 
human conditions and the difficulty of fire suppression.  The wildfire hazard is also magnified by 
several factors related to fire suppression/control such as the surrounding fuel load, weather, 
topography, and property characteristics. Generally, hazard identification rating systems are 
based on weighted factors of fuels, weather, and topography.  Table 9-4 illustrates a sample 
rating system used to identify wildfire hazard risk (with a score of three being the highest danger 
and a score of one being the least). 
 

Table 9-4  Sample Hazard Identification Rating System 

Category Indicator Rating 

Roads and Signage Steep; narrow; poorly signed 3 

 One or two of the above 2 

 Meets all requirements 1 
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Water Supply None, except domestic 3 

 Hydrant, tank, or pool over 500 feet away 2 

 Hydrant, tank, or pool within 500 feet 1 

Location of the Structure Top of steep slope with brush/grass below 3 

 Mid-slope with clearance 2 

 Level with lawn, or watered groundcover  1 

Exterior Construction Combustible roofing, open eaves, Combustible siding 3 

 One or two of the above 2 

 Non-combustible roof, boxed eaves, non-combustible siding 1 

 
In order to determine the base hazard factor of specific wildfire hazard sites and interface 
regions, several factors must be taken into account.  Categories used to assess the base hazard 
factor include: 
 

• Topographic location, characteristics and fuels 
• Site/building construction and design 
• Site/region fuel profile (landscaping) 
• Defensible space 
• Accessibility 
• Fire protection response 
• Water availability 

 
Vulnerability and Risk 
Southern California residents are served by a variety of local fire departments as well as county, 
state, and federal fire resources.  Data that includes the location of interface areas in the county 
can be used to assess the population and total value of property at risk from wildfire and direct 
these fire agencies in fire prevention and response. Key factors included in assessing wildfire 
risk include ignition sources, building materials and design, community design, structural 
density, slope, vegetative fuel, fire occurrence and weather, as well as occurrences of drought. 
The National Wildland/Urban Fire Protection Program has also developed the hazard assessment 
methodology for communities to assess their risk to wildfire.   
 
Community Wildfire Issues - What is Susceptible to Wildfire? 
 
Growth and Development in the Interface 
The hills and mountainous areas of the City of San Dimas are considered interface areas. The 
development of homes and other structures is expanding into the wild land interface. The 
interface neighborhoods are characterized by a diverse mixture of housing structures, 
development patterns, ornamental and natural vegetation and natural fuels. 
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In the event of a wildfire, vegetation, structures and other flammables can merge into unwieldy 
and unpredictable events. Factors important to the fighting of such fires include access, 
firebreaks, proximity of water sources, distance from a fire station and available firefighting 
personnel and equipment. Reviewing past wildland/urban interface fires shows that many 
structures are destroyed or damaged for one or more of the following reasons: 
 

• Combustible roofing material 
• Wood construction 
• Structures with no defensible space 
• Fire department with poor access to structures 
• Subdivisions located in heavy natural fuel types 
• Structures located on steep slopes covered with flammable vegetation 
• Limited water supply 
• Winds over 30 miles per hour 

 
Road Access 
Road access is a major issue for all emergency service providers. As development encroaches 
rural areas of the county, the number of houses without adequate turn-around space increases. In 
many areas, there is not adequate space for emergency vehicle turnarounds in single-family 
residential neighborhoods, causing emergency workers to have difficulty doing their jobs 
because they cannot access houses.  Because fire trucks are large, firefighters are challenged by 
narrow roads and limited access. When there is inadequate turn around space, fire fighters can 
only work to remove the occupants, but cannot save the threatened structures. 
 
Water Supply 
Fire fighters in the remote and rural areas of San Dimas are faced by limited water supply and 
lack of hydrant taps.  Rural areas are characteristically outfitted with small diameter pipe water 
systems, inadequate for providing sustained fire fighting flows. 
 
Interface Fire Education Programs and Enforcement 
Fire protection in interface areas may rely heavily more on the landowner’s personal initiative to 
take measures to protect his or her own property.  Therefore, public education and awareness 
may play a greater role in interface areas.  In those areas with strict fire codes, property owners 
who resist maintaining the minimum brush clearances may be cited. 
 
Continued development will have growing impacts on the wild land/urban interface.  
Periodically, the historical losses from wildfires in Southern California have been catastrophic, 
with deadly and expensive fires going back decades. The continued growth and development 
increases the public need for natural hazards mitigation planning in the City of San Dimas. 
 
Existing Mitigation Activities 
 
Local Programs 
In Southern California, there are dozens of independent local fire departments as well as large 
county wide consolidated fire districts.  Although each district or department is responsible for 
fire related issues in specific geographic areas, they work together to keep residents safe from 
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fire. Although fire agencies collaborate to fight the fires, each separate agency may have a 
somewhat different set of codes to enforce for mitigation activities. 
 
The fire departments and districts provide essential public services in the communities they serve 
and their duties far surpass extinguishing fires.  Most provide other services to their jurisdictions, 
including Emergency Medical Services, which can begin treatment and stabilize injured patients 
in emergencies. All fire service providers in the county are dedicated to fire prevention and use 
their resources to educate the public to reduce the threat of the fire hazard, especially in the 
wildland/urban interface. Fire prevention professionals throughout the county have taken the 
lead in providing many useful and educational services to Southern California residents, such as: 
 

• Home fire safety inspection 
• Assistance developing home fire escape plans 
• Business Inspections 
• Citizen Emergency Response Team (CERT) training 
• Counseling for juvenile fire-setters 
• Teaching fire prevention in school 
• Coordinating educational programs with other agencies, hospitals, and schools 

 
The Threat of Urban Conflagration 
Although communities without an urban/wildland interface are much less likely to experience a 
catastrophic fire, in Southern California, any community might be exposed to an urban 
conflagration similar to the fires that occurred following the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. 
 
Large fires following an earthquake in an urban region are relatively rare phenomena, but have 
occasionally been of catastrophic proportions.  The two largest peace-time urban fires in history, 
1906 San Francisco and 1923 Tokyo, were both caused by earthquakes. 
 
There has been little research concerning fire following earthquake in the United States, which is 
particularly surprising considering the conflagration in San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake 
the single largest urban fire in U.S. history.  In three days, more than 28,000 buildings in a 12 
kilometer  area were damaged, costing about $5 billion at today’s prices.14 
 
Fire Codes 
Local fire codes are the third tier in a hierarchical structure designed to maximize efficiency and 
safety. The City of San Dimas conforms to the 2001 California Fire Code (CBC), which is a 
direct product of the 2000 Uniform Fire Code (UBC).  Because San Dimas is in a high-risk area, 
construction is regulated to a higher degree of care. The code demonstrates more stringent 
requirement for road access, width of streets, and brush clearance. 
 
Federal Programs 
The role of the federal land managing agencies is to reduce fuel hazards on the lands they 
administer by coordinating prevention and education programs; providing technical and financial 
assistance; and developing relationships with property owners, local protection agencies, states 
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and other stakeholders. These agreements focus on activities before a fire occurs, which render 
structures and communities safer and better able to survive a fire occurrence. 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Programs  
FEMA is directly responsible for providing Fire Suppression Assistance Grants and, in certain 
cases, major disaster assistance and hazard mitigation grants in response to fires. The role of 
FEMA in the wildland /urban interface is to encourage comprehensive disaster preparedness 
plans and programs, increase the capability of state and local governments and provide for a 
greater understanding of FEMA programs at the federal, state and local levels.15 
 
Fire Suppression Assistance Grants may be provided to a state with an approved hazard 
mitigation plan for the suppression of a forest or grassland fire that threatens to become a major 
disaster on public or private lands. These state grants are provided to protect life and improved 
property and encourage the development and implementation of viable multi-hazard mitigation 
measures and provide training to clarify FEMA's programs. FEMA’s US Fire Administration 
(USFA) provides public education materials addressing wildland/urban interface issues and the 
USFA's National Fire Academy provides training programs. 
 
Following a major disaster declaration, the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program provides 
funding for long-term hazard mitigation projects and activities to reduce the possibility of 
damages from all future fire hazards and to reduce the costs to the nation for responding to and 
recovering from the disaster. 
 
Federal agencies can use the National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Protection Program to 
focus on wildland/urban interface fire protection issues and actions. The Western Governors' 
Association (WGA) can act as a catalyst to involve state agencies, as well as local and private 
stakeholders, with the objective of developing an implementation plan to achieve a uniform, 
integrated national approach to hazard and risk assessment and fire prevention and protection in 
the wildland/urban interface. The program helps states develop viable and comprehensive 
wildland fire mitigation plans and performance-based partnerships. 
 
U.S. Forest Service 
The U. S. Forest Service (USFS) is involved in a fuel-loading program implemented to assess 
fuels and reduce hazardous buildup on forestlands. The USFS is a cooperating agency and, while 
it has little to no jurisdiction in the lower valleys, it has an interest in preventing fires in the 
interface, as fires often burn up the hills and into the higher elevation US forest lands.  
 
Other Mitigation Programs and Activities 
Some areas of the country are facing wildland/urban issues collaboratively. These model 
programs include local solutions. For example, in Los Angeles, the County Fire Department has 
retrofitted more than 100 fire engines with fire retardant foam capability. Orange County is 
evaluating a pilot insurance grading and rating schedule specific to the wild land/urban interface. 
These examples demonstrate the value of pre-suppression and prevention efforts when combined 
with property owner support to mitigate hazards within the wild land/urban interface. 
 
Prescribed Burning 
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The health and condition of a forest will determine the magnitude of wildfire.  If fuels, such as 
slash, and dry or dead vegetation accumulate over long periods without being methodically 
cleared, fire can move more quickly and destroy everything in its path. The results are more 
catastrophic than if the fuels are periodically eliminated. Prescribed burning is the most efficient 
method to get rid of these fuels. In 2003, various fire agencies conducted over 200 prescribed 
fires and burned over 33,000 acres to reduce the wild land fire hazard.16 
 
Firewise 
Firewise is a program developed within the National Wildland/ Urban Interface Fire Protection 
Program and it is the primary federal program addressing interface fire.  It is administered 
through the National Wildfire Coordinating Group whose extensive list of participants includes a 
wide range of federal agencies. The program empowers planners and decision makers at the local 
level. Through conferences and information dissemination, Firewise increases support for 
interface wildfire mitigation by educating professionals and the public about hazard evaluation 
and policy implementation techniques. Firewise offers online wildfire protection information and 
checklists, as well as listings of other publications, videos, and conferences.  The interactive 
home page allows users to ask fire protection experts questions and to register for new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
FireFree Program 
FireFree is a unique private/public program involving partnerships between an insurance 
company and local government agencies. Originating in Bend, Oregon, the program was 
developed in response to the city's Skeleton Fire of 1996, which burned over 17,000 acres and 
damaged or destroyed 30 homes and structures.  Bend sought to create a new kind of public 
education initiative that emphasized local involvement. SAFECO Insurance Corporation was a 
willing collaborator in this effort.   
 
 
Wildfire Mitigation Action Items 
 
As stated in the Federal Wildland Fire Policy, “The problem is not one of finding new solutions 
to an old problem but of implementing known solutions.  Deferred decision making is as much a 
problem as the fires themselves. If history is to serve us in the resolution of the wildland/urban 
interface problem, we must take action on these issues now.  To do anything less is to guarantee 
another review process in the aftermath of future catastrophic fires.”17  
 
The wildfire mitigation action items provide direction on specific activities that organizations 
and residents in San Dimas can undertake to reduce risk and prevent loss from wildfire events.  
Each action item is followed by ideas for implementation, which can be used by the steering 
committee and local decision makers in pursuing strategies for implementation. 
 
 
 
Action Item 4.1: Modify building standards to reduce fire hazards in affected residences. 
Implementation Initiatives: 
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Implementation Initiative 4.1.1 Continue to require all new residential developments in 
Fire Zone 4 to go through a thorough plan check by LA County Fire and the City of San 
Dimas. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.1.2 Continue to use the design and review board to review 
site plan design, building materials and landscape design. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.1.3 Continue to enforce the use non-combustible roof 
materials. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.1.4 Continue to enforce the zoning standard requiring a 
minimum separation requirement for structures in Specific Plan 25. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.1.5 Develop guidelines for a water availability assessment to 
be conducted for all new developments in Specific Plan 25 
 

Coordinating Organizations:  City Planning Department, City Public Works Department 
Time line: Ongoing, Short-term. 
Plan Goals Addressed: Protect life and property; Environmental and historical preservation. 
 
Action Item 4.2:  Monitor the use of vacant parcels to reduce the risk and spread of fire.  
Implementation Initiatives: 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.2.1 Identify vacant parcels with problem vegetation and 
weeds.   
 
Implementation Initiative 4.2.2 Maintain vigilant weed abatement enforcement and 
suggest replacement of brush with non-combustible vegetation. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.2.3 Coordinate efforts with Cal-Trans (and other agencies) 
regarding landscape clearance and replacement vegetation for perimeter areas. 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.2.4 Encourage environmentally sensitive vegetation clearance 
techniques in hillside areas. 
 

Coordinating Organizations:  City Planning Department, City Public Works Department 
Time line: Ongoing. 
Plan Goals Addressed: Strengthen partnerships; Protect life and property; Environmental and 
historical preservation. 
 
Action Item 4.3: Educate residents on the importance of brush clearance and hazards of fire. 
Implementation Initiatives: 

 
Implementation Initiative 4.3.1 Coordinate efforts with the Fire Department on 
conducting community fire safety expos.  
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Implementation Initiative 4.3.2 Educate the community on the Red Flag Warning System. 
Suggested outreach venues include the City newsletter, website, and public access 
channel. 
 

Coordinating Organizations: LA County Fire Department, Administration Department 
Time line:   Short-term 
Plan Goals Addressed: Increase public awareness, Strengthen partnerships. 
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Wildfire Resource Directory 
 
County Resources 
 
Los Angeles County Fire Department 

1320 N. Eastern Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90063 
Telephone: 323.881.2411 
http://www.lacofd.org/default.htm 

 
State Resources 
 
California Division of Forestry & Fire Protection 

1416 9th Street 
PO Box 944246 
Sacramento California 94244-2460 
(916)653-5123 
http://www.fire.ca.gov/php/index.php 

 
Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 

1131 "S" Street 
PO Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tel. (916) 445-8200 
 

Federal Resources and Programs 
 
Federal Wildland Fire Policy, Wildland/Urban Interface Protection 
This is a report describing federal policy and interface fire.  Areas of needed improvement are 
identified and addressed through recommended goals and actions. 
<http://www.fs.fed.us/land/wdfire7c.htm> 
 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
This is the principal federal agency involved in the National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire 
Protection Initiative.  NFPA has information on the Initiatives programs and documents. 

 
Public Fire Protection Division 
One Battery March Park. 
P.O. Box 9101 
Quincy, MA 02269-9101 
Phone: (617) 770-3000 

 
National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) 
The NIFC in Boise, Idaho is the nation’s support center for wildland firefighting.  Seven federal 
agencies work together to coordinate and support wildland fire and disaster operations.  These 
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agencies include the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, National Weather Service and Office of Aircraft 

 
National Interagency Fire Center 
3833 S. Development Ave. 
Boise, Idaho 83705 
208-387-5512 
http://www.nifc.gov/ 

 
United States Fire Administration (USFA) of the Federal Emergency Management Agency  
As an entity of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the mission of the USFA is to 
reduce life and economic losses due to fire and related emergencies through leadership, 
advocacy, coordination, and support. 
 

USFA, Planning Branch, Mitigation Directorate 
16825 S. Seton Ave. 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
(301) 447-1000 
<http://www.fema.gov/hazards/fires/wildfires.shtm> 
 

Additional Resources 
 
Firewise - The National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Program 
Firewise maintains a Website designed for people who live in wildfire prone areas, but it also 
can be of use to local planners and decision makers. The site offers online wildfire protection 
information and checklists, as well as listings of other publications, videos, and conferences. 
 

Firewise 
One Battery March Park. 
P.O. Box 9101 
Quincy, MA 02269-9101 
Phone: (617) 770-3000 
http://www.firewise.org/ 

 
Publications 
 
National Fire Protection Association Standard 299: Protection of Life and Property from 
Wildfire, National Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Protection Program, (1991), National Fire 
Protection Association, Washington, D.  This document, developed by the NFPA Forest and 
Rural Fire Protection Committee, provides criteria for fire agencies, land use planners, architects, 
developers and local governments to use in the development of areas that threatened by wildfire.   
 

National Fire Protection Association Publications 
http://www.nfpa.org or http://www.firewise.org 

An International Collection of Wildland- Urban Interface Resource Materials (Information 
Report NOR- 344). Hirsch, K., Pinedo, M., & Greenlee, J. (1996). Edmonton, Alberta: Canadian 
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Forest Service. This is a comprehensive bibliography of interface wildfire materials.  Over 2,000 
resources are included, grouped under the categories of general and technical reports, newspaper 
articles and public education materials.  

 
Canadian Forest Service, Northern Forestry Centre, I-Zone Series 
Phone: (780) 435-7210 
http://www.prefire.ucfpl.ucop.edu/uwibib.htm 

 
Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Hazard Assessment Methodology. National Wildland/Urban 
Interface Fire Protection Program, (1998). NFPA, Washington, D.C. 
 
Fire Protection in the Wildland/Urban Interface: Everyone’s Responsibility. National 
Wildland/Urban Interface Fire Protection Program, (1998). Washington, D.C. 
 
                                                           
1 http://www.fire.ca.gov/php/2003fireseasonstats_v2.asp 

2 http://www.fire.ca.gov/php/fire_er_content/downloads/2003LargeFires.pdf 

3 http://www.usgs.gov/public/press/public_affairs/press_releases/pr1805m.html 

4  http://www.fire.ca.gov/FireEmergencyResponse/HistoricalStatistics/PDF/20LSTRUCTURES.pdf 
5 http://www.nifc.gov/stats/wildlandfirestats.html 

6 http://research.yale.edu/gisf/assets/pdf/ppf/wildfire_report.pdf 

7  http://research.yale.edu/gisf/assets/pdf/ppf/wildfire_report.pdf 
8 Planning for Natural Hazards: The Oregon Technical Resource Guide, (July 2000) Department of Land Conservation 

and Development 

9 http://www.usgs.gov/public/press/public_affairs/press_releases/pr1805m.html 

10 Overgrown Forests Require Preventive Measures, By Gale A. Norton (Secretary of the Interior), USA Today Editorial, 
August 21, 2002 

11 http://www.coastal.ca.gov/fire/ucsbfire.html 

12 Ibid 

13 Planning for Natural Hazards: The Oregon Technical Resource Guide, (July  2000), Department of Land Conservation 
and Development 

14 http://www.eqe.com/publications/revf93/firefoll.htm 

15 Source: National Interagency Fire Center, Boise ID and California Division of Forestry, Riverside Fire Lab. 

16 LA County Fire Department. 

17 http://www.fs.fed.us/land/wdfire7c.htm 


